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600  Protest  Opening 
Of  Windows  Here 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 
BOSTON,  MA  —  The  United 
Artists  (UA)  movie  Windows, 
about  a  psychotic  lesbian,  opened 
Friday,  April  11  at  Boston’s 
Beacon  Hill  Theatre  to  a  lively, 
energetic,  and  angry  crowd  of 
demonstrators. 

Over  600  women  and  men  pick¬ 
eted  the  theatre  from  7:30  to  9:30 
p.m.  chanting  “Violence  against 
women  is  not  entertainment”  and 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

BOSTON,  MA  —  “I  was  not 
playing,  ever,  in  one  moment  of 
that  film,  a  lesbian.  Now  if  the 
lesbians  choose  to  identify  with 
that  I  would  think  that  that  is  their 
problem.  I  would  have  thought 
that  they  were  a  little  more 
advanced  than  that.”  So  said 
Elizabeth  Ashley,  who  plays  the 
role  of  a  psychotic  lesbian  in  the 
United  Artists  movie  Windows. 
The  remarks  were  made  at  a  press 
conference  held  on  April  15  at 
Piaf’s  in  the  Wilbur  Theatre. 
Ashley  is  currently  starring  in  a 
play  there  called  “Hide  and 
Seek.” 

GCN  was  at  the  press  con¬ 
ference  and  had  the  opportunity 
to  ask  Ashley  a  number  of  ques¬ 
tions  about  Windows  and  the 
protests  around  the  film.  When 
asked  if  she  was  aware  that  there 
was  a  demonstration  when  the 


“We  are  everywhere  and  we  will 
be  free.” 

Expressing  the  desire  of  many 
present  to  have  the  book  Ruby- 
fruit  Jungle  by  Rita  Mae  Brown 
made  into  a  movie,  the  crowd 
chanted,  “We  want  Rubyfruit, 
beep  beep,  toot  toot.”  Confused 
by  the  chant,  a  policeman  was 
overheard  asking  another  police¬ 
man,  “Who  the  hell  is  Rubyfruit, 
anyway?” 


movie  opened  in  Boston  and  how 
she  felt  about  the  protests,  she 
replied,  “Yes,  they  told  me  that 
there  were  protests.  I  don’t  know 
what  the  protests  were  about.  You 
tell  me  what  it  is  about  and  I’ll  tell 
you  how  I  feel  about  it.” 

GCN  informed  Ashley  that  the 
protesters  “objected  to  the 
portrayal  of  both  violence  against 
women  in  the  movie  and  the  role 
she  played  as  a  psychotic 
lesbian.”  Ashley  responded,  “I 
saw  that  picture  in  rough  cut.  I’ve 
never  seen  it  other  than  that  be¬ 
cause  after  I  saw  it,  it  was  such  a 
mess  that  I  couldn’t  make  any 
sense  out  of  it. 

“And  I  was  never  aware  when  I 
was  playing  it,  because  one  thing  I 
said  to  Gordon  Willis  was  I  have 
absolutely  no  interest  in  doing  an 
exploitive  lesbian  movie  and  this 
film  could  go  that  way.  He  said  to 


Picketers,  many  of  whom  wore 
anti-draft  and  anti-nuke  buttons, 
carried  signs  reading  “Smash 
Windows ,”  “Show  lesbians’  lives, 
not  lies,”  and  “Don’t  buy  vio¬ 
lence  against  women.”  Early  in 
the  demonstration  police  shoved 
several  demonstrators  who  tried 
to  picket  direc  tly  in  front  of  the 
theatre;  later,  however,  these 
police  permitted  demonstrators  to 
picket  on  the  property  directly  in 
front  of  the  theatre. 

While  the  demonstrators 
marched  around  chanting  and 
singing,  women  leafletted  people 
as  they  went  into  the  theatre  or 
walked  by  on  the  street.  Some 
people  were  turned  away  by  the 
demonstration.  Others  were  less 
supportive.  One  passerby  told  a 
leafletter  matter-of-factly,  “Did 
you  know  lesbians  are  sick?”  The 
only  other  incident  was  caused  by 
a  heckler  shouting  epithets  at  the 
picketers.  He  was  arrested  by  the 
police,  charged  with  disorderly 
conduct,  and  taken  away  in  a 
paddy  wagon. 

GCN  talked  to  the  Beacon  Hill 
manager,  who  would  not  give  his 
name,  and  who  did  not  wish  to 
comment  on  the  demonstration. 
When  asked  about  how  long  Win¬ 
dows  would  play  he  replied,  “It 
depends  on  how  long  these  idiots 
are  out  there.  This  publicity  is 
ideal  for  this  movie.  I’ve  been  in 
this  business  for  thirty  years.  I  was 
there  when  they  picketed  Snuff  [a 
movie  which  purported  to  show 
the  actual  murder  of  a  woman] .  I 
was  there  when  disabled  people 
picketed  our  theatre  [over  acces¬ 
sibility].”  According  to  Channel  5 


news,  only  15  people  actually  at¬ 
tended  the  Friday  night  showing 
of  Windows.  The  theatre  manager 
would  not  let  GCN s  reporter  into 
the  theatre  to  verify  this  infor¬ 
mation. 

The  demonstration  was  organ¬ 
ized  by  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  (WAVAW).  Mi¬ 
chele  Turek,  of  WAVAW,  told 
GCN  on  Saturday  that  “the 
demonstration  was  a  smashing 
success.  We  were  very  pleased 
with  the  turnout  and  also  the  TV 
press  coverage.  One  main  purpose 
of  the  demonstration  was  to 
educate  the  public  about  lesbian¬ 
ism  and  issues  of  violence  against 
women.  We  feel  we  accomplished 
this  to  the  extent  that  you  can  with 
a  demonstration  like  this.  Only  23 
people  have  seen  the  movie  this 


weekend'  (Friday  and  Saturday 
nights).  It  has  been  panned  by 
both  the  Globe  and  the  Herald. 
We  have  done  a  lot  of  work  or¬ 
ganizing  against  the  film.  We 
don’t  think  it  will  be  around  for 
long.” 

Madge  Kaplan,  a  local  activist 
who  was  at  the  demonstration, 
told  GCN,  “I  think  people 
nationally  deserve  a  lot  of  credit 
for  all  the  organizing  done  around 
this  movie.  The  film  is  going  to 
fall  flat  on  its  face.  They  [Sack] 
were  so  afraid  of  the  pickets  they 
didn’t  advertise  the  movie  [in  ad¬ 
vance],  We  can  claim  that  as  a  vic¬ 
tory.” 

About  one-quarter  of  the  dem¬ 
onstrators  were  men.  A  contin¬ 
gent  of  men  from  EMERGE  (a 


Ashley:  “I  Wasn’t 
Playing  Lesbian” 


New  CBS  Special 
Feared  Anti-Gay 


Christians  Rent  D.C.  Transit 


Compiled  by  David  Morris 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  De¬ 
spite  a  history  of  claiming  to  avoid 
controversial  use  of  its  vehicles, 
the  Washington  Metrorail  board 
of  directors  voted  at  an  April  10 
meeting  to  rent  a  portion  of  its 
subway  system  to  One  Nation 
Under  God,  Inc.  (ONUG)  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  “Washington  for 
Jesus”  march  from  one  rally  site 
to  another. 

For  $25,000,  the  board  agreed 
to  rim  subways  from  3:00  a.m.  to 
5:00  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  April  29,  to 
carry  a  crowd  march  organizers 
predict  will  reach  40,000  from  a 
three-hour  prayer  session  at  Rob¬ 
ert  F.  Kennedy  Stadium  to  a  rally 
at  6:00  a.m.  on  the  National  Mall. 


Cody  Pfanstiehl,  director  of 
public  affairs  for  Metrorail,  told 
GCN  the  rental  of  the  system  to 
ONUG  is  unprecedented.  He  said 
other  groups  have  requested  that 
the  system  be  run  after  normal 
working  hours  for  special  events, 
with  individual  passengers  paying 
their  own  fares,  but  that  none  has 
offered  to  pay  the  cost  as  an 
organization,  as  ONUG  has  done. 
Pfanstiehl  claims  the  $25,000 
offered  by  the  Christian  group 
will  completely  cover  the  cost  of 
the  operation. 

When  asked  by  GCN  whether  a 
gay  organization  could  rent  the 
subway  system,  Pfanstiehl  replied, 
“If  they  could  come  up  with  the 
money  and  if  they  showed  us  that 
there  would  indeed  be  a  lot  of 


people  so  that  it  would  be  a  public 
service  to  do  it,  there  would  be  no 
problem  at  all.” 

But  Graff  disagrees.  He  told 
GCN,  “If  the  gay  group  had  made 
similar  requests  when  we  had  the 
march  on  Washington,  I’m  sure 
we  would  have  been  denied.” 

The  board  refused  two  years 
ago  to  rent  advertising  space  on 
the  walls  of  its  busses  to  the  Gay 
Activist  Alliance  of  Washington 
(GAA)  for  an  educational  cam¬ 
paign  on  the  grounds  the  subject 
was  “too  controversial.”  The 
GAA  campaign  consisted  of  post¬ 
ers  showing  portraits  of  lesbian 
and  gay  couples  with  the  legend 
“Someone  in  your  life  is  gay.” 

The  board’s  refusal  has  since 


By  Denise  Sudell 

BOSTON  —  Announcements 
of  a  CBS  television  special  on  gay 
influence  in  San  Francisco  politics 
have  sparked  expressions  of  con¬ 
cern  from  this  city’s  media  watch 
group,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media 
Advocates  (LAGMA). 

The  special,  entitled  “CBS  Re¬ 
ports:  Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics,” 
|  will  be  broadcast  on  Saturday, 
|  April  26,  at  10  p.m.  EST.  It  is  des- 
•g  cribed  in  a  CBS  press  release  as  “a 
case  history  of  how  homosexuals 
^  became  the  new  power  brokers  in 
S  San  Francisco’s  recent  mayoral 
=o  election.” 

LAGMA  members  expressed 
concern  about  the  program  as  des¬ 
cribed  in  the  press  release.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  release,  “The 
broadcast  demonstrates  how  gays 
are  attacking  traditional  values, 
and  frightening  heterosexuals  with 
such  proposals  as  a  ‘demystifica¬ 
tion  program’  for  the  schools  to 
teach  children  about  homosexual¬ 
ity  as  a  normal  lifestyle. 

“The  broadcast  points  to  a 
recent  Kinsey  study  reporting  that 
the  average  San  Francisco  gay 
man  has  had  sexual  encounters 
with  at  least  500  different  men;  to 
‘gloryholes,’  places  where  gay 
men  go  for  anonymous  sex;  and  to 
a  37-acre  park  in  the  heart  of  the 
city  commandeered  by  gay  men 
for  public  sex. 

“Some  San  Franciscans  object. 
Says  one  parent  living  near  the 
park:  ‘I  resent  the  fact  that  they’re 
interfering  with  my  rights.  They 
have  rights,  but  they  don’t  have 


more  rights  than  I  do.’ 

“The  emphasis  [of  the  program 
as  described  in  the  release]  is  not 
on  civil  rights,  but  on  sexual  be¬ 
havior,”  a  LAGMA  statement 
points  out.  “Of  particular  con¬ 
cern  is  that  the  words  ‘gay’  and 
‘homosexual’  refer  only  to  men; 
there  is  no  mention  of  lesbians 
anywhere  [in  the  release].” 

LAGMA  members  describe 
another  part  of  the  release  as 
“even  more  ominous.”  This  sec- 
tionsays  that  “while  many  people 
are  concerned  by  the  darker  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  gay  community,  the 
power  of  the  gays  is  exemplified 
when  only  one  member  of  the 
city’s  establishment  agrees  to  talk 
with  CBS  News  about  those  con¬ 
cerns,  and  he  speaks  despite  con¬ 
cern  for  his  personal  safety.” 

“Being  gay  is  once  more  linked 
with  being  violent,”  LAGMA 
points  out.  “The  ‘gay  power’ 
referred  to  is  not  the  pride  and 
empowerment  we  have  striven  to 
achieve.  Rather,  it  is  shown  as 
physical  intimidation  of  straight 
people.” 

LAGMA  and  another  media 
watch  group,  New  York’s  Gay 
Media  Alliance,  urge  all  lesbians 
$nd  gay  men  to  watch  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  respond  by  telephone 
and  mail  to  their  local  CBS  station 
and  to  CBS’  national  offices;  cor¬ 
respondence  with  national  offices 
can  be  directed  to  Audience  Ser¬ 
vices  Department,  CBS-TV,  51 
W.  52nd  St.,  New  York,  NY 
10019,  (212)  975-4321. 


Susan  Fleischmann 
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quote  of  the  week 

“Women  have  gone  about  as  far  [in  the  church] 
as  they  ought  to  go  now.” 

—  President  Jimmy  Carter,  at  a  discussion  fol¬ 
lowing  a  Bible  class  at  Washington’s  First  Baptist 
Church.  Carter  was  defending  the  apostle  Paul, 
saying  that  the  apostle  put  forward  “a  tremendous 
promotion  in  the  status  of  women  in  God’s  sight.” 
Quoted  in  the  New  York  Times,  April  14,  1980.  (The 
Times  noted  that  Carter  made  his  remark  “with  a 
smile.”) 


no  more  male  hairdressers 

TEHERAN,  Iran  —  The  present  Iranian  regime  is 
tightening  up  its  censorship  of  activities  it  considers 
immoral.  The  Baltimore  Sun  reports  that  Iran’s  “Fight 
Against  Corruption  Bureau”  has  told  men  who  are 
hairdressers  that  they  have  three  days  to  close  their 
shops  or  be  arrested.  The  bureau  charged  that  “male 
hairdressers’  salons  have  been  put  at  the  disposal  of 
loose  women  and  girls  and  serve  as  hangouts  for 
them  to  meet  pleasure-seeking  men.” 

In  addition,  the  government  has  closed  sports 
clubs  because  of  alleged  gambling  and  wedding  cere¬ 
monies  in  which  men  and  women  guests  socialize 
together.  The  bureau  targeted  the  sports  clubs  for 
their  role  in  “corrupting  youths.” 

As  for  the  weddings,  the  bureau  said,  “We  are 
not  opposed  to  happiness  and  joy  in  wedding  cere¬ 
monies,  but  according  to  Islamic  tenets,  neither 
women  must  entertain  men,  nor  should  men  enter¬ 
tain  women.” 

The  warning  continued,  “Those  in  charge  of 
wedding  ceremonies  must  make  sure  banal  music  is 
not  played  by  bands  or  through  tape  recorders  during 
the  ceremony,  and  men  and  women  should  celebrate 
in  separate  halls." 

“Presumably,  the  bride  and  groom  may  remain  in 
the  same  room,”  the  Sun  added. 


women  in  trade  &  technical  careers 

BOSTON  —  Good  Work!  a  statewide  conference 
celebrating  women  in  trade  and  technical  careers, 
will  take  place  on  May  10, 1980,  at  the  Boston  Harbor 
Campus  of  the  University  of  Massachusetts.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Women’s  Bureau  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Labor,  Region  I,  and  Women’s  Enterprises  of 
Boston,  the  focus  of  the  day  will  be  to  recognize  the 
contributions  of  tradeswomen  and  women  in  tech¬ 
nical  occupations  from  across  the  Commonwealth, 
and  to  encourage  women  considering  careers  in 
these  occupations. 

According  to  Women’s  Bureau  Regional  Admin¬ 
istrator  Vivian  Buckles,  the  conference  will  be  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  women  in  trade  and  technical  careers  (jobs 
considered  nontraditional  for  women)  complete  with 
an  awards  ceremony.  One  Massachusetts  woman 
working  in  each  trade  and  technical  occupation  will 
be  recognized  and  accept  an  award  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  all  women  in  the  state  working  in  her 
occupation. 

The  conference  will  be  a  place  for  women  to 
share  firsthand  information  about  -good  jobs  with 
good  pay.  Women  now  compose  only  5  percent  of  the 
nation’s  skilled  trade  and  technical  workforce. 
According  to  Buckles,  women  considering  career 
changes  will  have  few  better  opportunities  to  find  out 
about  trade  and  technical  jobs  from  women  already 
in  such  jobs. 

At  the  Good  Work  Conference  on  May  10th,  they 
can  talk  with  women  welders,  carpenters,  plumbers, 
railroad  workers,  broadcast  technicians,  business 
machine  repairers,  computer  operators  and  others. 
And  they  can  ask  them  questions  they  might  not  ask 
a  personnel  officer  or  possible  employer. 

To  register  for  the  conference  or  for  more 
information,  contact  Martha  Fowlkes,  Good  Work 
Conference  Coordinator,  at  (617)  266-2243. 


Oregon  demos  include  gay  civil  rights 

PORTLAND,  OR  —  The  Oregon  Democratic 
Party  held  its  biannual  platform  convention  in 
Seaside  March  28,  29,  and  30.  As  a  plank  In  the 
platform,  the  party  called  for  an  end  to  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

In  addition,  a  special  resolution  was  adopted 
stating:  ‘We  suppport  the  right  of  all  individuals  from 
all  nations  to  visit  and  immigrate  to  the  United  States 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation.  Furthermore,  we 
urge  the  passage  of  legislation  in  Congress  removing 
all  barriers  to  immigration  on  this  basis.” 

Oregon  gay  activist  Jerry  Weller  had  expected 
difficulty  this  year  in  passing  a  gay  rights  plank.  “The 
first  draft  of  the  platform  excluded  gay  civil  rights,” 
Weller  stated.  “And  it  has  been  a  part  of  the  Oregon 
Democratic  platform  since  1976,  so  of  course  we 
were  concerned.  But  the  floor  fight  for  gay  rights 
inclusion  turned  out  to  be  minor.  The  convention  was 
firmly  behind  its  inclusion.” 

A  large  openly  gay  delegation  from  Portland 
Town  Council  attended  the  convention,  including 
board  member  Keeston  Lowery,  who  lobbied  heavily 
for  the  gay  rights  plank  on  the  convention  floor. 


integrity  convention 

BOSTON  —  Integrity,  the  international  associa¬ 
tion  of  gay/lesbian  Episcopalians  (Anglicans)  and 
their  friends,  has  announced  Boston  as  the  site  of  the 
6th  annual  Integrity  Convention.  Scheduled  for  Au¬ 
gust  21-24,  the  convention  will  be  centered  at 
Emmanuel  Church  on  Newbury  Street  in  the  Back 
Bay  section  of  Boston. 

Joan  L.  Clark,  John  E.  Boswell,  and  Franklin 
Kameny  will  be  the  principal  speakers  at  the  conven¬ 
tion.  Clark,  presently  residing  in  Evanston,  III.,  was 
dismissed  last  year  from  her  job  with  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  when  she  revealed  to  the  Women’s 
Division  that  she  was  a  lesbian.  Boswell,  assistant 
professor  of  history  at  Yale,  is  the  author  of 
Christianity,  Social  Tolerance,  and  Homosexuality  to 
be  published  this  spring  by  the  Univerity  of  Chicago 
Press.  Kameny,  of  Washington,  DC,  is  a  nationally 
known  activist  on  behalf  of  gay  civil  rights. 

Inquiries  about  the  convention  should  be 
addressed  to  Allan  Stifflear,  9  Rockwell  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


not  a  sexually  dangerous  person 

WOODS  HOLE,  MA  —  George  Jacobs,  54,  form¬ 
erly  a  resident  here,  has  been  determined  by  court- 
appointed  psychiatrists  not  to  be  a  Sexually  Dan¬ 
gerous  Person  (SDP). 

In  January,  Jacobs  pleaded  guilty  in  Barnstable 
Superior  Court  to  having  had  sex  with  a  14-year-old 
foreign  male.  He  also  pleaded  guilty  to  possession 
with  intent  to  distribute  sexually  explicit  photos  of 
minors.  Jacobs’s  was  the  first  major  conviction  under 
the  1978  “Anti-Kiddie-Porn”  law  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No. 
28).  As  ordered  by  Judge  Augustus  Wagner,  Jacobs 
spent  60  days  undergoing  psychiatric  observation  in 
the  Treatment  Unit  at  Bridgewater.  Jacobs,  on  advice 
of  Attorney  Thomas  Butters,  refused  to  talk  with  his 
evaluators. 

Had  Jacobs  been  declared  an  SDP,  he  would 
have  been  required  to  serve  a  day-to-life  sentence  in 
Bridgewater’s  Treatment  Unit.  Jacobs  will  now  be 
classified  by  the  Department  of  Corrections  and  sent 
to  a  medium  security  prison.  He  will  be  eligible  for 
parole  in  18  months. 


women’s  history  research  center 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  Collections  of  the  Women’s 
History  Library  (now  dispersed)  have  been  published 
on  microfilm  by  the  Women’s  History  Research 
Center  of  Berkeley:  Women  and  Health/Mental  Health 
(14  reels,  $34/reel),  Women  and  Law  (40  reels, 
$34/reel),  and  Herstory  (women’s  periodicals,  90 
reels,  $30/reel).  The  microfilms  are  appropriate  for 
use  by  libraries.  Contact  the  Women’s  History 
Research  Center,  2325  Oak  Street,  Berkeley,  CA 
94708,  for  more  information. 


issues  of  gay  life  seminar 

BOSTON  —  A  unique,  weekend  seminar  on  Gay 
and  Lesbian  “Issues  of  Life”  will  be  conducted  by 
Exodus  Center  in  Boston,  Friday,  July  18  through 
Sunday,  July  20. 

Specially  tailored  for  helping  professionals  who 
seek  current  thinking  and  information  on  homosex¬ 
uality  and  first-hand  encounters  with  the  critical 
issues  facing  lesbians  and  gay  men,  the  seminar  will 
feature  Boston  street  priest  Paul  Shanley  and  Exodus 
Directors  Donna  Taylor  and  Brian  McNaught.  Shanley 
is  nationally  acclaimed  as  a  pioneer  in  ministry  to 
sexual  minorities.  Taylor  is  a  psychotherapist  and 
former  mental  health  clinic  administrator.  McNaught 
has  been  active  within  the  lesbian  and  gay  commun¬ 
ity  as  a  lecturer,  peer  counselor  and  writer  for  the 
past  six  years. 

To  be  held  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  the  seminar 
will  be  limited  to  60  people  and  will  include  an  in¬ 
timate  introduction  to  life  in  an  urban  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Tuition:  $175.  For  further  information  or 
reservations,  write:  Exodus  Center,  Inc.,  Room  618, 
25  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

A  tax-exempt,  non-profit  corporation,  Exodus 
Center  is  a  national  resource  for  sexual  minorities, 
their  families  and  society  at  large.  Its  objectives  are 
twofold:  To  enable  the  enhancement  of  a  positive 
self-image  for  members  of  sexual  minorities  and  their 
families  and  to  help  concerned  others  create  a 
society  which  is  more  enlightened  and  just  in  its  re¬ 
sponse  to  sexual  minorities. 


south  station  gives  to  glad 

BOSTON  —  John  P.  Ward,  executive  director  of 
GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders, 
Inc.)  announced  receipt  of  a  $1,000  donation  from  the 
South  Station  Cinema.  Ward  said,  “We  are  very  grate¬ 
ful  for  this  generous  gift.  Recent  events  make  it  clear 
that  now  more  than  ever  there  is  a  need  for  the 
services  that  GLAD  provides.  I  hope  that  the  generos¬ 
ity  of  South  Station  Cinema  will  set  an  example  for 
other  businesses  to  support  the  community  that 
supports  them.” 


gay  youth  homeless 

BOSTON  —  The  Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 
organizing  and  providing  support  in  the  community 
for  almost  three  years,  has  recently  lost  its  home- 
base  center.  Between  70  and  100  young  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  ranging  in  age  from  14  to  21,  participate  in 
the  program  weekly.  CGY/Out  Here  is  comprised  of 
lesbian  and  gay  youth  of  color  and  white,  from 
welfare,  working  and  middle  classes,  and  non-youth 
volunteers  and  activists.  The  program  consists  of  a 
women’s  support  group,  a  youth-run  night  and  a 
Saturday  workshop/rap/activity  afternoon  weekly. 

In  lieu  of  the  recent  crisis,  the  youth  and  non¬ 
youth  of  CGY  are  actively  organizing  for  two  accomp¬ 
lished  goals:  (a)  a  tentative  space  to  be  donated  or 
rented  at  a  minimal  cost,  (b)  a  permanent  autono¬ 
mous  space  to  be  rented  or  leased.  The  space,  which 
would  serve  as  the  new  center,  must  be  safely 
accessible  to  third  world  and  white  young  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Members  of  the  Boston  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  are  being  requested  to  lend  whatever 
support  is  possible,  particularly  in  the  search  for  a 
large  space  (storefront,  loft,  etc.),  rental  negotiations, 
and  outreach  to  persons  with  housing  connec¬ 
tions/opportunities. 

The  group  will  conduct  its  program  in  spite  of 
the  crisis  during  the  next  month(s)  in  varying 
locations.  To  support  the  group  and  for  further 
information:  call  266-6103,  mornings  or  late  night, 
and/or  write  Box  10  GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108. 


business  group  endorses  era  march 

CHICAGO,  IL  —  The  May  10  national  march  for 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  ratification  was  unani¬ 
mously  endorsed  by  Chicago’s  Metropolitan  Busi¬ 
ness  Association  at  its  monthly  meeting  April  8. 

The  MBA  resolution  of  endorsement  stated  that 
“the  struggle  for  gay  rights  and  the  struggle  for 
women’s  rights  have  a  common  enemy  in  sexism  and 
the  inequalities  it  fosters”  and  that  “the  feminist 
movement  has  been  a  staunch  ally  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  movement.”  The  MBA  is  an  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Chicago-area  gay  businesses. 

“We  urge  our  members  and  the  Chicago  gay  and 
lesbian  community  to  support  the  march,”  said  MBA 
chair  Chuck  Renslow,  "and  we  voted  to  assist  the 
march  to  the  fullest  possible  extent  through  publicity 
and  other  means.” 

The  march  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  in  Grant  Park 
on  Columbus  Drive  (behind  the  Art  Institute-Good- 
man  Theater  complex)  and  proceed  to  the  rally  site  in 
the  old  Band  Shell  area  at  Roosevelt  Drive  (just  north 
of  the  Field  Museum  parking  lots).  The  rally  will 
feature  nationally-known  leaders  and  celebrities. 

March  organizers  are  requesting  participants  to 
mark  in  delegations  of  20  or  more  representing  or¬ 
ganizations.  Individual  participation  is  also  welcome. 
Delegations  should  register  with  the  march  office 
(phone  3H2  782-7205)  by  April  24.  Participants  are 
asked  to  wear  white. 


resources  on  alcoholism 

OAKLAND,  NJ  —  The  National  Association  of 
Gay  Alcoholism  Professionals  (NAGAP)  has  just  pub¬ 
lished  the  NAGAP  Bibliography:  Resources  on  Alco¬ 
holism  and  Lesbians/Gay  Men,  the  first  major  bibliog¬ 
raphy  in  the  country  dealing  with  this  topic.  This 
bibliography  is  designed  to  help  alcoholism  profes¬ 
sionals  better  serve  their  gay/lesbian  clients,  to  pro¬ 
vide  information  to  researchers  and  writers,  and  to 
help  the  gay/lesbian  community  learn  more  about  al¬ 
coholism. 

The  bibliography  contains  170  entries  divided 
into  three  categories  —  materials  on  lesbians/gay 
males  and  alcoholism;  materials  on  lesbian  and  gay 
male  cultures,  concerns,  and  lifestyles;  and  materials 
on  alcoholism.  The  entries  include  books,  booklets, 
articles  and  papers  —  both  published  and  unpub¬ 
lished,  pamphlets,  directories,  organizations,  bibli¬ 
ographies,  films,  and  other  miscellaneous  resources. 
The  citations  indicate  what  materials  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  their  cost,  and  where  to  write.  Copies  are 
$2.50  prepaid  from:  NAGAP,  P.O.  Box  376,  Oakland, 
New  Jersey  07436. 


marching  band  concert  scheduled 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  New  York  Gay  Commun¬ 
ity  Marching  Band  will  stage  its  first  concert  at  8  p.m. 
on  April  23, 1980  at  Cooper  Union’s  Great  Hall,  E.  7th 
St.  and  3rd  Ave. 

The  band  will  perform  under  the  baton  of  Nancy 
Corporan,  music  director  and  co-founder  of  the  band. 
The  concert  will  include  music  by  Sousa,  Bennett, 
Leopold  Mozart,  Joplin,  Granger,  and  Gabrieli.  A 
world  premiere  performance  of  "Three  of  Cups"  by 
Nita  van  Pelt  will  highlight  the  evening’s  festivities. 

Tickets  for  the  concert  are  available  by  mail  and 
at  the  door  as  well  as  at  Womanbooks,  Oscar  Wilde 
Memorial  Bookstore,  and  The  Sensuous  Bean. 
Tickets  are  $6.50  and  $5.00.  Write  to:  New  York  Gay 
Community  Marching  Band,  P.O.  Box  1570,  Cathedral 
Station,  New  York  City,  10025. 
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to  thl  Conflict  Over  Speaker 
human1  Splits  March  On  Albany 


Father  John  McNeill 


McNeill  Breaks 
Self-Imposed  Silence 


By  Gordon  Duggins 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Father 
John  McNeill,  S.J.,  author  of  The 
Church  and  the  Homosexual , 
broke  his  two  year,  church  im¬ 
posed  silence  when  he  spoke  at  the 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  Satur¬ 
day,  April  12,  on  “Homosexuality' 
and  the  Future:  The  Role  of  the 
Gay  Community  in  Building  a 
More  Humane  Society.” 

In  1978,  McNeill  was  told  by 
authorities  at  the  Vatican  and  by 
his  superiors  in  the  Society  of 
Jesus  (the  Jesuits)  that  he  was  no 
longer  to  speak  publicly  on  the 
topic  of  homosexuality  and  sexual 
ethics.  McNeill  went  beyond  their 
directive  and  ceased  to  address  in 
public  any  issue  related  to  homo¬ 
sexuality.  At  Harvard,  he  chose 
not  to  speak  on  the  quarantined 
topic,  but  rather  on  the  function 
of  the  gay  community  in  the 
recognition  of  dignity  and  equal¬ 
ity  as  the  basis  of  all  social  and 
civil  relationships. 

McNeill  began  his  lecture  by 
noting  that  discrimination  against 
gays  and  lesbians  frequently  re¬ 
sults  from  homophobic  answers  to 
the  etiological  question,  “Why  are 
gays  gay?”  After  dismissing  any 
simple  religious  or  psychological 
answer  to  this  question  or  to  its 
companion  question,  “Why  are 
straights  straight?”  he  urged  his 
audience  to  appreciate  the  unique 
sexual  identity  of  every  person 
and,  in  addition,  called  attention 
to  the  unique  and  positive  role 
which  the  gay  community  must 
perform  in  the  building  of  a  more 
human  society. 

McNeill  cited  three  areas  in 
which  the  gay  community  could 
and  must  contribute  if  there  is  to 
be  universal  liberation  and  a  truly 
human  society.  First,  he  said  that 


gay  and  lesbian  relationships  can 
influence  and  correct  the  present 
misunderstanding  of  friendship. 
He  proposed  that  those  homo¬ 
sexual  relationships  based  on 
equality  and  dignity  should  be  a 
positive  and  alternate  model  to  the 
paternalistic  sexual  roles  of  male- 
female  relationships  and  to  the 
traditional  basis  of  the  family. 

Secondly,  he  noted  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  male  “macho” 
identity  and  the  high  frequency  of 
violence.  He  suggested  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  “potentially  free  from 
the  psychological  need  to  establish 
their  identity  by  means  of  vio¬ 
lence”  and  pointed  to  the  near  ab¬ 
sence  of  violence  among  self-ac¬ 
cepting  gays. 

McNeill  urged  non-violent  ho¬ 
mosexual  men  who  are  teachers, 
writers,  artists,  or  workers  in 
human  services  to  present 
themselves  in  their  work  as  role 
models  to  the  larger  male  popula¬ 
tion.  He  hopes  they  will  be  exam¬ 
ples  of  men  who  have  male  iden¬ 
tities  based  on  self-acceptance  and 
service  rather  than  violence.  “The 
world,”  McNeill  said,  “could 
hardly  endure  another  war  for  the 
sake  of  male  virility.” 

Thirdly,  McNeill  recognized  the 
hidden  leadership  role  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  religious  communities 
and  the  contributions  gay  and 
lesbian  Christians  must  make  to 
the  spiritual  development  of 
human  society.  He  noted  the 
special  sensitivity  that  many 
homosexuals  feel  for  the  value  of 
human  life  and  compared  that 
way  of  living  with  the  non¬ 
violence,  service  and  sensitivity  of 
Jesus. 

The  Harvard  Divinity  School 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  spon¬ 
sored  the  McNeill  lecture. 


By  Philip  Shehadi 

NEW  YORK  —  Between  150 
and  300  New  York  State  lesbians 
and  gay  men  marched  on  Albany, 
the  state’s  capital,  on  April  12  to 
demand  the  passage  of  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  legislation  and  the 
repeal  of  anti-gay  laws  in  New 
York  State.  The  march  on  the 
state  capital  was  followed  on 
April  13  by  a  day-log  conference 
in  which  issues  of  feminism,  rac¬ 
ism,  and  class  oppression  were  dis¬ 
cussed  and  future  state-wide  ac¬ 
tions  explored. 

But  what  began  as  an  attempt  to 
bring  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
from  different  groups  and  parts  of 
the  state  together  to  pursue  com¬ 
mon  goals  ended  up  sparking  in¬ 
tense  confrontations  that  many 
believe  seriously  compromised  the 
march’s  success. 

The  controversy  centered 
around  the  participation  of  David 
Thorstad  as  a  keynote  speaker  at 
the  rally  following  the  march. 
Thorstad,  a  longtime  activist  who 
was  a  leading  figure  in  New 
York  City’s  Gay  Activist  Alliance 
(GAA)  and  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR),  was  op¬ 
posed  by  several  New  York  City 
groups  for  his  current  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA). 

Spearheaded  by  members  of 
Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
(LFL)  in  New  York  City,  the  op¬ 
position  to  Thorstad  as  a  speaker 
resulted  in  withdrawal  of  support 
for  the  march  by  both  the  New 
York  State  chapter  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  and  the  CLGR. 

Numerous  lesbian  speakers  who 
had  been  scheduled  for  the  rally 
cancelled  out  of  protest  against 
Thorstad’s  appearance,  and  les¬ 
bian  participation  in  the  march 
was  reportedly  between  15  and  20 
percent,  mostly  from  upstate. 

Thorstad  was  selected  as  a  key¬ 
note  speaker  at  a  March  16  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  march  organizing  com¬ 
mittee  in  Albany.  He  was  asked  to 
speak  on  the  theme  of  “unity.” 
The  other  speaker  chosen  was 
Susan  Russell  of  New  York  State 
NOW,  who  was  to  address  the 
theme  of  “visibility.” 

Fred  Goldhaber,  who  represent¬ 
ed  CLGR  at  the  meeting,  told 
GCN  that  the  issue  of  Thorstad’s 
association  with  NAMBLA  was 


D.A.  Prosecutes  Boylover 


By  Mitzel 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Suffolk 
County  D.A.’s  office  begins 
prosecution  Monday,  April  21, 
against  Donald  Heres  on  two 
counts  of  extortion,  if  a  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  judge  awards' it  a 
favorable  decision.  This  prosecu¬ 
tion  comes  four  years  after  Heres 
was  first  indicted. 

The  D.A.  alleges  that  Heres 
extorted  $5000  from  Earl  J.  Kurf- 
man  by  threatening  to  expose 
Kurfman  as  a  boylover.  At  the 
time  Kurfman  was  employed  at  a 
state  school  for  retarded  students. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  a  15 -year-old  runaway 
boy  he  had  taken  into  his  home. 
Kurfman  brought  the  matter  to 
the  attention  of  law  enforcers. 

At  this  time  police  and  the 
D.A.’s  office  became  completely 
aware  of  Kurfman’s  sexual  activ¬ 
ities.  According  to  Suffolk  Coun¬ 
ty  Assistant  D.A.  Leonard  Hen¬ 
son,  Kurfman  was  given  $250  in 
marked  bills  by  police  which  he 
then  passed  on  to  Heres  during  a 
subsequent  extortion  attempt. 
Heres  was  then  arrested  and  in¬ 
dicted.  No  action  was  taken  on 
the  charges,  however. 

Over  a  year  later,  Donald  Heres 


was  arrested  again,  this  time  in 
Atlanta  (GA),  and  returned  to 
Massacchusetts;  he  was  charged 
with  being  part  of  the  “RevereSex 
Ring,”  accused  of  sex  offenses 
with  a  teenaged  boy.  Heres’s 
“Sex-Ring”  case  was  disposed  of 
last  year  when,  in  the  middle  of 
the  trial,  the  judge  ordered  a 
directed  verdict  of  not  guilty.  The 
alleged  victim  of  the  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  refused  to  cooperate  with 
the  state  and  the  prosecution  fell 
apart.  Heres  was  the  only  one  of 
the  24  men  originally  indicted  in 
the  “Revere  Sex  Ring”  to  obtain  a 
not  guilty  verdict  at  trial.  The 
prosecutor  of  that  case  was  Asst. 
D.A.  Leonard  Henson. 

Henson  is  also  prosecuting  the 
extortion  charges.  Heres  told 
GCN  that  he  and  his  attorney  had 
understood  from  two  previous  As¬ 
sistant  D.A.s  that  these  charges 
would  never  come  to  trial.  His 
account  was  confirmed  by  a  for¬ 
mer  prosecutor  for  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  Unlike  many  of  the  men 
indicted  in  the  Revere  Sex  scandal, 
Heres  refused  to  plead  guilty  and 
accept  probation.  Heres  thinks 
that  his  not  guilty  victory  on  the 
sex  charges  has  provoked  the 
D.A.’s  office  into  pressing  these 


four-year-old  extortion  charges. 

According  to  Henson,  the  case 
is  complicated  by  the  position  of 
Earl  Kurfman.  Kurfman,  who 
claims  to  be  the  victim  of  the 
extortion,  voluntarily  cooperated 
with  the  grand  jury  which  indicted 
Heres.  Kurfman  now  refuses  to 
appear  as  a  state  witness  at  trial 
unless  he  is  granted  immunity 
from  future  prosecutions  which 
might  result  from  disclosure  of  his 
sexual  activities  with  minor  males. 

Henson  told  GCN  that  this  is  a 
delicate  situation.  Kurfman  will 
not  testify  without  immunity.  Yet 
there  is  no  precedent  for  granting 
immunity  outside  the  grand  jury 
and  Kurfman  has  already  testified 
fully  in  the  grand  jury.  Under  the 
General  Laws  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  immunity  may  be  granted 
to  state  witnesses  in  all  except  a 
few  forbidden  categories  of  crime. 
Statutory  rape  is  one  such  cate¬ 
gory. 

Henson  has  appealed  to  Paul 
Liacos,  sitting  as  a  single  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  for  a 
ruling  whether  or  not  Kurfman 
may  get  immunity.  Henson  indi¬ 
cated  that,  in  line  with  Liacos’s 
recent  decisions  in  such  matters,  it 
Continued  on  page  6 


brought  up  at  the  March  16  meet¬ 
ing.  Because  of  the  controversial- 
ity  of  NAMBLA’s  position  on 
age-of-consent  laws  (that  they 
should  be  abolished),  a  resolution 
was  passed  “almost 

unanimously,”  declaring  that 
man/boy  love  would  not  be  an  is¬ 
sue  in  the  march,  and  that  the 
committee  would  take  no  position 
either  for  or  against. 


David  Thorstad 

The  resolution  was  supported 
by  NOW,  which,  according  to 
Goldhaber,  “didn’t  see  Thorstad 
as  a  problem”  at  that  time. 

“It  was  clear  there  were  going 
to  be  problems  before  Thorstad’s 
name  was  even  whispered,” 
Eleanor  Cooper  of  LFL  told 
GCN.“The  march  was  basically  ill- 
conceived  and  ill-organized  to 
begin  with.  Women  representa¬ 
tives  reported  from  the  February 
planning  meeting  that  men  were 
behaving  in  a  sexist  manner.” 

LFL  and  other  members  of  the 
CLGR  were  reportedly  outraged 
at  the  selection  of  Thorstad,  given 


his  publicly-acknowledged  identi¬ 
fication  with  NAMBLA.  Al¬ 
though  CLGR  representative 
Goldhaber  voted  for  Thorstad  at 
the  March  16  meeting,  being  “ab¬ 
solutely  unaware”  of  the  divisive¬ 
ness  it  would  involve,  a  majority 
of  the  CLGR  members  felt  other¬ 
wise. 

At  its  March  18  meeting,  CLGR 
voted  33-8  to  withdraw  its  pre¬ 
viously  declared  support  for  the 
march  unless  the  Albany-based 
planning  committee  replaced 
Thorstad  as  a  speaker. 

Albany  refused  to  go  along  with 
the  anti-Thorstad  group.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  CLGR  member  Wayne  Sun¬ 
day,  several  individuals  in  New 
York  City,  primarily  from  LFL, 
proceeded  to  telephone  each  of 
the  scheduled  lesbian  speakers  to 
urge  them  not  to  participate.  All 
but  two  agreed  to  withdraw,  in¬ 
cluding  scheduled  keynote  speaker 
Russell. 

According  to  Cooper,  Thorstad 
notified  the  CLGR  that  “no  one 
would  tell  him  what  to  do,  and 
that  if  CLGR  dis-endorsed  the 
march,  NAMBLA’s  presence 
would  be  larger,  louder,  more  vo¬ 
ciferous.  He  [Thorstad]  was  using 
the  march  to  promote  his  own 
ends.”  A  press  release  issued  by 
NOW-New  York  State  expressed 
that  organization’s  opposition  to 
Thorstad’s  speaking  as  follows: 

“The  avowed  purpose  of 
NAMBLA  is  ‘the  removal  of  age- 
of-consent  laws  and  the  non¬ 
restriction  of  sexual  activity 
between  men  and  boys.’  NOW- 
New  York  State  believes  that  the 
involvement  of  children  with 
Continued  on  Page  7 


Harvard  Harasser 
Apologizes  Publicly 


By  J.  S.  Raphael 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  Har¬ 
vard  freshman  who  harassed  sev¬ 
eral  students  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
gay  and  lesbian  dance  held  on 
campus  later  publicly  apologized 
for  his  actions  at  a  forum  held  as 
part  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Aware¬ 
ness  Day  (GLAD).  There  are  dif¬ 
fering  views  of  the  effectiveness  of 
his  participation. 

John  Francis  admitted  at  the 
forum  that  he  harassed  Lowell 
McGee,  who  was  cleaning  up  at 
Phillips  Brooks  House  following 
the  dance.  Francis  told  GCN  that 
he  said  in  his  apology,  “I’m  sorry 
for  physically  assaulting  you,  but 
I’m  not  sorry  for  the  way  I  feel,” 

Francis  said  that  he  went  to 
PBH,  the  site  of  the  dance,  be¬ 
cause  of  harassment  by  his 
friends,  who  were  apparently  not 
Harvard  students,  about  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  gays  on  the  campus. 
“They  were  ridiculing  me,  and  I 
decided  to  ridicule  the  gays.  ...  I 
was  a  bit  drunk,  and  I’m  from  a 
small  town  —  I  never  had  been 
exposed  to  gays,”  Francis  told 
GCN. 

Francis  verbally  harassed  other 
students  and  was  reprimanded  by 
campus  police  for  that  harassment 
before  going  to  the  dance  site,  he 
said. 

At  PBH,  Francis  encountered 
McGee,  asked  him  if  he  were  gay, 
then  started  shaking  him  and 
threw  him  backwards,  according 
to  McGee.  When  he  threatened  to 
call  the  police,  McGee  told  GCN, 
Francis  responded,  “Go  ahead.” 
McGee  did  so. 

After  the  police  arrived,  Francis 
and  McGee  discussed  the  incident 
for  what  Francis  said  was  “an 
hour  and  a  half.”  Because  Francis 
was  afraid  that  if  the  incident 
came  to  the  attention  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  Board  at  Harvard  he 


would  be  suspended  for  a  year,  he 
said,  he  agreed  to  McGee’s 
request  that  he  apologize  at  the 
GLAD  forum. 

“I  was  crucified  [at  the 
forum],”  Francis  told  GCN.  “It 
[harassment  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  on  the  Harvard  campus]  has 
been  going  on  all  year.  They 
wanted  to  use  me  as  an  example.” 

Francis  said  that  he  appeared  at 
two  GLAD  events.  At  one  work¬ 
shop,  he  was  asked  to  describe  the 


John  Francis 

events  that  had  taken  place  and  to 
explain  his  views  on  why  tension 
exists  between  straights  and  gays. 
Later,  at  the  evening  forum,  he 
made  an  apology  to  McGee  before 
500  people. 

McGee  told  GCN  that  he  chose 
to  have  Francis  apologize  at  the 
forum,  rather  than  pressing 
assault  charges  against  him,  for 
several  reasons.  “Initially  I 
wanted  him  to  be  educated;  when 
you’re  dealing  with  that  kind  of 
[homophobic]  person,  even  a  tiny 
step  is  something.” 

He  said  he  realized  during  the 
course  of  Francis’  appearance  that 
“he  [Francis]  would  also  be  an 
education  for  us.  ...  I  wanted  to 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Dear  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  an  article  written 
by  M.  Amish  in  the  April  12  edition  of  GCN. 
M.  Amish, 

Over  a  year  ago,  1  wrote  an  article  for  the 
Commission  to  Improve  the  Status  of  Women.  It 
was  about  a  “Working,  Lesbian  (Closeted) 
Mother  with  Kids,”  but  before  the  article  was 
printed,  everyone  in  my  family  knew  about  my 
“roommate”  and  me.  It  was  a  case  of,  if  I  didn’t 
tell  them  first,  my  ex  would  have.  (He  found  out 
while  snooping  through  the  house  one  day  when 
we  were  not  home).  This  is  the  first  time  in  my 
life  that  I  feel  really  good  about  myself,  because 
now  I  can  be  me  and  I  really  don’t  care  who  says 
what  about  it. 

He  started  court  proceedings  for  custody  and 
my  lawyer  said  that  the  court  would  order  psy¬ 
chological  tests  to  be  done  on  all  parties  in¬ 
volved:  my  two  kids  (ages  nine  and  five),  my 
lover  and  myself,  he  and  his  wife.  He  filed  in 
February  and  the  tests  were  done  in  July.  We 
could  also  expect  a  social  worker  to  drop  by  at 
any  time,  unannounced. 

It  was  a  very  emotionally  draining  time  and 
even  though  we  knew  how  the  tests  and  the  re¬ 
ports  from  the  social  workers  would  come  out, 
we  still  worried.  When  the  tests  came  back  they 
showed  that  the  kids  had  very  high  IQs  (which  is 
nice),  and  that  it  would  be  better  if  they  stayed 
with  us.  It  is  not  the  job  of  the  people  who  give 
the  tests  to  recommend  one  way  or  another,  but 
they  stated  the  children  should  stay  where  they 
were. 

A  decision  was  never  made  one  way  or  another 
because  by  that  time  he  and  his  wife  had  lost 
interest  in  the  case,  they  never  went  through  the 
tests  and  were  totally  uncooperative.  His  lawyer 
also  dropped  him  as  a  client  and  another  was 
never  retained.  So  because  he  was  not  initiating 
any  action,  my  lawyer  felt  it  was  best  to  leave 
well  enough  alone,  which  is  not  what  I  wanted  to 
do. 

Whether  I  am  a  lesbian  or  not  is  not  impor¬ 
tant.  I’m  still  the  same  person  as  before  everyone 
knew  about  my  lifestyle.  I  was  a  good  parent 
then  and  I’m  a  good  parent  now. 

Diane  M.  Shea 
Roslindale,  MA 

beats  the  blues 

Community  Voices, 

I  have  been  receiving  GCN  for  some  time.  I  am 
lucky  1  have  some  respect  from  the  prison  admin¬ 
istration  that  allows  me  to  read  such  a  wonderful 
informative  newspaper.  I  thoroughly  enjoy  each 
issue,  saving  each  one  against  boredom.  I  find 
your  newspaper  “beats  the  blues.”  As  a  gay  pri¬ 
soner  I  find  myself  a  loner,  by  choice,  as  the 
majority  1  come  in  contact  with  “haven’t  the 
time  of  day”  for  no  one  like  me.  The  few  open 
gays  1  meet  are  products  of  institutional  up¬ 
bringing  and  could  care  less  about  the  liberation 
forward  or  steps  backward.  I  in  my  own  way  am 
rather  out-spoken  to  both  my  fellow  inmates  and 
to  the  administration.  I  suppose  you  might  say  I 
may  fit  the  part  of  a  gay  activist,  but  I  am  soft- 
spoken. 

I  was  rather  surprised  to  hear  that  Cruising 
showed  in  the  city,  there  were  no  outstanding  re¬ 
marks,  but  I  overheard  that  “queers  sure  don’t 
mind  being  exploited.  I’m  glad  we  (the  city) 
don’t  accept  that  shit.”  Little  does  the  hypocrite 
know  that  just  downtown  there  are  three  rather 
open  gay  bars  and  I,  not  being  from  this  area, 
know  this  town  sure  judges  others. 

In  closing,  I  chose  my  bed  (being  gay)  and  now 
I  must  lie  in  it  (accepting  the  good  and  bad  no 
matter  the  source). 

With  solidarity, 

Omer  Saxon 
Springfield,  MO 


rudeness 


To  Whomever, 

1  just  want  to  say  how  tired  I  am,  as  a  dyke,  of 
going  to  bars  that  are  supposed  to  be  for  “my 
kind  of  woman,”  and  being  treated  downright 
unpleasantly  —  rudely  —  as  if  I  had  gone  to  a 
nice  tough  straight  bar. 

Why  is  it  that  the  very  people  who  should  be 
welcoming  us  feel  like  they  have  a  right  (or  a 
duty?)  to  treat  the  patrons  like  dirt? 

I  am  feeling  angry  specifically  because  of  a 
recent  incident  at  one  of  the  new  women’s  bars  in 
which  1  felt  I  and  other  patrons  were  subjected  to 
unnecessary  rudeness.  I  don’t  see  why  we  should 
be  expected  to  enjoy  being  treated  roughly  at  the 
door  just  because  we’re  “tough”  women.  And 
this  is  not  the  only  time  or  place  when  I’ve  met 
this  attitude.  1  find  it  disgusting.  1  wonder  why 
other  people  feel  they  have  to  act  that  way  or 
what  it’s  supposed  to  prove? 

What  do  other  people  think  about  this  sub¬ 
ject? 

Thanks  for  Listening, 

L.  Lechamp-Feuilletee 
Cambridge,  MA 


Dear  GCN, 

This  is  a  highly  valuable  publication  for  the 
thought  content, even  though  too  much  of  the 
thought  expressed  in  the  letters  dep’t  seems  to  be 
knock-down,  drag-out  marxist  in  tenor,  even  to 
the  absurd  extreme  of  a  letter  excusing  the  ex¬ 
cesses  of  the  Cuban  dictatorship  for  its  vicious 
genocidal  policy  against  gay  men  and  lesbians  — 
by  claiming  that  this  policy  does  not  really  exist 
and  that  the  idea  it  does  is  all  a  wicked  “capital¬ 
istic”  invention  to  slander  the  “Maximum 
Leader,”  Fidel  himself. 

To  repeat,  the  two  main  weaknesses  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement  are  pacifism  and  marxism. 
Any  totalitarian  system,  be  it  marxist  or  fascist 
or  catholic  or  Anita  Bryant  “fundamentalist,”  is 
inimical  to  gay  freedom,  and  to  human  freedom. 

The  absurd  naivete  of  the  writers  who  persist 
in  putting  “communism”  as  the  alternative  to 
“capitalism”  do  our  cause  no  good.  In  the  USA 
there  is  no  pure  “capitalism”  by  a  long  shot.  The 
post  office  is  a  socialist  enterprise.  And  now 
Chrysler  has  been  semi-“socialized.”  But  there 
are  so  many  other  examples.  What  we’ve  got  is  a 
mix,  and  the  mix  that  works  best  for  people  is  the 
mix  that  will  evolve  in  the  long  run,  not  the  dog¬ 
matic  “capitalism”  vs.  “communism”  ideol¬ 
ogies  of  your  letter-writers,  most  of  whom  seem 
to  be  dogmatically  for  the  latter  non-mix, 
although  even  the  Russians  practice,  in  effect, 
“ state  capitalism.” 

Your  letter  writers  fail  to  understand  basic 
terms,  such  as  “what  is  capital”?  Economics  is 
the  “dismal  science,”  and,  indeed,  it  is  no 
science  at  all,  especially  since  the  theories  keep 
changing,  but  they  keep  changing  here,  not  in  the 
USSR.  No  one  is  escaping  to  Russia.  All  the 
brightest  people  in  the  arts  and  philosophy  seem 
to  want  to  get  the  hell  out.  But  inertia  and  brain¬ 
washing  are  such  that  only  the  gutsiest  make  the 
effort,  or,  like  a  great  man  of  courage,  Andrei 
Sakharov,  choose  to  fight  from  within.  But  the 
writer  who  chose  to  try  to  snow  us  on  Fidel 
Castro  would  no  doubt  condemn  Sakharov  as  a 
traitor  to  the  geriatric  leaders  of  the  currently 
most  imperialistic  power  in  the  world,  the  Soviet 
Union.  What  freedom  do  gays  have  there?  What 
civil  liberties?  None!  Reed  Vernon 

San  Francisco,  CA 

keep  writing 

Dear  Editors, 

Over  the  years  I  have  written  to  perhaps  a  half- 
dozen  prisoners  who  have  been  listed  in  your 
pen-pal  section.  I  have  learned  the  hard  way  that 
only  about  fifty  percent  are  on  the  up-and-up. 
My  most  recent  experience  follows: 

I  have  been  writing  to  a  prisoner  in  Pontiac, 
Illinois  for  a  while.  He  has  twice  given  me  a 
release  date  and  I  went  as  far  as  purchasing  an 
airline  ticket  for  him  to  fly  East.  He  later  in¬ 
formed  me  that  he  needed  the  cash  for  the  prison 
officials  to  purchase  the  ticket.  I  checked  up  on 
this  and  learned  that  it  was  not  true.  I  also 
learned  that  the  photo  he  sent  me  was  of  some¬ 
one  else. 

I  have  one  general  thought  to  share  with  your 
readers.  Never  send  money  for  travel  directly  to  a 
prisoner.  Arrangements  can  be  made  through 
Traveler’s  Aid  or  often  through  the  carriers 
themselves.  For  example,  you  can  purchase  an 
airline  ticket  locally  and  have  another  person 
pick  it  up  at  their  point  of  departure.  You  can 
request  that  it  be  set  up  in  such  a  manner  that  if 
the  ticket  is  not  used,  only  the  purchaser  is  able 
to  refund  it.  I’ve  saved  myself  money  and  embar¬ 
rassment  twice  using  this  method.  p  pe[d 

Chepachet,  RI 

from  behind  bars 

Dear  Editor: 

I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  your  staffers  a 
week  and  a  half  ago.  Dear,  I  haven’t  received  the 
packages  of  GCNs  you  sent,  so  please  cancel 
your  efforts.  On  behalf  of  all  the  girls  here, 
thank  you  doll  for  trying.  I  get  out  next  year  so  it 
doesn’t  hurt  me  too  much.  These  officials  are 
conservative  red  necks  and  will  do  nothing  for 
the  gays.  Sincerely  Gay! 

Michael  McQueen 
_ l _  Greensboro,  NC 

couples 

Community  Voices 

My  lover  of  seven  years  and  I  would  like  to 
thank  Matthew  Barnett  for  his  recent  letter 
objecting  to  Gregg  Howe’s  article  ridiculing  gay 
relationships.  The  frequent  putdowns  of  couples 
is  almost  as  frequent  as  the  putdowns  of  Califor¬ 
nians  in  GCN.  Each  issue  brings  us  closer  to  can¬ 
celling  our  subscription  —  but  after  we  cancel 
GCN,  Christopher  Street  and  The  Advocate, 
there’s  nothing  halfway  decent  left!  Gays  com¬ 
plain  about  a  lack  of  support  from  straights,  but 
most  gays,  we  find,  knock  gay  couples  all  the 
time  (we  don’t  dare  tell  gays  that  we’ve  been 
monogamous  for  seven  years!).  Grant  Lloyd 

Jim  Clatfelter 

Glendale,  CA 


Dear  People, 

So,  tell  me.  Is  it  easier  and  safer  to  wait  in  line 
on  the  curb  of  Boylston  Street  at  midnight  than  it 
is  to  come  out  at  work  or  to  your  parents?  It 
seems  that  way,  if  I  pass  a  disco  on  a  Friday  or 
Saturday  night,  no  matter  what  the  weather  or 
emotional  atmosphere. 

I  don’t  know  what  is  happening  in  this  town. 
Boston  is  blessed  with  committed  political  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  a  minority  of  stalwarts,  who 
will  tramp  through  snow,  rain  and  hail  for  a 
rally,  a  picket  line,  a  benefit.  This  is  a  special 
population  which  is  a  dying  breed  in  these  days 
of  right-wing  reaction.  Yet,  among  the  “fearful” 
or  closeted  majority  of  gay  men,  there  seem  to  be 
enough  souls  to  populate  the  curbs  in  front  of 
Buddies  and  Chaps. 

I  wonder  if  bricks,  stones  and  other  projectiles 
are  less  fearsome  than  words,  coming  from  em¬ 
ployers,  families  or  straight  friends.  Surely,  if 
you  stand  on  the  curb  on  Boylston  Street  with  its 
carnival  atmosphere  and  roving  gangs  of  punks, 
you  cannot  be  so  optimistic  that  you  deny  any 
chance  of  harassment  or  physical  abuse. 

Or,  is  it  the  allure  of  the  sanctum  sanctorum  at 
the  end  of  the  line  which  hypnotizes  the  line’s 
occupants  into  a  daze  of  false  security?  Maybe 
the  very  exclusivity  of  a  bar  that  draws  a  line 
appeals  to  the  gay  man’s  sense  that  what  is  ex¬ 
clusive  is  good.  Perhaps  the  same  gay  man,  who 
cannot  reveal  his  sexuality  to  his  straight  world 
because  it  would  be  black  mark  against  him,  has 
bought  the  instrinsic  goodness  of  the  straight 
world  that  would  exclude  him. 

I  do  not  blame  the  bar  owners  for  the  state  of 
exclusivity.  They  are  under  pressure  from  the 
authorities  to  keep  within  fire  laws.  In  fact,  they 
are  probably  more  strictly  policed  in  this  matter 
than  the  straight  equivalents  to  our  bars.  After 
all,  the  father  or  mother  of  the  punk  who  hurls  a 
beer  bottle  at  a  gay  line  from  a  moving  vehicle 
might  very  well  be  one  of  the  politicians  who  is 
investing  in  keeping  the  lid  on  gay  bars. 

I  am  not  against  the  gay  bar.  I  like  gay  bars.  I 
met  my  lover  in  a  gay  bar.  Buddies,  in  particular, 
has  been  very  community-conscious  and  com¬ 
munity-supportive  . 

However,  my  concern  is  directed  at  the 
patron  who  stands  in  jeopardy  of  the  very  real 
variety  without  any  apparent  sense  of  his  vulner¬ 
ability.  I  am  concerned  that  there  is  little  sense  of 
cohesion  in  those  lines.  I  fear  that,  without  a 
sense  of  community,  gays  who  stand  in  danger 
do  so  as  rather  helpless  individuals,  perfect 
victims  for  the  homophobe.  I  also  regret,  and 
resent,  that  such  courage,  heedless  or  otherwise, 
is  wasted  on  the  curb,  when  it  is  needed  so  much 
more  in  the  workplace  and  in  the  straight  home. 
Until  that  courage  is  expended  in  those  places,  no 
gay  line  will  be  safe  from  harassment  and 
potential  violence. 

Since  the  lines  will  not  disappear  tomorrow,  I 
would  like  to  share  some  thoughts  about  making 
them  somewhat  safer.  A  sense  of  belonging, 
togetherness,  could  be  an  effective  deterrent  to 
victimization  of  gays  in  these  lines.  I  think  bar 
owners/managers  could  be  encouraged  to  take 
steps  to  give  line  members  a  sense  of  being  part 
of  a  cohesive  group.  For  example,  people  in  line 
could  be  given  a  handout  by  the  bar.  This  could 
explain  the  potential  dangers  of  waiting  in  the 
line.  It  could  also  detail  some  course  of  action 
that  the  line  members  could  take  in  case  of 
harassment  or  violence. 

Bar  personnel  could  be  encouraged  by  the 
management  to  mingle  with  the  crowd,  in  order 
to  get  people  in  the  line  talking  to  one  another. 
One  element  at  present  which  contributes  to  the 
look  of  vulnerability  in  these  lines  is  the  obvious 
distance  and  detachment  of  the  doormen  of  the 
bars.  The  people  in  line  are  on  their  own  until 
they  pass  through  the  doors.  This  inhibits  the 
formation  of  any  sense  of  cohesion  in  the  lines, 
in  my  opinion. 

Lines  on  curbs  should  always  face  traffic.  At 
present,  the  line  at  Buddies  has  its  back  to  traf¬ 
fic.  In  this  position,  the  people  in  the  line  could 
not  even  see  any  impending  attack  from  an  on¬ 
coming  car.  The  bar  should  also  have  a  plan  to 
absorb  as  much  of  the  line  as  possible,  despite 
the  fire  laws,  in  case  of  attack  or  harassment  of 
the  line.  This  would  give  temporary  safety  to  the 
line  members  and  provide  time  to  notify  the 
authorities. 

Ideally,  there  would  be  enough  bars  and  com¬ 
munity  events  to  absorb  these  crowds  and  satisfy 
fire  codes.  Until  that  happens,  the  community 
institutions  that  do  exist,  including  the  bars  and 
GCN,  should  assume  some  responsibility  for  the 
safety  and  cohesion  of  patrons  by  exerting  some 
positive  community  leadership  and  organization. 
Who  knows?  If  people  in  lines  become  cohesive 
by  way  of  some  positive  leadership  by  bars  and 
others,  there  may  be  a  new  sense  of  community 
for  gays  in  this  city.  Paul  J.  Creedon 
Cambridge,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Work  Your  Own  Hours 

GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to 
start  immediately.  Full-time  and 
part-time  available.  Meet  new 
people,  explore  new  places.  20% 
commission.  Will  train.  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. 
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Speaking  Out 


Rock  Against  Sexism 


By  Curtis  Price 

Rock  Against  Sexism  is  a  dynamic  new  organization  of  women'and  men,  musicians 
and  non-musicians  alike,  many  associated  with  new  wave/punk  bands,  that  has  sprung  up 
in  England  lately.  Paralleled  partially  on  the  hugely  successful  Rock  Against  Racism, 
which  was  a  similarly  constructed  network  organized  three  years  ago  in  response  to  racist 
and  anti-immigrant  remarks  emanating  from  such  bloated,  business  products  like  Eric 
Clapton  and  Rod  Stewart,  Rock  Against  Sexism  (RAS)  own  aims  are  to: 

1)  Fight  sexism  in  rock  music  and  to  use  rock  music  to  fight  sexism  in  the  world  at 
large 

2)  To  challenge  the  stereotype  images  of  women  and  men  and  to  promote  a  more  posi¬ 
tive  image  of  women  in  rock 

3)  To  attack  the  exploitation  of  women  in  advertising,  in  the  press,  and  on  the  stage 

4)  To  encourage  women  musicians  by  giving  them  more  opportunities  to  play 

5)  To  assert  the  right  of  everyone  to  determine  their  own  sexuality,  whether  they  are 
gay  or  straight  or  neither 

So  far  they’ve  attracted  a  surprising  spectrum  of  bands  to  play  RAS  benefits  for  issues 
such  as  abortion  legislation.  And,  more  importantly,  rather  than  attracting  the  already 
converted  as  much  of  women’s/gay  male  movement  music  seemed  orientated  to  over  here, 
they’ve  been  able  to  tentatively  reach  younger  women  and  men  who  haven’t  already  been 
exposed  to  anti-sexist  issues  through  the  music  itself. 

As  an  aside,  I  think  it’s  important  to  mention  that  contradictory  to  the  image  of  punk 
in  the  United  States  —  Debby  Harry,  pseudo-decadent  flirtations  with  empty  violence,  the 
Andy  Warhol  crowd,  ad  nauseum  —  English  new  wave  (which,  after  all,  is  where  it  all 
started)  plays  a  surprising  progressive  role.  This  doesn’t  of  course  deny  the  nihilism  and  Sid 
Viciouses  of  the  scene  but  along  with  all  that  there  is  a  healthy  anti-authoritarianism  and 
genuine  protest  present. 

As  an  example,  Crass  is  a  mixed  band  that  describe  themselves  as  anarchists  and  have 
two  albums  and  a  45  out  so  far,  the  latest  being  a  double  set  called  “Stations  of  the  Crass.” 
The  music  itself  is  harsh,  uncompromising,  and  between  the  eyes  punk,  but  check  out  the 
lyrics  to  “Big  Man”  off  the  album: 

Man  is  spelt  big  M.  A. N. /that’s  who  the  law  is  for/you  see  there’s  lots  of  chances  in  this 
land  of  hope  and  glory/try  and  make  your  own  rules,  that’s  a  different  story/if  you’re  a 
man  you  better  act  like  one/develop  your  muscles  use  your  prick  like  a  gun/fuck 
anything  that  moves,  but  never  pay  the  price/steal,  fuck  and  slaughter,  that’s  their 
advice/keep  your  myth  of  manhood  it’s  been  going  on  too  long/A  history  of  slaughter 
is  proof  that  it’s  wrong.” 

“Stations  of  the  Crass”  jumped  to  the  top  of  the  alternative  distributors’lists within  a 
week  or  two  of  its  release,  which  considering  that  one  fourth  of  the  records  now  issued  in 
the  UK  are  independent  releases  and  the  fact  that  no  advertising  was  used  is  quite  remark¬ 
able.  Also  worth  noting  is  the  price  —  as  part  of  the  band’s  commitment  to  making  their 
music  accessible,  the  two  records  cost  only  £3  ($6  US).  Single  albums  issued  through 
regular  corporate  channels  in  the  UK  now  cost  around  $11.50  alone. 


In  concert,  the  band  has  adopted  what  some  see  as  a  controversial  stance  of  wearing 
black  uniforms  and  using  some  quasi-militaristic  imagery  as  backdrops,  which  would  seem 
to  contradict  their  anti-violence  and  anti-patriarchy.  Yet  the  members  of  Crass, 
themselves,  see  this  as  a  tactic  that  they  feel  will  attract  National  Front  (a  neo-fascist  British 
group  that  has  some  following  among  working  class  youth)  supporters  so  that  the  band  can 
enter  into  a  dialogue  with  them.  Admittedly,  this  has  also  had  some  mixed  results  —  at 
present  Crass  gigs  in  London  have  been  so  disrupted  by  violence  that  the  band  has 
temporarily  stopped  playing  there,  but  it  does  show  some  admirable  guts,  to  put  it  mildly. 

In  a  recent  interview,  one  of  the  members  of  the  band  stated,  “We  want  them  to 
realize  that  they  can  be  men  and  still  be  gentle  and  kind.  Up  until  now,  there  was  no  way  a 
person  could  be  both  a  man  and  gentle  and  kind.  The  gay  movement  attempted  to  do  it  but 
it  didn’t  work  because  of  the  automatic  prejudice  that  exists.  And  by  really  taking  the  thing 
to  its  extreme  we’re  showing  that  it  is  possible  to  have  all  the  ‘traditional’  excitement  of 
being  male  with  a  capital  ‘M,’  that  doesn’t  have  to  involve  hurting  and  violating  and  rape 
and  murder.  You  can  still  be  excited  and  you  can  still  have  energy.  You  can  still  get  up  on 
stage  and  put  all  of  that  into  it  without  making  a  demonstration  with  your  cock.” 

Below  is  a  partial  listing  of  records  by  bands  that  have  been  involved  at  one  point  or 
another  with  Rock  Against  Sexism.  They’re  all  English  releases,  but  any  large  city  record 
store  with  a  new  wave  import  section  should  stock  some  of  them  at  least.  Mount  Olympus 
Distribution,  2  3 1  SW  1 52nd  St. ,  Seattle,  WA  98 1 66  is  a  commercial  distributor  that  accepts 
mail  orders. 

Rock  Against  Sexism  themselves  can  be  contacted  at  RAS  Room  265,  27  Clerkenwell 
Close,  London,  EC1.  They  publish  a  newsletter  called  Drastic  Measures  as  well  as  buttons 
and  stickers.  Overseas  membership  is  £4  (roughly  $8  US).  For  those  readers  unwilling  to  lay 
down  $8,  I’d  be  happy  to  send  a  reprint  from  Drastic  Measures  to  anyone  enclosing  a  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  —  write  to  Curtis  Price,  416  E.  31st  Street,  Baltimore,  MD 
21218. 

Selected  Discography 
45s 

1)  The  Poison  Girls  —  “Hex”  (Small  Wonder/Xntrix  Records) 

2)  Delta  5  —  “Mind  Your  Own  Business”  (Rough  Trade) 

3)  The  Modettes  —  “White  Mice”  (Rough  Trade) 

4)  Prag  Vec  —  “The  Follower” 

5)  Angletrax  —  “Things  to  Make  and  Do”  (Ariola) 

6)  Au  Pairs  —  “You”  (021) 

ALBUMS 

1)  Gang  of  Four  —  Entertainment  (EMI) 

2)  Angletrax  —  Angletrax  (Ariola) 

3)  The  Raincoats  —  The  Raincoats  (Rough  Trade) 

♦"■(Warning  —  Not  all  of  these  have  specific  RAS  related  lyrics  or  worse,  the  lyrics 
themselves  are  difficult  to  pick  up  because  of  the  mix.  Best  bets  besides  Crass  are  the 
Poison  Girls,  Au-Pairs  and  Gang  of  4,  all  of  whom  at  least  have  lyric  sheets.) 


Connections:  Gay  People  and  the 

Anti-Nuclear  Struggle 

By  Leslie  Cagan 


As  I  packed  my  bags  and  boarded  the  train  to  move  to  Washington  three  months  ago  I 
wondered  again  about  why  I  was  drawn  to  do  this.  Here  I  am,  a  lesbian,  committed  to  the 
need  to  build  a  strong  and  visible  lesbian/gay  liberation  movement,  working  with  a 
coalition  planning  activities  for  April  24-28  calling  for  an  end  to  the  use  of  nuclear 
technology.  Making  this  move,  and  the  commitment  to  put  time  and  energy  into  this  work, 
has  required  some  thinking. 

My  first  layer  of  thought  about  the  connections  is  perhaps  the  most  obvious. 
Everyone,  regardless  of  sexual  preference,  gender,  age,  race,  geographic  location,  ethnic 
background,  class,  etc.  faces  the  potential  dangers  of  nuclear  technology.  The  diseases 
causedbyexposure  to  low-level  radiation,  to  say  nothing  of  higher  levels,  can  and  do  affect 
all  people.  As  lesbians  and  gay  men  we  are  certainly  no  exception. 

Leaks  from  power  plants  are  poisoning  the  air  we  breathe, ourfood  chain,  the  water 
systems  we  rely  on.  The  potential  for  severe  breakdown  and  immediate  physical  damage  at 
those  power  plants  exists  regardless  of  what  the  nuclear  industry  tells  us  about  safety.  The 
accident  at  Three  Mile  Island  that  began  a  year  ago  is  in  some  ways  the  most  dramatic 
example  of  that,  but  it  is  by  no  means  the  only  incident  of  malfunction  or  operator 
mistakes.  In  addition,  the  nuclear  weapons  industry  and  political  “hawks”  keep  alive  the 
threat  of  potential  nuclear  war.  We  cannot  even  begin  to  imagine  what  the  world  would 
look  like  after  such  a  total  holocaust.  Talk  of  “survivors”  of  such  devastation  -  is 
misleading  at  best. 

To  sum  it  up,  the  continued  use  of  the  highly  developed  nuclear  technology  poses  a 
real  and  immediate  threat  to  us  all.  And  so,  as  a  human  being  concerned  about  other 
people  and  the  very  existence  of  the  planet,  I  find  myself  drawn  to  work  within  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  struggle. 

Now  comes  the  hard  part:  what  are  the  connections  with  the  lesbian/gay  movement? 
In  our  struggle  as  lesbians/gay  men  we  seek  a  world  where  each  of  us  has  control  over  our 
own  lives.  Our  oppression  and  therefore  our  particular  emphasis  is  tied  to  our  sexuality. 
The  world  we  live  in  tells  us  over  and  again  in  hundreds  of  obvious  and  subtle  ways  that  we 
are  “sick,”  or  “immoral,”  “weird,”  “not  normal”  ...  we  all  know  the  litany.  We  fight 
each  day  of  our  lives  not  merely  for  acceptance,  but  for  dignity  and  equality  and  for  some 
other,  perhaps  still  fuzzy,  concept  called  liberation.  My  own  sense  is  that  liberation  is, 
broadly  speaking,  the  ability  to  define  and  control  our  own  lives.  That  alone  is  a  complex 
issue.  We  are  striving  for  a  balance  between  our  own  individual  rights  and  the  right  of  a 
community  of  equals  to  define  its  needs.  As  our  struggle  unfolds  we  learn  more  about  its 
very  nature  .  .  .  and  as  we  learning  we  know  we  must  continue  to  struggle. 

In  lots  of  ways,  one  of  the  core  elements  of  the  anti-nuclear  struggle  is  very  closely  tied 
to  this  battle.  That  is,  the  anti-nuclear  movement  argues  very  strongly  that  people,  not 
corporate  and  military  interests,  must  decide  the  nature  of  our  lives.  For  example,  our 
energy  needs  and  how  to  meet  them  should  not  be  left  to  the  powers  that  be  to  decide  for 
us.  Rather,  we  have  the  right  and  the  responsibility  to  articulate  the  types  of  energy  we 
want,  as  well  as  the  uses  to  which  such  energy  should  be  put.  Still  further,  the  priority  that 
the  corporate/military  establishment  places  on  military  expenditures  —  including  the 
outrageous  manufacture  of  nuclear  weapons  (five  nuclear  bombs  each  day),  first  strike 
systems,  neutron  bombs,  MX  systems,  etc.  —  only  serves  topull  needed  resources  away 
from  critical  social  service  programs.  In  other  words,  the  priorities  are  all  wrong,  the 
people  making  the  decisions  are  out  of  control,  and  a  total  restructuring  of  the  basic 
institutions  that  now  define  our  lives  is  topmost  on  the  agenda. 

It  may  appear  that  I  have  drifted  away  from  the  connection.  But  think  about  it  a 
minute.  Indeed,  as  lesbians  and  gay  men,  some  of  us  are  also  reaching  the  conclusion  that 
from  top  to  bottom  things  have  to  be  restructured. 


The  oppression  we  experience  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  is  not  an  accident,  nor  the  result 
of  a  few  people  with  bad  ideas.  It  too,  like  the  use  of  nuclear  technology,  is  tied  to  a 
system.  No,  I  am  not  saying  that  all  of  the  problems  in  the  world  come  from  exactly  the 
same  place.  That  is  too  simple  an  answer  to  explain  life  in  our  highly  complex  society.  The 
analysis  of  oppression  and  the  development  of  a  strategy  to  change  things  must  also  be 
complex.  I  am  suggesting  that  the  systemic  nature  of  our  oppression  as  a  community  of 
women-loving-women  and  men-loving-men  is  tied  to  the  systemic  nature  of  other  forms  of 
domination,  control,  hierarchy  and  oppression. 

In  that  vein,  it  is  not  just  a  question  of  us  (lesbians  and  gay  men)  working  in  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  struggle  as  foot  soldiers  for  someone  else’s  issues.  Indeed,  these  are  OUR  issues. 
Both  on  the  level  that  we  too  are  affected  by  the  consequences  and  maybe  even  more 
importantly  on  the  level  that  we  have  unique  and  important  insights  to  bring  to  the  strug¬ 
gle. 

As  we  do  our  work  as  lesbian/gay  activists  we  uncover  and  understand  in  new  ways 
the  reality  of  the  hierarchies  of  control.  Our  fight  against  sexism  and  homophobia  has  put 
us  in  touch  with  peoples’  very  deep-seated  fears  of  women,  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  In 
some  way,  they  are  fears  of  anything  that  is  different  —  different  from  straight,  white, 
men.  But  just  because  people  have  those  fears  does  not  mean  that  we  stop  our  work.  We 
can  not  live  without  working  for  change.  Our  struggle  to  be  acknowledged,  accepted, 
understood,  loved  and  treated  with  dignity  will  require  great  change  on  the  part  of  many 
people.  In  the  same  way,  the  fight  to  halt  the  nuclear  madness  before  it  is  too  late  must  first 
challenge  peoples’  deep  fears  of  change.  We  have  experience  doing  this  type  of  work  and 
perhaps  something  to  share  with  anti-nuclear  activists. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  already  been  hard  at  work  in 
anti-nuclear  struggles.  The  task  at  hand  is  to  both  expand  our  participation  and  guarantee 
our  visibility.  We  know  that  it  is  easier  to  be  “out”  when  there  are  others  who  are  also 
“out.”  It  is  easier  to  march  as  a  lesbian  or  a  gay  man  in  an  anti-nuclear  demonstration 
when  there  is  a  whole  contingent  of  sisters  and  brothers  marching  together.  While  there 
have  been  problems,  it  is  clear  that  things  are  changing.  The  presence  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  is  not  only  welcome  in  the  April  anti-nuclear  activities  but  indeed  it  is  being  sought. 
We  should  be  in  Washington  with  our  banners,  with  our  slogans,  making  the  links  between 
our  struggles  and  the  anti-nuclear  fight.  History  has  told  us  that  we  must  be  the  people  to 
raise  our  issues.  What  is  exciting  now  is  that  there  is  a  real  openness  to  hear  what  we  have  to 
say.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  our  struggle,  to  take  advantage  of  that  opportunity. 

I  believe  that  in  the  long  run  the  insights  and  understandings  of  the  lesbian/gay 
struggle,  as  well  as  the  feminist  and  anti-racist  movements,  will  be  part  and  parcel  of  what 
it  finally  takes  to  turn  things  around  and  completely  stop  the  nuclear  nightmare.  In  very 
real  and  concrete  ways,  we  need  each  other  —  we  have  things  to  give  to  each  other  and 
learn  from  one  another.  Let  us,  the  lesbian/gay  community,  take  up  our  part  of  that 
process. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  April  26  Coalition,  13  Sellers  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139,  (617)  354-1211. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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Ashley 

Continued  from  page  1 
me  ‘no,  no,  no,  that  is  not  what 
we  are  making.’  The  way  it  was 
put  to  me  was  that  ‘this  is  going  to 
be  like  Psycho  and  you  get  to  play 
the  Tony  Perkins  part.’  And  I 
thought,  that  sounds  good  to  me. 
And  so  I  was  not  playing  ...  a  les¬ 
bian  ...  if  lesbians  choose  to 
identify  with  that  I  would  think 
that  that  is  their  problem. 

“I  think  Windows  is  a  film  that 
should  not  have  even  gone  into 
any  kind  of  big  release,  and  if  at 
all  they  should  have  stuck  it  in  at 


the  bottom  half  of  a  double  bill  at 
a  drive-in.  I  never  played  a  lesbian 
(in  the  film)  because  that  was  not 
nearly  as  interesting  to  me  as 
someone  who  was  psychotic  and 
obsessed  way  beyond  the  point  of 
gender.” 

Asked  by  GCN  why  she  chose 
to  be  in  that  movie  and  if  she 
regretted  that  decision,  Ashley  re¬ 
sponded,  ‘‘Because  1  wanted  to 
work  with  Gordon  Willis,  because 
I  was  broke,  because  I  had  to  pay 
the  rent,  and  was  totally  out  of 
money,  so  I  called  up  and  said,  ‘I 


got  to  go  to  work  and  what’s 
around?’  I  don’t  get  very  many 
really  good  film  offers.  I  always 
get  what’s  left  over  after  everyone 
else  has  turned  it  down  and  they 
can’t  get  anyone  who  can  walk 
and  talk  at  the  same  time. 

“There  wasn’t  really  a  script.  1 
got  pages  the  night  before  1  shot, 
and  I  thought  that’s  great  — 
that’s  how  all  European  directors 
work  .  .  .  then  you  don’t  have  any 
homework.  I  had  absolutely  no 
idea  that  they  would  cut  it  that 
way  or  they  would  exploit  it  that 
way.” 

Windows  was  not  listed  in  the 
press  packet  handed  out  before 
the  press  conference,  while  many 
other  films  which  starred  Ashley 
were  listed.  Asked  about  this 
omission,  Ashley  said,  “You 
would  have  to  ask  the  lady  who 
did  the  bio,  I  just  don’t  know.” 

Was  it  because  she  was  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  film?  “I  wasn’t  em¬ 
barrassed  while  I  was  doing  it,  I 
thought  I  was  doing  some  damn 
good  film  work  and  I  still  think 
there  are  a  couple  of  moments  in 
that  film  that  are  the  best  film 
work  that  I’ve  ever  done.  In  terms 
of  my  work,  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  plot  or  the  film  or  the 
advertising  campaign  or  the  pro¬ 
ducers  or  anyone  else,  it  only  has 
to  do  with  the  work  that  I  as  an 
actor  did  —  there  are  some  of  the 
best  moments  I’ve  ever  made  on 
film  —  that’s  all  you  ever  do  is 
make  moments.  An  editor  makes 
the  film,  and  unfortunately 
Gordon  Willis  is  a  great  cinemato¬ 
grapher,  but  he  couldn’t  edit.  So 
someone  else  edited  it  for  him. 

“I  think  the  studio  was  afraid 
of  this  picture  and  they  went  with 
absolute  exploitation  and  they 
edited  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  not 
only  made  no  sense  but  I  found  it 
to  intimate  luridness,  although 


there  was  no  luridness  ever  shot.” 

Asked  if  she  had  any  idea  why 
Hollywood  wasn’t  interested  in 
portraying  positive  images  of  les¬ 
bians,  Ashley  replied,  “Well,  I 
think  it  is  the  same  reason  that  no 
one  ever  talks  about  anything 

Boylover 

Continued  from  page  3 
is  unlikely  Kurfman  will  receive 
immunity.  Henson  told  GCN , 
however,  that  he  is  making  the 
appeal  with  the  argument  that 
extortion  is  a  far  worse  crime  than 
statutory  sex  offenses  with  a 
minor  male  and  should  be  pursued 
accordingly. 

This  position  is  considerably 
different  from  the  one  Henson  has 
taken  with  regard  to  Richard  Pe- 
luso,  one  of  the  first  men  accused 
in  the  Revere-Ring  dragnet.  GCN 
sources  indicate  that  Peluso’s 
attorney  contacted  Henson  and 
was  informed  that  there  would  be 
no  considerations  and  no  deals  for 
Peluso  who,  Henson  alleged, 
“programmed  boys  to  be  per- 


Continued  from  page  3 
give  him  enough  freedom  to  ex¬ 
press  how  his  mind  was  working. 

“I  felt  there  has  been  some 
headway  [in  Francis’  attitudes 
toward  gays],”  McGee  told  GCN. 
“At  some  point,  he  will  be  able  to 
accept  gays  —  partly  because  he 
was  scared;  also  because  he  had  to 
make  a  public  apology.  The  two 
together  made  him  more  aware  of 
what  he  had  done.  He  apologized 
for  his  violence  and  realized  he 
can’t  forcibly  impose  his  views  on 
others.” 

Francis  himself  maintains  that 
“I  didn’t  really  realize  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation;  I  do 


right  that  Jimmy  Carter  does, 
nobody  wants  to  go  back  over  Ted 
Kennedy’s  record,  .that’s  not 
what  sells  newspapers,  that’s  not 
what  gets  you  printed  in  the  paper 
.  .  .  that’s  why.” 


verts.”  In  a  similar  tone,  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Superior  Court  judge,  in 
a  recent  sentencing  of  a  man 
found  guilty  of  sex  with  a  minor 
male,  opined  that  such  acts  were 
worse  than  murder.  A  decision  on 
immunity  is  expected  from  Liacos 
later  this  week. 

Heres  denies  that  he  ever  en¬ 
gaged  in  any  extortion  attempt  on 
Kurfman.  But  he  does  wonder 
why,  since  police  knew  Kurfman 
to  be  a  boylover,  it  was  Heres  and 
others  who  were  indicted  for  sex 
offenses  with  minors  while  Kurf¬ 
man  and  other  boylovers  with 
whom  he  associated  were  not  in¬ 
dicted  by  the  former  D.A.  who 
promised  “to  clean  up  the  child 
molesters.” 


now  a  little  better.” 

But,  he  says,  “I  think  it  (sex 
between  men)  is  disgusting.  I’m  a 
man,  and  my  friends  are  men,  and 
I  love  my  friends  as  people,  and 
not  sexually.  If  a  friend  of  mine 
told  me  that  he  was  gay,  he 
wouldn’t  be  my  friend  anymore. 
Being  gay  is  morally  wrong.  One 
guy  kissing  another  is  disgusting. 

“I  wouldn’t  want  my  kids  ex¬ 
posed  to  them.  They  should  keep 
to  themselves.  If  there  are  10% 
who  are  gay,  the  90%  who  aren’t 
gay  shouldn’t  be  exposed  to  it.” 

Francis  concluded,  “I  was  just 
at  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong 
time.” 


600  Protest  Windows 


Continued  from  page  1 
men’s  counseling  service  on  do¬ 
mestic  violence)  carried  a  banner 
reading  “Men  against  violence 
against  women;  celebrate 
women’s  strength.”  Andy 
McCormick,  of  EMERGE,  told 
GCN  why  his  group  had  come  to 
the  demonstration:  “Men  use  vio¬ 
lence  as  a  preferred  method  of 
solving  problems,  and  films  like 
Windows  perpetuate  the  use  of 
violence  against  both  women  and 
gay  men.  We  are  here  because 
EMERGE  is  an  organization  of 
men  opposed  to  violence  against 
women  in  all  forms.  .  .  .  We  don’t 
think  the  social  problems  will  be 
changed  until  the  societal  norms 
are  changed  which  permit  and  en¬ 
courage  violence  against  women.” 

Several  people  from  the  Dis¬ 
abled  People’s  Libertarian  Front 
(DPLF)  were  also  at  the  demon¬ 
stration.  Their  group  has  been 
involved  in  a  two-year  struggle 
with  Sack  theatres  to  get  them  to 
make  the  theatres  accessible  to 
handicapped  people.  One  and  a 
half  years  ago  they  picketed  the 
Beacon  Hill  theatre  for  seven 
months.  Their  demands  have  still 


not  been  met.  James  Brooks  of 
DPLF  told  GCN  at  the  demon¬ 
stration,  “I  feel  good  about 
people  here,  a  real  solidarity  with 
other  oppressecfminorities.We  feel 
society  sees  disabled  people  as 
non-sexual,  that  any  display  of 
sexuality  by  disabled  people  is 
repulsive  —  which  is  how  they 
view  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 

An  estimated  30  people  went 
back  to  the  theatre  Saturday  night 
to  picket  and  hand  out  leaflets, 
and  encourage  movie-goers  to 
avoid  Windows.  A  small  number 
of  people  went  in  to  see  the  film, 
while  some  turned  away  after  talk¬ 
ing  to  the  demonstrators.  Organ¬ 
izers  have  called  for  a  continuing 
picket  on  weekends  if  the  movie 
remains  open. 

As  GCN  went  to  press,  we  were 
told  by  Sack  theatres  that  Win¬ 
dows  will  play  only  through 
Thursday,  April  17.  Asked  why 
the  film  was  leaving  after  less  than 
a  week,  a  spokeswoman  from 
Sack’s  publicity  department,  who 
did  not  wish  to  be  identified,  said, 
“The  film  is  definitely  leaving  this 
week.  It  just  didn’t  do  well  at  the 
box  office.  It  was  a  bad  film,  and 
got  poor  reviews.” 
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Albany  March 
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adults  in  sexual  activity  is,  by  its 
very  nature,  exploitative.  There¬ 
fore,  NOW-New  York  State  disas¬ 
sociates  itself  from  any  activity  or 
group  which  advocates  this 
exploitative  practice  or  which  pre¬ 
sents  members  of  an  organization 
advocating  this  practice  to  speak 
for  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
movement  as  a  whole.” 

“What  they’re  trying  to  do,” 
Thorstad  told  GCN,  “is  to  make 
our  little  flock  more  sanitary, 
more  respectable  to  the  President, 
the  news  media,  and  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party.  They’re  worried  the 
man/boy  love  issue  will  tarnish 
our  image,  so  they  spread  all  sorts 
of  lies  about  my  speaking  .  .  . 
Anything  I  say,  they  take  to  be  re¬ 
flective  of  my  views  on  the  age  of 
consent.  If  I  said,  ‘Mary  had  a  lit¬ 
tle  lamb,’  they  would  want  to 
know  how  old  the  lamb  was.  .  .  . 
These  are  middle-class  lesbians 
who  are  fundamentally  hostile  to 
male  sexuality,  of  which  man/boy 
love  is  a  manifestation.” 

“Utter  nonsense,”  Cooper  re¬ 
sponded.  “We  are  not  against  sex; 
we  are  against  non-consensual 
sex.  Adults  have  a  tremendous 
power  advantage  over  children. 
Many  of  these  men  simply  refuse 
to  deal  with  the  rape  issue.” 

Thorstad ’s  speech  at  the  rally 
made  no  specific  reference  to 
man/boy  love,  and  was  reportedly 
very  well  received. 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  in¬ 
cluded  Karen  Levine,  a  student  of 
the  State  University  of  New  York 
(SUNY)  at  Albany  and  one  of 
only  two  women  who  spoke;  Tai¬ 
wan  Delane,  representing  Third 
World  gays;  Michaiel  Rehack,  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind  of  New 
York;  Roger  Hooverman  of 
MCC-Albany,  who  spoke  as  a  gay 
father;  Mark  Moffatt,  of  Gay 
Youth  in  New  York;  and  Joe  Nor¬ 
ton,  representing  the  march  or¬ 


ganizing  committee. 

Norton  told  GCN  he  considered 
the  march  a  success  despite  the 
low  turnout,  which  he  attributed 
to  “squabbling  within  the  New 
York  City  groups,”  though  also 
citing  publicity  and  organizational 
problems.  The  local  media  cover¬ 
age  was  good,  he  reported. 

March  organizer  Vern  Hall- 
Smith,  who  was  the  coordinator 
for  last  October’s  March  on 
Washington  for  upstate  New 
York,  and  who  initiated  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  Albany  march,  was 
more  bitter.  “The  march  was  not 
a  success.  I  think  they  (the  LFL 
and  other  groups  opposing  Thor¬ 
stad)  sabotaged  it.  They’ve  set 
back  unity  in  the  state  by  five 
years.  I’m  personally  very  dis¬ 
appointed  because  I  called  the 
whole  thing  to  try  to  get  the  state 
together.” 

He  stressed  the  importance  of 
statewide  coalition  building  for 
upstate  and  rural  areas  and  cities 
without  developed  gay  commun¬ 
ities:  “In  Buffalo,  gay  people 
don’t  even  know  where  other  gay 
people  are.  In  New  York,  there 
are  148  organizations  that  don’t 
even  talk  to  each  other.  What  a 
contentious  lot.  They’ve  really 
done  a  number  on  the  people  up¬ 
state.”  He  added  that  a  certain  re- 

D.C.  Metro 

.Continued  from  page  1 
been  successfully  challenged  in 
court,  although  they  have  insisted 
on  charging  the  tax-exempt  non¬ 
profit  organization  commercial 
rates  as  opposed  to  the  lower  pub¬ 
lic-service  rates  charged  other 
groups.  Leonard  Graff,  attorney 
for  GAA,  told  GCN  the  board 
had  in  the  past  accepted  ads  from 
“a  whole  list  of  controversial 
groups”  including  anti-abortion 
and  pro-choice  organizations  and 
the  nuclear  power  industry. 

Recently,  transportation  ar- 


sentment  against  New  York  City 
activists  may  hamper  future  state¬ 
wide  actions. 

Andy  Humm  of  the  CLGR  re¬ 
jected  Hall-Smith’s  charge.  “I 
think  they  (the  upstate  organizers) 
wrecked  it.  It  was  a  foolish  limb 
for  them  to  crawl  out  on.  When 
you’re  building  a  broad-based 
effort,  you  have  to  watch  out 
whose  toes  you  step  on.  You  can’t 
bring  in  a  figure  as  controversial 
as  David  and  expect  to  get  broad- 
based  support  .  .  .  The  majority 
of  CLGR  members  didn’t  feel  the 
march  was  worth  participation.” 

Only  30  to  40  men  attended  the 
march  from  New  York  City,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Wayne  Sunday,  who 
indicated  there  was  little  interest 
in  the  march  to  begin  with  in  the 
city.  No  buses  from  New  York 
City  were  available  for  transporta¬ 
tion  to  Albany. 

Several  activists  also  expressed 
concern  that  the  animosity  bet  ween 
New  York  City  groups  seriously 
jeopardized  the  future  of  the 
CLGR  and  other  coalitions  and 
cooperative  efforts  in  New  York 
City. 

Two  resolutions  were  passed  at 
the  April  13  statewide  conference, 
attended  by  approximately  100 
persons,  on  the  day  following  the 
march  and  rally.  One,  sponsored 


rangements  for  the  march  resulted 
in  controvesy  when  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR)  of  New  York  called  for  a 
boycott  of  Greyhound  Bus  Lines 
and  its  subsidiary  Armour-Dial 
because  of  the  company’s  alleged 
support  of  the  two-day  event  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  37).  Greyhound 
has  provided  what  CLGR  claims 
are  extraordinary  services,  includ¬ 
ing  a  national  toll-free  telephone 
number  for  travel  and  hotel  reser¬ 
vations  and  a  staff  of  eight  to  help 
coordinate  the  project. 
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by  members  of  the  Revolutionary 
Socialist  League  (RSL),  set  forth  a 
statement  of  purpose  for  future 
statewide  groups.  The  second, 
drawn  up  by  members  of  GAA, 
called  the  the  establishment  of  a 


statewide  communications  net¬ 
work  that  would  “have  no 
reliance  on  the  government,  the 
cops,  the  courts,  or  capitalist 
parties.” 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 


KEVIN  H.  WHITE,  MAYOR 


YOUTH  SUMMER  JOBS  PROGRAM 

LABORERS  ASSISTANT/GENERAL:  No  specific 
skills  necessary.  Applicants  must  be  City  of  Bos¬ 
ton  residents*,  16  years  or  older.  Applications 
will  be  accepted  Tuesday,  April  22,  through  Fri¬ 
day,  April  25,  and  Monday,  April  28,  through  Fri¬ 
day,  May  2, 1980,  from  10:00  a.m.  -  noon,  an.d  from 
1:00  -  4:00  p.m.  in  Room  111  Boston  City  Hall. 
LABORERS  WILL  BE  SELECTED  THROUGH  A 
LOTTERY.  WINNERS  WILL  BE  NOTIFIED  BY 
JUNE  13,  1980 

CLERICAL/SPECIAL:  Clerical  applicants  must  type  40  wpm 
and  have  office  or  clerical  experience.  Applicants  for  special 
(counseling)  positions  must  have  the  requisite  education 
and/or  actual  experience  in  youth  counseling. 

LIFEGUARD:  Applicants  must  hold  1980  certificates  in  Life 
Saving  and  CPR.  Applicants  with  past  life  saving  experience 
will  be  given  preference. 

Applicants  for  Clerical/Special  and  Lifeguard  positions  must 
be  18  years  or  older  and  residents  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Applicants  for  these  positions  will  be  accepted  Tuesday, 
April  22  through  Friday,  April  25,  and  Monday,  April  28, 
through  Friday,  May  2, 1980,  from  10:00  a.m.  -  noon,  and  from 
1:00  -  4:00  p.m.  in  Room  111  Boston  City  Hall. 

‘PROOF  OF  BOSTON  RESIDENCY,  WHICH 
MUST  BE  PRESENTED  WITH  THE  APPLICA¬ 
TION,  CAN  BE  A  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  CARD 
OR  ID,  OR  A  POSTMARKED  LETTER  AD¬ 
DRESSED  TO  THE  APPLICANT  OR  PARENT. 
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1  Attorney  at  Law 

D.  Ward 

1  Relationship  Contracts 

Immigration 

I  Wills 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

1  Incorporations 

Real  Estate  Transactions 

|  Corporate  Matters 

Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*  617-426-2020 

Koala  Bcgf  Haiicuttcis 

OPEN  EVENINOS 


253  Newbury"< Sited 

boston  Mass.  02116 


247-7441 


Beacon  Hill 
Bicycle 


RALEIGH  303  CAMBRIDGE  ST. 

CONCORD  BOSTON,  MA  021 14 

DODSUN  (AT  CHARLES  STATION) 


(617)  523-9133 
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Julia  Penelope  and  Susan  Wolfe: 


The  Politics 

By  Jil  Clark 

Linguists  Susan  jiWolfe|and  Julia  Penelope  (Stanley)  are 
returning  lesbian  culture  to  its  rightful  owners.  They  are 
discovering  our  stories,  past  and  present.  In  their  linguis¬ 
tics  research,  they  are  unearthing  lesbian  herstory  buried 
millenia  ago  in  centuries  of  bloody  invasions  by  patriarchal 
nomads  during  which  our  matrilineal  ties  were  severed  and 
our  matrifocal  religions  “refocused.”  Most  recently,  as  the 
editors  of  The  Coming  Out  Stories  (published  by  Perseph¬ 
one  Press,  PO  Box  7222,  Watertown,  MA  02172),  Wolfe 
and  Penelope  have  brought  to  light  the  personal  herstories 
of  some  contemporary  amazons,  the  stories  of  36  women 
embroiled  in  life  or  death  combat  with  an  invisible,  silent 
enemy  —  indeed  with  invisibility  and  silence  itself.-  The 
invisibility  of,  and  silence  about,  lesbians  under 
patriarchy. 

Wolfe  and  Penelope  teach  linguistics  at  the  Universi¬ 
ties  of  South  Dakota  and  Nebraska  respectively.  Both  have 
published  articles  in  such  feminist  journals  as  Chrysalis, 
Sinister  Wisdom  and  the  Women ’s  Studies  International 
Quarterly,  as  well  as  in  numerous  academic  publications. 
Combined,  their  resumes  boast  an  impressively  long  list  of 
highly  original  linguistics  research  completed  and  courses 
taught.  That  their  work  is  “highly  original”  is  not  surpris¬ 
ing  since,  as  lesbian  feminists,  their  perception  of  the 
world  is  far  different  from  that  of  that  of  other  linguists, 
nearly  all  of  whom,  according  to  Penelope  and  Wolfe,  are 
apologists,  wittingly  or  unwittingly,  for  male  supremacy. 
Here  are  two  brilliant  scholars,  pioneers  in  a  new  field  that 
will  soon  receive  the  respect  it  deserves  in  academic  circles: 
feminist  linguistics. 

JC:  How  is  the  appearance  of  a  volume  of  lesbians’  coming 
out  stories  significant? 

JP:  With  this  book  we  captured  oral  tradition.  We  also 
validated  it.  We  are  very  much  the  people  of  the  book  — 
not  just  lesbians,  all  of  us.  Once  the  thing  is  in  print  it  has 
validity  .  .  .  If  it’s  in  print  it  must  be  real. 

The  stories  aren’t  only  validating  to  ourselves.  They 
also  validate  us  to  old  friends,  our  mothers,  our  sisters  — 
people  who  never  believed  before  that  we  were  whole 
human  beings.  [It  will  help  them  understand  that]  our 
being  lesbians  is  not  something  extra,  not  something  peri¬ 
pheral,  but  something  that  was  an  integral  part  of  every¬ 
thing  we  did,  that  we’ve  been  lesbians  our  whole  lives 
long,  and  that  it  does  affect  everything  we  do. 

JC:  How  was  each  of  you  personally  affected  by  reading 
these  stories? 

SW:  I  wasn't  fully  out  when  I  started  the  book  ...  It 
seemed  to  me  like  the  coming  out  story  had  a  function 
similar  to  certain  things  that  straight  women  talk  about: 
“my  abortion,”  “I  thought  I  was  pregnant,”  “how  I 
almost  went  crazy”  —  very  painful  experiences  which 
changed  their  whole  lives.  A  coming  out  story  is  the  same 
thing  except  it’s  so  much  a  part  of  our  identity  it’s  even 
more  important. 

As  I  started  to  read  the  stories  I  thought,  “I  have  to 
write  my  story,”  but  I  blocked  on  it  for  six  months.  I 
couldn’t  write  anything  else  while  I  couldn’t  write  my 
coming  out  story.  It  seemed  to  me  a  subterfuge  to  turn  out 
an  anthology  of  coming  out  stories  which  didn’t  have  my 
story  in  it.  When  I  started  talking  about  The  Coming  Out 
Stories ,  I  was  still  married  and  had  been  for  eight  years.  I 
knew  if  I  came  out  publicly  in  the  book  it  was,  in  effect, 
the  thing  that  was  going  to  make  the  transition  complete.  I 
was  going  to  have  to  tie  up  the  loose  ends.  1  was  going  to 
have  to  be  (pardon  the  expression)  a  real  lesbian. 

It  was  very  nerve-racking.  When  I  was  finally  able  to 
write  the  story,  I  wrote  it  at  the  typewriter  and  never  reread 
it  until  I  had  to  edit  the  typos  on  the  printer’s  galleys  for 
the  publication  of  the  book. 

I  read  everyone  else’s  story  before  I  wrote  mine  and  I 
was  deeply  moved.  I  was  particularly  interested  in  one  of 
the  contributors  who  was  also  trying  to  decide  what  to  do 
with  her  son.  We  were  both  having  the  same  kinds  of  pain 
and  difficulty,  so  I  started  a  lively  correspondence  with 
her.  Another  contributor  in  the  book  managed  to  find  me 
my  divorce  lawyer  in  Waterloo,  Iowa.  So  a  network  has 
formed  in  the  creating  of  this  book.  Julia  said  in  one  of  the 
introductions  that  it  may  seem  premature  to  talk  about  the 
lesbian  community  when  the  links  seem,  if  not  fragile,  at 
least  transitory.  Women  may  move  around,  we  may  lose 
sight  of  them  for  a  little  while,  but  it  became  perfectly 
clear  as  we  were  doing  the  book  that  [the  existence  of  a 
lesbian  community]  wasn’t  illusory. 


of  Language 


JC:  In  reading  The  Coming  Out  Stories  it  struck  me  that 
many  of  the  contributors  are  academic  women  who  made 
their  conscious  “debut”  as  lesbians  while  in  college,  in 
graduate  school  or  on  a  university  faculty.  Surely  you 
didn’t  purposely  exclude  the  stories  of  non-academic  lesbi¬ 
ans.  Could  you  talk  about  why  this  bias  appeared? 

JP:  I  think  it  has  to  do  with  language.  Being  articulate  in 
writing  is  still  very  much  bound  up  with  class  privilege.  For 
that  reason  a  lot  of  womemn  feel  insecure  about  their  writ¬ 
ing.  It’s  not  that  they  can’t  write,  but  they  feel  like  they 
can’t  write.  They  know  what  a  risk  the  printed  page  is  and 
they  are  afraid  to  make  themselves  vulnerable  in  that  way. 
We  offered  in  our  advertisement  in  Lesbian  Connection  to 
accept  cassettes,  so  that  if  a  woman  taped  her  story,  we 
would  have  it  transcribed. 

One  of  the  things  that  both  of  us  try  to  do  in  our 
teaching  is  to  give  women  access  to  the  kind  of  power  that 
written  language  brings.  There’s  no  doubt  about  that 
power  and  about  the  fact  that  women  have  not  had  access 
to  the  written  media. 

SW:  In  this  context,  what’s  really  interesting  is  that  we  try 
to  let  women  speak  in  their  own  language,  using  whatever 
command  of  patriarchal  language  or  whatever  different 
voice  they  have  that  is  non-patriarchal.  I  want  women  to 
know  that  we’re  quite  sincere,  that  we  would  like  to  have 
their  voices  in  the  next  anthology  that  we’re  doing  for 
Persephone  Press,  which  will  be  about  why  women  marry 
men,  which  is  a  question  that  has  not  been  asked  in  the 
past.  It’s  always  been  assumed  that  that  was  the  logical 
[thing  to  do], 

JP:  And  I’ve  never  understood  it,  so  I  thought  I’d  learn 
something. 

SW:  There  was  no  alternative.  We  asked  women  why  they 
married  men,  assuming  that  the  notion  of  romantic  love 
is,  in  many  cases,  just  that:  a  notion.  Women  get  married 
for  all  sorts  of  reasons.  Lesbians  get  married  for  all  sorts  of 
other  reasons.  We  would  like  to  find  out  what  those  rasons 
are.  On  this  topic,  the  voices  of  working  class  women  must 
be  heard.  We’re  very  serious.  We  will  edit  cassettes,  so  I’d 
like  to  encourage  anyone  out  there,  who  does  want  to  tell 
her  story  to  send  it  on. 

JC:  How  important  is  your  being  a  lesbian  feminist  in  your 
teaching  and  your  linguistics  research? 

JP:  When  I  first  started  teaching  I  didn’t  think  it  had 
anything  to  do  with  anything.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  I 
went  from  graduate  school  to  teach  at  the  University  of 
Georgia  (that  was  my  first  job)  I  tried  to  be  in  the  closet, 
which  you  would  have  to  have  laughed  at.  My  lover  moved 
to  Athens,  Georgia  with  me,  but  I  sold  my  motorcycle.  It 
was  this  weird  series  of  contradictions.  I  thought  I  was  a 
human  being  like  everybody  else,  so  I  didn’t  see  that  there 
was  any  connection  between  my  lesbianism  and  the  rest  of 
my  life.  Then  I  started  teaching  and  it  was  my  students 
who  radicalized  me.  I  didn’t  think  that  feminism  had 
anything  to  do  with  me,  I  mean  I  had  made  it  on  my  own, 
the  whole  rap  .  .  . 

JC:  When  was  this? 

JP:  Well,  it  started  in  about  1970.  My  students  got  to  me. 
My  classes  wertalways  overloaded.  I  found  out  (two  years 
later)  that  it  was  because  all  of  the  lesbians  and  faggots 
were  taking  my  courses.  They  had  identified  me  and  said, 
“We’re  gonna  take  courses  with  her  because  we  know 
she’s  a  dyke.  ’  ’  But  I  think  I’m  in  the  closet!  Adrienne  Rich 
calls  it  “the  lucite  closet”;  you  think  you’re  in  the  closet, 
but  every  one  else  can  see  through  it.  They  started 
approaching  me  to  see,  for  example,  would  I  be  the  faculty 
sponsor  for  the  women’s  group.  I  said  yes,  but  they  were 
real  homophobic:  I  went  to  one  meeting  and  never  went  to 
another  because  it  was  real  clear  that  they  didn’t  want  to 
deal  with  lesbians.  (That’s  why  I  stayed  away  from  femin¬ 
ism  for  a  while.)  When  the  gay  group  approached  me,  I 
refused  at  first.  One  of  the  faggots  sort  of  jokingly  said, 
“Don’t  you  want  to  be  our  test  case?”  I  said,  “No,  not 
particularly.”  In  the  spring  of  ’72  I  went  to  a  gay  dance  in 
Atlanta,  and  I  picked  up  a  little  packet  of  gay  stuff  from 
New  York  or  somewhere.  They  were  selling  this  packet  of 
gay  liberation  literature,  so  I  bought  one  to  be  supportive 
—  I  didn’t  plan  to  read  it.  In  it  was  the  Radicalesbian 
thing  (an  essay  by  a  New  York  lesbian  feminist  group).  I 
read  that  and  it  made  all  kinds  of  sense.  That  moved  me  a 
little  further  along  in  my  process  and  finally,  I  decided  to 
leave  academia  in  the  fall  of  ’72.  I  was  going  to  join  a 
commune  of  my  friends.  I  sort  of  issued  a  declaration  of 
independence  which  I  dittoed  up  and  put  in  everybody’s 


mail  box  in  the  department,  and  I  went  in  to  the  chair¬ 
man,  and  I  said,  “I  don’t  like  the  rules  of  the  game.  I  j 
don’t  like  playing  the  game.  I’m  better  at  your  game  than 
you  are  and  I  don’t  think  I  want  to  do  this  anymore.” 

Just  a  couple  of  weeks  later  a  theatre  group  called 
Womenspace  (it  later  became  Red  Dyke  Theater)  came  to 
a  women’s  week  program  on  the  University  of  Georgia 
campus.  The  theatre  performance  is  what  put  me  over  the 
edge  and  fully  radicalized  me.  They  had  a  skit  that  they 
pantomimed  to  the  song  “Under  My  Thumb”  (by  the 
Rolling  Stones).  That  same  weekend  there  was  a  meeting 
for  something  that  was  to  become  the  Southeastern  Gay 
Coalition,  so  I  thought  I  would  drop  in  (again,  to  be  sup¬ 
portive.  I  wasn’t  involved,  I  was  just  supportive).  I  was 
nominated  to  become  one  of  the  coordinators!  Here  I  had 
given  out  this  declaration  saying  that  I  didn’t  want  to  play 
by  their  rules  anymore.  I  had  to  go  through  with  it.  I  had 
no  choice.  I  sat  and  prayed,  “Maybe  no  one  will  know  me 
and  they  won’t  elect  me.”  Well,  they  did  and  I  became  f 
one  of  the  five  coordinators  of  the  Southeastern  Gay 
Coalition.  When  it  was  reported  in  the  front  page  of  the 
student  newspaper,  that  was  it.  Being  a  lesbian  for  me 
since  then  has  always  had  to  do  with  my  teaching. 

JC:  How?  In  the  content  of  your  courses  or  in  your 
approach  to  students? 

JP:  Well,  I  can’t  separate  any  of  those.  I  teach  as  an 
outcast.  Everything  I  do,  I  do  as  an  outcast.  Now  students 
are  very  hostile  to  me.  A  lot  of  people  in  our  society  think 
that  the  process  of  learning  is  somehow  just  having  the 
same  old  shit  that  you’ve  known  all  your  life  told  to  you 
over  again.  That’s  not  what  I  do.  I  do  everything  from  a 
lesbian  feminist  perspective.  They  can’t  take  any  of  the 
things  for  granted  in  my  class  that  they  can  take  for 
granted  in  anybody  else’s  classroom.  They  get  real  angry.  I 
do  everything  as  a  lesbian.  They  hate  me  for  it. 

SW:  When  I  was  growing  up  I  knew  that  I  was  diflerent 
but  I  didn’t  have  a  label  for  my  own  identity.  When  I 
heard  a  label  that  sounded  to  me  like  it  might  be  perti¬ 
nent,  the  label  that  I  heard  was  “queer.”  One  of  our  con¬ 
tributors  has  said  that  the  context  in  which  she  heard 
words  like  “lesbian,”  “homosexual,”  “dyke,”  was  scan¬ 
dalous.  There  was  no  way  to  use  those  labels  and  be  self- 
accepting.  In  fact,  I  think  what’s  happening  is  that 
lesbians  are  reclaiming  labels  that  have  been  pejorative 
and  turning  them  to  our  own  uses.  I’m  certain  that’s  true 
of  “dyke.” 

Julia  pointed  out  to  me  that  if  you  look  up  “hetero¬ 
sexual”  in  the  dictionary,  you  discover  that  is  what 
“sexual”  means;  if  you  look  up  “sexual”  it  says,  “especi¬ 
ally  heterosexual  sex.”  Embedded  in  words  like  “sexual”  i 
is  the  notion  of  heterosexuality.  At  the  same  time,  if  you 
look  up  the  word  “homosexual”  you  will  discover  that  > 
sexual  activity  is  implicit  in  the  term.  If  you  are  a  lesbian, 
if  you  are  a  gay  man,  all  you  are  here  for  is  sexual  activity,  i 
I’m  not  perceived  in  any  way  other  than  as  a  sexual  being 
and  the  type  of  sex  1  have  is  deviant. 

JP:  Because  of  the  way  we’re  just  left  out  of  the  language,  I  ! 
went  through  a  process  as  I  grew  up  in  which  I  kept  trying  j 
to  find  something  that  described  me  and  what  I  was  feel¬ 
ing.  When  I  was  about  four  or  five  I  told  my  mother  that  I 
wanted  to  marry  someone  just  like  her.  My  mother  said, 
“No,  no,  no.  You  have  to  marry  a  boy."  I  said,  “Oh,  I 
don’t  want  to  do  that.”  When  I  was  nine  I  went  to  the 
library  and  I  found  “homosexual”  and  I  thought,  “Ah, 
that’s  me.”  But  then  I  didn’t  like  what  was  in  the  books 
[about  homosexuals]  so,  at  12  I  learned  to  describe  myself 
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•  is  “queer.”  When  I  was  about  13  1  heard  about  Christine 
i  orgensen  (a  transsexual)  so  I  decided  that  I  was  a  man’s 
)  ,oul  in  a  woman’s  body  and  there  had  been  this  horrible 
nistake.  I  kept  trying  to  get  my  mother  and  stepfather  to 

I  end  me  to  Copenhagen  so  I  could  have  an  operation. 
vVhen  I  was  15  I  discovered  the  word  “gay.”  It  wasn’t 
intii  1972  that  I  first  said  the  word  “lesbian.”  It  was  such 

I I  threat  to  me.  I  had  beencalled  a  dyke  and  had  been  called 
i  bulldyke  and  a  truckdriver  and  a  dieseldyke  —  always  by 
aggots  and  always  in  a  pejorative  way.  I’d  walk  into  a  bar 
ind  they’d  say  “Where’d  you  leave  your  truck?”  I  was 
ery  hurt  by  that.  (This  was  in  the  ’50s  and  ’60s.  Now  I  tell 
hem  where  they  can  wear  the  truck.) 

Now  what  I  find  is  that  we  need  a  whole  new  vocabu- 
ary  for  the  different  kinds  of  relationships  we’re  trying  to 
structure  for  ourselves.  I  feel  very  much  at  a  loss  sometimes 
vhen  I’m  asked,  even  by  another  lesbian,  what  my  rela- 
ionship  to  another  woman  is.  You  say  “lover”  and  some- 
now  that  means  necessarily  sexual,  whereas  that  may  not 
3e  what  you’re  trying  to  convey.  You  say,  “friend,”  and 
omehow  it’s  not  necessarily  sexual.  There  is  no  way  to  say 
n  a  word,  “Gee,  I  relate  to  x  and  y  and  z  on  all  these  dif- 
erent  levels  and  at  different  times  for  different  reasons” 
without  giving  a  whole  discourse  on  it.  We  don’t  have  a 
vocabulary  that  isn’t  tainted  with  male  descriptions. 

$W:  Worse  than  that,  in  an  article  that  we  wrote  called 
‘Sex  Marked  Predicates  in  English”  which  we  published 
in  Linguistic  Journal  we  discovered  that  all  terms  relating 
co  sexual  acts  deal  with  the  male  perception  of  sex.  That  is, 
ill  the  verbs  we  looked  at  —  things  like  “screw”  and 
“ball”  —  all  those  verbs  meant  that  a  male  did  something 
active  to  a  passive  women.  There  was  virtually  nothing  to 
describe  the  female  response  to -the  act.  That  means  that 
gay  men  have  a  ready-made  vocabulary  to  deal  with  their 
sexual  activity  and  lesbians  have  essentially  nothing, 
although  we  wouldn’t  want  those  words  anyway  because  so 
many  of  them  are  hostile  and  negative  and  violent  .  .  . 

I  feel  pretty  much  at  a  loss  in  terms  of  describing  how 
I  relate  to  other  women  and  what  we  do.  Do  you 
remember  the  Lesbian  Reader  (Amazon  Press,  1975) 
article  about  a  lesbian  being  interviewed  by  somebody  for 
Masters  and  Johnson?  The  lesbian  was  asked  if  she  and  her 
lover  engage  in  “mutual  masturbation.”  The  woman  was 
very  confused.  Finally,  the  interviewer  asked,  “What  do 
you  call  it?”  and  the  woman  said,  “We  call  that  making 
love.”  I  mean,  what  do  you  do  with  something  like  “digi¬ 
tal  manipulation  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  masturba¬ 
tion?”  How  many  babies  would  there  be  if  you  had  to  say 
something  like  that  to  mean  “intercourse”? 

JC:  Imagine  there  was  a  positive  word  for  “lesbian.”  What 
kind  of  a  culture  do  you  think  that  word  would  come 
from? 

SW:  (after  a  long  pause)  There’s  a  reason  we’re  speechless. 
You’ve  just  asked  us  to  imagine  that  it  is  positive,  that  it’s 
desirable  to  be  a  lesbian  —  not  just  acceptable,  but 

desirable. 

JC:  I  notice  that  you  automatically  eqqated  my 
hypothetical  positive  word  with  a  positive  perception  of 
lesbianism  .  .  . 

JP:  Yes.  Well,  if  there  were  a  culture  like  that,  a  culture  in 
which  being  a  lesbian  was  positive,  it  would  be  an  all 
women’s  culture.  There  would  be  no  men  in  the  world  any 
more  (which  I  think  would  be  perfect)  and  there  wouldn’t 
be  a  word  for  “lesbian.”  The  more  positive  something  is, 
the  more  it’s  taken  for  granted  and  the  fewer  terms  there 
are  [to  designate  it].  Consider,  for  example,  the  fact  that, 


in  our  culture,  lying  is  regarded  as  a  no-no.  I  have  been 
collecting  the  different  terms  and  phrases  that  we  have  for 
lying  and  there  are  hundreds.  Then  look  for  words  that 
describe  the  act  of  being  honest.  I  have  only  found  six. 
Consider  the  number  of  terms  there  are  for  what  the  men 
regard  as  evil  spirits  —  Satan,  the  devil.  There  are 
hundreds  of  terms.  There  are  only  nine  or  ten  terms  for 
their  godhead.  So  the  more  positive  something  is,  the 
more  it’s  taken  for  granted,  the  fewer  terms. 

JC:  How  does  your  lesbianism  inform  your  linguistics 
research? 

JP:  I  can  see  gaps  in  linguistics  research  that  male  and 
straight  women  linguists  take  for  granted.  They  see  langu¬ 
age  through  the  eyes  of  the  culture,  the  screens  that  they 
have  acquired  during  the  educational  process.  When  they 
look  at  a  phenomenon  (it  doesn’t  matter  if  it’s  language  or 
a  molecule)  they  can  only  see  what  those  cultural  filters, 
allow  them  to  see.  As  soon  as  you  rip  off  those  filters,  you 
have  a  whole  different  perspective  on  what’s  happening. 
JC:  Are  they  missing  things  even  as  obvious  as  what  you 
were  talking  about  before:  200  or  300  negative  terms  to 
describe  women’s  sexuality? 

JP:  They  never  noticed! 

SW :  Julia  and  I  have  been  writing  about  the  sorts  of  things 
that  are  only  noticed  as  women  in  particular  get  into  lin¬ 
guistics.  The  fact  that  there  are  some  one  thousand  words 
for  sexually  promiscuous  women  just  doesn’t  catch  men’s 
eyes.  Men  analyze  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  those  one 
thousand  words,  as  well  as  the  one  thousand  words  for  the 
act  of  sexual  intercourse,  in  the  following  way:  This 
indicates  the  universal  fascination  with  the  sex  act  and  is  an 
instance  of  the  creative  fertility  of  the  English  language. 
(That’s  an  approximate  quote  from  theprominent  linguist, 
Eric  Partridge).  This  is  simply  insulting  and  demeaning  to 
women. 

For  years  I’ve  been  teaching  grammar  (and  whether  or 
not  I  will  ultimately  rebel  as  a  result  of  my  political 
position  is  becoming  increasingly  an  affirmative).  One  of 
the  things  that  we’ve  had  to  teach  up  until  a  couple  of 
years  ago  is  that  the  pronoun  replacing  indefinite  anteced¬ 
ents  (words  like  “everyone”)  is  “he.”  I  have  been  told  to 
explain  that  rule  as  agreement  in  number ,  not  gender.  It  is 
assumed  that  “he”  is  the  only  singular  pronoun  in 
English.  “She”  is  not  a  possibility.  Now,  if  you  do  what 
Julia  did,  which  is  to  go  back  and  look  at  the  grammars  of 
the  17th  and  18th  centuries,  what  you  discover  is  that  then 
grammarians  were  quite  out  front  about  it:  they  said  that 
since  the  male  was  the  superior  sex,  it  would  be  insulting 
to  any  person  of  unknown  sex  to  have  it  assumed  that  they 
were  female.  Now  the  rules  are  formulated  differently,  so 
that  this  rule  is  being  advanced  as  number  agreement 
between  indefinite  antecedents  and  the  masculine  pro¬ 
noun.  It  is  not  talked  about  as  gender  agreement,  which  is 
what  it  really  is. 

Many  women  who  are  looking  at  language  are  looking 
at  sexism  in  language,  sexism  in  children’s  literature, 
sexism  in  sociobiology,  sexism  in  anthropology.  Because 
[Julia  and  I]  are  already  outside  the  male /female  relation¬ 
ship,  we  are  asking,  “What  would  the  theory  look  like  if 
women  had  done  all  of  this?” 

JC:  It  sounds  like  you’re  asking  infinitely  more  basic  ques¬ 
tions  about  etymology  and  grammar  than  anyone  who  is 
working  in  mainstream  linguistics.  Have  you  been  doing 
any  research  into  the  languages  of  cultures  where  the  value 
system  is  different,  where  women  are  not  devalued? 

SW:  I’m  teaching  a  course  right  now,  a  graduate  seminar 
on  language  and  sex.  In  order  to  see  the  relationship 
between  language  and  culture  clearly,  we  compare  the 
relationship  between  language  and  culture  in  another 
society.  For  instance,  we’ve  studied  the  Basques  —  a 
matrilineal  people  [a  people  who  trace  descent  through  the 
females  instead  of  the  males]  who  live  in  Europe  between 
France  and  Spain  in  the  Pyrenees  mountains.  Their  culture 
has  been  encroached  upon  by  Spanish  and  French  Christ¬ 
ian  codes,  so  that  their  inheritance  laws  over  the  centuries 
have  been  modified,  but  there  are  still  relics  of  the  old 
Basque  culture  in  the  Basque  language.  The  Basques  have 
ritualized  terminology  to  refer  to  symbolic  castration.  The 
term  for  castration  seems  to  be  related  to  the  term  “to 
make  whole”  or  “to  heal”  and  related  to  the  word  for 
“doctor.”  Also,  interestingly  enough,  there  is  a  Basque 
word  that  means  “a  man  who  resembles  a  woman”  and 
it’s  a  high  compliment.  It  has  been  borrowed  into  Spanish 
as  an  insult  and  is  roughly  the  equivalent  of  the  word 


“fairy.”  The  shift  in  meaning  as  the  word  has  been 
borrowed  from  culture  to  culture  is  some  indication  that 
language  really  does  reflect  the  cultural  values  of  the 
people  who  speak  it.  In  Basque,  one  swears  by  the  great 
mother  and  one  can  swear  by  one’s  grandmother  —  not 
because  that  is  a  term  that  is  not  valued,  but  because  in 
order  to  be  uttering  profanity  one  has  to  use  the  name  of  a 
female  in  vain. 

JC:  What’s  significant  is  that  the  language  belongs  to  a 
matrilineal  culture? 

SW:  What’s  really  significant  is  that  these  people  have 
been  living  there  apparently  for  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
years.  The  skulls  that  have  been  discovered  in  the  area  date 
back  millenia.  This  seems  to  indicate  that  the  Basque 
culture  is  indigenous  to  Europe,  that  it  is  of  greater  anti¬ 
quity  than  the  European  culture  we’ve  all  grown  accus¬ 
tomed  to.  Our  own  cultural  forebears  (by  “our”  1  mean 
people  of  European  origin)  may  not  have  had  the  same  sort 
of  culture  as  we  associate  with  European  culture,  but  may 
instead  have  had  the  same  sort  of  inheritance  practices  as 
the  Basque  people  and  may  in  fact  have  had  matrifocal 
religion  [religion  based  on  a  mother  goddess]. 

There  appears  now  to  be  some  interest  in  another 
European  group  known  as  the  Old  Europeans  who  settled 
around  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Adriatic.  They  appear 
to  have,  if  not  worshipped  female  figures,  certainly  to  have 
had  those  female  figures  in  their  shrines.  The  female 
figures  are  clearly  not  sexual  figures;  they  have  none  of 
that  eroticism  about  them  that  one  would  associate  with  a 
so-called  Venus  figurine.  In  fact,  one  of  the  goddess 
figures  is  shown  birthing:  the  head  of  the  child  is 
just  crowning  and  the  mother  is  a  massive  figure. 

Well,  some  of  the  terms  that  deal  with  kinship  and 
religion  in  the  language  seem  to  suggest  that  there’s  been 
a  fusion  of  two  cultures.  The  early  religions  of  Greece  and 
Rome  were  in  fact  female  based.  For  instance,  the  Greek 
term  for  womb  is  delphos  and  the  Greek  term  for  brother 
is  adelpho  and,  for  sister,  adelphi.  This  would  have  to  refer 
to  uterine  kinship  [in  other  words,  they  were  tracing  kin¬ 
ship  through  the  mother].  The  Indo-Europeanists  [people 
who  study  the  languages  of  Europe  and  parts  of  the  world 
colonized  by  Europeans]  have  noticed  this  without  much 
interest.  They  may  state  that  perhaps  there  was  an  earlier 
time  when  kinship  was  not  patriarchal  [traced  through  the 
fathers,  in  a  culture  where  men  are  in  power]  but  that  is  as 
far  as  they  go  with  it.  Frequently  they  contradict  them¬ 
selves  on  the  following  page  of  their  texts.  I’m  thinking  of 
something  by  Lockewood  called  Protoindo-European  Phil¬ 
ology ,  in  which,  on  one  page,  he  claims  that  there  are 
terms  for  interuterine  kinship  in  Greek  and  that,  interest¬ 
ingly  enough,  they  are  related  to  the  Sanskrit  terms  for  “to 
do”  or  “to  make”  or  “to  create.”  Two  pages  later  he 
claims  that  Indo-European  has  always  been  patriarchal.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  contradiction  would  have  been 
noted  by  anyone  who  was  not  so  immersed  in  patriarchy. 
JC:  It  sounds  like  the  hypothesis  that  matriarchal  culture  [a 
culture  where  women  are  in  power]  —  or  at  least  societies 
with  matrilineal  inheritance  and  matrifocal  religion  — 
preceded  patriarchy  has  gained  legitimacy,  even  among 
traditional  linguists,  as  witnessed  by  those  scholars’ 
defensive  refutations  of  feminist  linguists’  findings. 

SW:  Yes,  I  suspect  the  fact  that  they  now  feel  it  necessary 
to  refute  this  notion  indicates  that  they  do  think  that  there 
might  be  some  plausibility  to  it.  It  is  now  a  subject  for 
debate.  But  it  is  being  claimed  that  the  Indo-Europeans 
were  the  patriarchal  group  and  the  other  culture  was 
stomped  out. 

JP:  They  have  found  an  amazon  just  north  of  the  Black  Sea 
in  the  Ukraine.  I  predicted  in  1974  that  it  would  soon  be 
discovered  that  the  Indo-Europeans  were  the  amazons  and 
that  their  slaughter  by  the  Greeks  represented  the  final 
destruction  of  the  Indo-European  matriarchy.  Sure 
enough,  now  they  are  beginning  to  find  the  artifacts:  an 
amazon  in  full  body  regalia,  armor  and  all  —  and  the 
bones  of  her  horse  were  there  with  her. 

SW:  We’ve  done  some  etymological  research  about  the 
word  “amazon.”  There  are  two  roots  that  are  spelled 
exactly  the  same:  magh  1.  and  magh  2.  Magh  1  is  “battle” 
or  “fight”  and  comes  down  to  us  as  “amazon.”  Magh  2  is 
“to  have  power,”  “to  be  strong,”  “to  be  mighty,”  and 
comes  down  as  the  verbs  “may”  or  “might”  in  English 
and  in  words  like  “maji,”  “magic,”  "machtilda  —  battle 
queen.” 
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the  plot.  The  author  succeeds  in  making  an  easily 
generalizable  model  of  the  effects  of  feminism  on  the 
university  community. 

Unfortunately,  the  evolution  of  the  consciousness 
this  book  describes  seems  old  hat  to  the  1980  reader. 

Seed  of  a  Woman  would  have  been  startling  in  its 
revelations  had  it  been  published  in  the  early  1970s.  It 
was  written  at  that  time,  but  publishing  it  took  ten  years. 
Geller’s  problems  in  getting  her  book  into  print  included 
a  dispute  with  Diana  Press  that  was  the  subject  of  much 
discussion  in  the  feminist  press  in  1978.  She  has  finally 
self-published.  Has  her  manuscript  aged  well?  To  those 
who  spent  the  late  ’60s  on  a  college  campus,  the  book’s 
serious  tone  about  familiar  experiences  that  have  become 
vague  memories  seems  almost  satirical  ten  years  later.  I 
think  the  book’s  true  audience  will  be  younger  readers 
trying  to  understand  the  ’60s  and  the  roots  of  the  second 
wave  of  feminism. 

The  author’s  writing  style  does  bring  merit  to  the 
book  outside  of  its  content.  She  has  a  wonderful  way  of 
exposing  people  as  they  play  out  self-conscious  scenarios. 
For  example,  one  scene  absolutely  bares  the  pretentions 
of  the  hip  professor,  David.  His  primary  lover,  Elisabeth, 
has  joined  a  women’s  liberation  group  and  has  been  con¬ 
fronting  him  about  his  sexism.  He  tries  to  explain  this 
pressure  to  his  newer  lover,  Becky,  who  has  been  so  busy 
in  the  library  doing  his  research  that  she  hasn’t  heard  the 
new  feminist  ideas  circulating  the  campus.  She  asks 
David  what  “chauvinism”  is: 

He  sat  back,  enjoying  the  role  of  teacher.  “Elisabeth  is 
talking  about  male  chauvinism.”  He  gave  her  a 
humorous  look  as  if  it  was  all  beyond  him.  She  smiled 
back,  but  it  was  beyond  her  too.  “Male  chauvinism  is 
.  .  .  Well,  it’s  a  difficult  concept  to  explain  to  you,  but  I 
suppose  in  a  word  you  could  say  that  it’s  a  belief  in  the 
natural  superiority  of  the  male.”  He  leaned  forward. 
“Elisabeth  is  a  difficult  woman.  I’ve  given  her  a  lot  of 
emotional  support.  Sometimes  .  .  .”  He  paused. 

“Sometimes  1  get  tired.  1  just  want  to  rest.  I  want  to  find 
somebody  who  understands  my  point  of  view.” 

Becky  wanted  to  placate  him  quickly.  “I  can  under¬ 
stand  how  you  feel,”  she  said  .  .  .  “And  male  chau-. 
vinism,  whatever  it  is,  can’t  be  all  that  bad.  And  I  mean 
if  you’re  really  trying  ...” 

.  .  .He  stubbed  out  his  cigarette,  frowning.  Elisabeth 
was  already  suspicious  of  Becky,  already  making  cracks 
about  his  chauvinism.  But  if  Becky  joined  the  women’s 
liberation  group  and  he  was  the  reason  she  joined,  it 
would  squelch  Elisabeth’s  incessant  criticisms.  It  was  the 
perfect  solution,  (p.  120) 

There  is  a  lesbian  content  in  Seed  of  a  Woman, 
although  it  is  presented  as  a  subplot.  As  the  main  char¬ 
acters  grow  disillusioned  with  their  male  lovers  and  more 
involved  \yith  feminism,  they  become  more  aware  of  the 
lesbians  around  them.  More  of  the  lesbians  in  the 
women’s  liberation  group  come  out  publicly,  leading  to 
disputes  about  their  role  in  feminism.  One  of  the  funniest 
scenes  in  the  book  has  the  two  leftist  men  discussing  a 
lesbian: 

“And  I’m  telling  you  she’s  not  working  class,”  David 
said  .  .  .  “She  can’t  be  working  class.  If  she’s  a  lesbian 
she  cannot  be  working  class  and  that’s  all  there  is  to  it 
.  .  .  The  working  class  won’t  tolerate  sexual  perversions 
like  the  more  bourgeois  classes  do  .  .  .” 
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working  class  family.  She’s  lonely  at  her  new  college,  and 
quickly  falls  for  David,  a  “hip”  professor  who  leads 
campus  anti-war  activity.  Justine,  the  most  sympathetic 
character  in  the  book,  was  a  “townie”  working  woman 
when  Paul,  a  leftist  grad  student,  saw  in  her  his  fantasy 
of  class  solidarity  and  decided  to  make  a  politically  cor¬ 
rect  marriage.  However,  Justine  gets  pregnant  just  before 
they  are  to  leave  on  Paul’s  dream  trip  to  cut  cane  in 
Cuba.  The  deterioration  of  their  marriage,  plus  the  story 
of  Becky’s  stormy  relationship  with  the  “non-monoga- 
mous”  David,  form  the  plot  of  the  novel.  The  author 
obviously  intends  these  two  couples  to  represent  the 
deterioration  of  heterosexual  relationships  that  led  to  the 
growth  of  a  feminist  consciousness  in  women  at  the  end 
of  the  ’60s.  The  portrayal  of  women  in  the  anti-war 
movement,  and  the  tensions  created  by  government  sub¬ 
version  of  the  anti-war  movement  add  to  the  richness  of 


Seed  of  a  Woman  takes  place  on  a  university  campus 
from  September,  1969  to  April  1970,  and  focuses  on 
a  small  group  of  people  whose  lives  become  inter¬ 
related  during  that  academic  year.  Becky  is  a  first-year 
grad  student  who  has  been  putting  herself  through  college 
despite  the  discouragement  of  her  working  herself 
through  college  despite  the  discouragement  of  her 
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The  sparse  literature  of  the  “men’s  movement”  has 
been  sorely  lacking  in  political  analysis.  Since  the 
mid-seventies,  when  men  first  found  the  self- 
centered  gall  to  cry  “We’re  oppressed  tool”,  little  analy¬ 
sis  has  come  from  the  mouths  of  men.  Indeed,  the 
writings  of  the  so-called  “leaders”  of  the  men’s  move¬ 
ment  —  Warren  Farrell,  Jack  Nichols,  Mark  Feigen 
Fasteau  —  have  offered  only  a  superficial  treatment  of 
masculinity.  It  took  a  woman,  Phyllis  Chesler,  in  the 
controversial  book  On  Men,  to  strip  aside  the  rhetoric 
and  expose  the  substantive  issues  that  confront  every  bio¬ 
logical  male:  father/son  wounding,  power,  the  tool  of 
violence.  Chesler’s  analysis  seemed  to  herald  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  a  psycho-political  interpretation  of  the  male  con¬ 
dition  and  should  have  inspired  articles  and  books  that 
developed  her  analysis  and  applied  it  to  many  aspects  of 
men’s  lives.  Unfortunately,  this  has  not  been  the  case. 

The  publication  of  Sam  Julty’s  Men’s  Bodies ,  Men’s 
Lives  and  Leonard  Kriegel’s  On  Men  and  Manhood 
shows  how  narrow  the  vision  remains  of  masculinity. 
While  both  books  address  the  liberal  issues  affecting 
many  men,  neither  book  is  able  to  approach  the  core 
issues  and  attain  a  thorough  understanding  of  what  can 
only  be  called  the  process  of  masculinity.  By  process,  1 
mean  not  only  the  way  one  becomes  indoctrinated  into 
male  roles,  but  the  process  by  which  men  are  created  by 
men  and  go  on  to  create  other  men.  The  endless  cycle  of 
men  training  boys  to  control  women  and  wound  other 
males  is  a  process  that  results  in  much  more  than  the 
creation  of  patriarchy;  it  creates  a  system  of  living  for 
men  that  has  no  beginning  and,  apparently,  no  end  in 
sight.  This  is  the  issue  that  Chesler  thrust  upon  us,  and 


the  issue  that  men  continue  to  flee  from. 

Men’s  Bodies,  Men’s  Selves,  the  long  awaited  book 
by  Sam  Julty,  guru  of  the  New  York  men’s  movement, 
attempts  to  answer  the  question,  “Why  isn’t  there  an 
Our  Bodies,  Ourselves  for  men?”  While  Julty’s  book 
attempts  to  provide  the  volume  of  information  for  men 
that  the  Boston  Women’s  Health  Collective  provided  for 
women,  what  makes  Julty’s  book  less  than  adequate  is 
that  it  lacks  the  political  urgency  of  the  women’s  book. 
Our  Bodies,  Ourselves  was  directed  to  an  audience  that 
had  been  kept  ignorant  of  their  health  needs  by  a 
woman-hating  society;  Men ’s  Bodies,  Men ' s  Selves  is 
aimed  at  a  very  privileged  stratum  of  society  and,  even 
though  men  need  information  about  health,  sex,  and 
parenting  issues,  the  lack  of  urgency  and  shallow  political 
analysis  make  the  book  bland. 

Julty’s  book  will  find  its  audience  and  it  will  be  an 
audience  of  “sensitive”  straight  men.  While  the  authot 
wisely  included  a  substantial  chapter  entitled  “Men 
Loving  Men,”  written  by  gay  men,  the  fact  that  the  rest 
of  the  book  is  written  with  the  assumption  that  all  men 
are  heterosexual  reflects  a  bias  that  has  burdened  the 
men’s  movement  since  its  beginnings.  In  fact,  Julty 
makes  the  unfortunate  mistake  of  ignoring  the  vital  role 
gay  men  had  in  the  founding  of  the  movement.  Many  of 
the  earliest  men’s  movement  activists  were  emigrants 
from  the  gay  liberation  movement,  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  soon  alienated  from  the  straight  men  in  the  move¬ 
ment  and  left  it  to  put  their  energies  into  alternative  gay 
male  culture,  is  an  important  piece  of  information  that  is 
consistently  silenced  by  the  current  men’s  movement. 
When  providing  an  overview  of  how  sexism  relates  to 
men,  Julty  states,  “Men  can  express  their  sexuality  with¬ 
out  risking  their  reputations.  Men  are  not  verbally  or 
physically  harassed  in  the  streets.”  Clearly  the  author  is 
out  of  touch  with  the  contemporary  situation  for  men 
who  don’t  happen  to  be  heterosexual. 

What  is  missing  from  the  book  which  should  have 
been  included  is  a  guide  for  gay  men  attempting  to  fit 
into  the  men’s  movement.  Little  space  is  devoted  to  gay/ 
straight  relations  among  men,  yet  most  gay  men  who 
have  worked  with  the  men’s  movement  find  dealing  with 
the  homophobia  of  straight  men  to  be  the  major  drain 
upon  their  energy.  And  the  book  devotes  very  little  space 
to  the  relationship  gay  men  have  to  masculinity,  which  is 
not  the  same  as  that  of  straight  men.  This  issue,  which 
should  be  prime  material  for  faggots  to  write  about  and 
work  on,  is  generally  ignored  by  everyone  —  the  straight 
men’s  movement  as  well  as  the  gay  male  movement.  Dif¬ 
ficult  issues  don’t  sell  books. 

Leonard  Kriegel’s  book,  On  Men  and  Manhood  is 
one  man’s  exploration  of  the  burden  masculinity  has 
placed  on  his  life.  In  this  case,  it’s  not  just  one  man,  it’s 
one  straight  man,  as  Kriegel  makes  his  tendencies  clear 
from  the  first  page  of  the  book.  While  Kriegel’s  book  is 
a  somewhat  poetic  rehashing  of  the  sorry  state  of  life  for 
men,  who,  although  they  are  the  powers  behind  the  patri¬ 
archal  system,  seem  upset  that  they  suffer  a  bit  in  the 
process.  Kriegel’s  book  seems  whiney,  and  self-centered 
to  the  point  of  being  inappropriately  serious  as  he  pleads 
for  new  media  images  of  men.  When  placed  beside  the 
issues  that  women  have  to  face  —  sexual  harassment, 
financial  destitution,  rape  —  and  the  real  issues  that  men 
face  —  death  at  an  early  age,  frigidity,  sexual  centered 
lives  —  Kriegel’s  middle-class  concerns  seem  unimport¬ 
ant.  He  even  has  the  nerve  to  offer  his  ruminations  on 
gay  men  in  the  chapter  “The  Homosexual  As  Other,”  an 
insulting  title,  but  nothing  compared  to  his  half-assed 
attempts  to  liberally  understand  the  sexuality  of  gay  men. 
The  chapter  should  be  read  by  anyone  who  wonders  why 
the  only  writers  capable  of  accurately  writing  about  fag¬ 
gots  are  faggots. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  no  hope  for  men’s 
literature.  Many  books  and  articles  have  appeared  over 
the  past  decade  that  explore  men’s  lives  in  substantial 
depth  and  analysis.  The  writings  of  Adrienne  Rich, 
Andrea  Dworkin  and  Mary  Daly  have  addressed  many  of 
the  central  issues  that  concern  masculinity  in  our  contem¬ 
porary  world.  What  we  need  now  is  writing  by  men, 
about  men,  that  is  not  afraid  to  face  the  horror  of  mas¬ 
culinity  as  it  applies  to  men’s  terrorization  of  other  men. 
Only  when  men  find  the  courage  to  dive  into  their  souls 
and  confront  the  brutal  process  of  masculinity,  will  a 
process  of  men’s  liberation  be  born. 


Big  Apple  Doldrums 


TWIN 

By  Andrew  Blumley 
Day  Books 
160  pp.,  $1.95 


_ Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras _ 

Twin  is  a  good  example  of  the  kind  of  book  that 
quickly  becomes  an  occupant  of  what  bookstores 
graciously  call  the  remainder  tables.  The  writing  in 
Twin  is  atrociously  poor,  and  the  characterizations  and 
dialogue  run  together  like  so  many  melted  popsicles, 
leaving  nothing  distinct  or  individual.  The  back  cover  of 
this  little  book  tells  us:  “Mike  Price  is  a  thoroughly 
screwed-up  young  man  ...”  (To  say  nothing  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  responsible  for  publishing  this  drivel.) 

Protagonist  Mike  Price  is  hung  up  on  his  twin 
brother,  Paul.  The  young  brothers,  you  see,  had  a  homo¬ 
sexual  affair  that  lasted  years.  The  book’s  story  line  hop¬ 


scotches  back  and  forth,  from  days  gone  by  to  Mike’s 
present  life  in  a  run-down  Manhattan  apartment.  His 
nights  are  spent  with  a  variety  of  people  —  black,  white, 
male,  female,  gay,  straight.  (Nothing  happens  in  the  day¬ 
light  hours.)  Poor  Mike  is  unable  to  score  sexually  with 
anyone,  and,  mind  you,  it’s  not  from  lack  of  trying.  By 
the  novel  s  end,  readers  learn  why  Mike’s  obsession  with 
Paul  has  become  so  overwhelming. 

At  times,  this  little  book  seems  like  a  baby  bastard 
hybrid  of  Hubert  Selby’s  Last  Exit  to  Brooklyn  and  John 
Rechy  s  City  of  Night.  Like  Brooklyn,  Twin  teems  with 
gruff,  seedy  characters  but,  unlike  Rechy’s  classic,  Twin’s 
writing  has  no  clarity  or  craft.  Clearly,  Twin  author 
Andrew  Blumley  is  one  of  these  writers  who  has  the 
annoying  habit  of  crying:  “Look,  Ma,  I’m  writing!”  At 
various  points  in  his  novel,  Blumley  tries  to  evoke 
pathos,  or  to  be  profound,  artistic  or  psychological.  But 
like  character  Mike’s  search  for  sexual  fulfillment, 
Blumley’s  writing  efforts  are  to  no  avail.  This  book  can’t 
even  qualify  as  good  trash.  It’s  just  junk. 
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At  One  with  the  Universe 


A  LAMP  OF  SMALL  SORROW: 
FOUR  FU  POEMS 

By  Richard  Ronan 
Illustrated  by  Bill  Rancitelli 
A  Press 
Box  206 

Laguna,  NM  87026 
15  pp.,  $1.50 


_ Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski _ 

his  is  Richard  Ronan’s  third  book  (and  third  col¬ 
laboration  with  Bill  Rancitelli)  and  in  it,  one  finds 
a  compression,  a  paring  down,  of  what  we  have 
come  to  expect  from  his  work.  The  poems  in  both  Kin¬ 
dred  and  Flowers  create  an  uneasy  alliance  between  some 
form  of  transcendental  communion  with  nature  and  a 
sense  of  personal  loss.  Each  of  the  poems  in  Flowers  uses 
a  specific  bloom  as  both  metaphor  and  character.  The 
poems  are  memory  poems.  The  fragrances  of  the  flowers 
are  recalled  and  evoked  in  terms  of  the  past.  The  sense  of 
loss  comes  not  from  regret,  but  from  the  unalterbale  fact 
of  present.  Life  is  a  painful  proposition,  softened,  some¬ 
what,  by  the  consistency  of  nature:  “Next  may/I  will  put 
bluets/in  this  cup/put  it  on  the  sill/for  the  light/wipe  my 
hands  on  my  towel  (“Bluets,”  Flowers).  Nature,  in  Ron¬ 
an’s  poems,  has  the  power  to  protect,  reclaim  and  bridge 
the  past  and  the  present. 

For  all  their  specifics,  Ronan’s  poems  have  seemed 
ethereal:  “it  cannot  be  done/to  meet  on  a  bridge/hung  in 
mid  air/neither  lover  having/come  from  rome/nor 
benares/to  meet  in  air/never  having  been/elsewhere.” 

The  universe  of  Flowers  and  Kindred  is  a  present  of 


remembering  (although  there  is  no  poem  for  rosemary) 
exhausted  passion/love. 

A  Lamp  of  Small  Sorrow  moves  from  this  world  of 
the  past  into  the  present.  Nature,  whose  sole  function 
was  once  nuturing  and  maintaining,  is  now  is  at  war  with 
urban  reality,  struggling  to  exist:  “the  front  yard  was 
stolen,  he  said/ — small,  very  wet,  cracks  hosting/mosses, 
things  that  could  live/with  lesser  allowances  of  light. /it 
was  because  of  the  city,  he  said/that  any  land  turned 
over  to  flowers/in  the  city  is  stolen  land.”  (“Summer 
Fu”).  The  memory  world  is  now  the  real,  too  present 
world  of  a  northern  New  Jersey  city:  “here,  west  of  the 
wall,  you  are/among  horrible  industries  and/chemical  de¬ 
bris,  the  huge  loping/towers  of  power  cables  that  feed 
it. /sometimes  you  find  an  acre  devoted/to  car  bodies, 
windshield  glass/and  hauling  trucks.”  (“Spring  Fu”)  The 
concerns  of  the  earlier  poems  have  crystalized;  it  seems  as 
though  a  crisis  has  occurred  and  the  luxury  of  memory 
gives  way  to  the  immediacy  of  preservation. 

That  sweetly  remembered  pain  of  lost  love  has  been 
changed  to  the  harsher  realities  of  family  living  (perhaps 
the  first  love  lost):  “today  she  says  at  dinner:/‘don’t 
think  I’m  morbid, /but  your  father  and  I  got  a  plot/at 
holy  cross  —  because  holy  name’s/gotten  so  bad  with  the 
neighbour-/hood  like  it  is  —  and  if  you  don’t/marry  — 
you  say  you  won’t  anyway  — /we  want  you  to  know 
there’s/a  place  there  for  you’/she  smiled,  “I  guess  you 
can’t/get  away  from  us.’/I  began  to  cry  for  six  reasons.” 
(“Autumn  Fu”).  The  Zen  meditational  form  of  the 
poems  give  them  a  shape  and  focus  that  allows  the 
material  to  come  together  in  a  way  that  the  earlier  poems 
didn’t. 

While  nature  has  always  been  a  backdrop  in  Ronan’s 
poems,  in  these  the  poet  identifies  with  nature:  his  feel¬ 
ings,  like  the  front  yard,  are  stolen  by  the  city,  because 


of  the  mere  fact  of  their  existence.  The  changes  of  the 
seasons  are  both  reflected  in  and  a  reflection  of  the 
poems’  emotional  content.  There  is  a  unity  of  tone, 
theme  and  image.  The  poet  is  so  at  one  with  the  universe 
that  he  becomes  the  universe.  This  connection  is  the 
saving  grace  that  helps  him  survive  the  material  world  — 
with  its  filthy  air  and  junk  filled  streets  —  in  which  he 
exists.  Renewal  comes  with  the  eventual  coming  of 
spring.  If  the  past  is  obscured  by  the  worrisome  present, 
the  future  is  salvation:  “today  a  man  was  walking  up  the 
hill, /having  come  through  the  grave  waste/of  the 
meadows./.  .  .he  carried  an  armful  of  sticks — /a  good 
thick  broom  of  pussywillow/.  .  .  he  was  as/terrible  as/an 
archangel  bearing  wheat/and  olives. /I  could  not  look  at 
him/or  at  the  sun  behind  him.”  (“Spring  Fu”). 

The  poems  in  Flowers  were  sexual  —  they  were 
about  consummated  and  unconsummated  passion  —  and 
existed  in  a  world  unto  themselves.  A  Lamp  of  Small 
Sorrow  is  about  the  “real”  world  that  one  is  drawn  back 
to  out  of  one’s  reverie.  The  work  is  stronger,  more  sure, 
honed  and  sharpened.  Notions  and  themes  that  have 
always  been  with  Ronan  —  like  nature  —  are  more 
thoroughly  worked  in  and  played  with.  The  poet’s 
stronger  identification  with  natural  forces  allows  the 
poetry  to  bloom  and  erases  the  separation  between  the 
real  world  and  the  world  remembered.  The  poet  has 
actually  become  the  settings  that  he  used  so  effectively  in 
Flowers.  His  choice  of  the  Oriental  form  shows  a  move¬ 
ment  into  a  more  complete  vision  of  existence,  one  that 
seeks  to  unify,  rather  than  separate.  These  poems  do  not 
deny  a  social  reality.  A  Lamp  of  Small  Sorrow  is  potent. 
It  impresses  not  only  by  illuminating  what  has  come 
before,  or  because  of  what  it  portends,  but  as  a  glittering 
little  jewel  in  itself. 


A  GUIDE  HEALTHY  GIVING 


To  Our  Health 

LESBIAN  HEALTH  MATTERS! 

By  Mary  O’Donnell,  Kater  Pollock,  Val  Leoffler, 
Zeisel  Sanders 

Santa  Cruz  Women’s  Health  Center  Publication 
250  Locust  Street 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 


Reviewed  by  Peggy  Lynch 

esbian  Health  Matters!,  Lesbian  Health  Matters,  I 
like  playing  with  this  play  on  words.  It  can  be  a 
political  belief  or  an  announcement  of  contents 
depending  on  whether  you  make  “matters”  a  noun  or  a 
verb.  Monique  Wittig  (Les  Guerrilleres,  Avon  Books, 
1969)  has  had  a  lot  to  say  about  the  politics  of  language. 
But  sometimes  words  are  just  fun. 

This  is  a  long  awaited  booklet.  The  Santa  Cruz 
Women’s  Health  Collective  is  responsible  for  other, 
extremely  good,  and  ground  breaking  health  care 
resources.  This  booklet  is  not  an  exception.  (Notable 
among  their  other  publications  is  their  booklet  on  herpes, 
the  virulent,  painful  and  defiant  sexually  transmitted 
disease.) 

Lesbian  Health  Matters!  is  written  for  lesbians  and 
for  health  care  providers.  It  contains  material  that  should 
have  been  in  Our  Bodies,  Ourselves  (Simon  and  Schuster, 
New  York,  1976)  years  ago.  But  I  think  that  issue  need 
not  be  rehashed.  It  is  too  facile  to  come  down  heavily  on 
the  Boston  Women’s  Health  Book  Collective.  Much  of 
what  is  in  LHM  is  newly  gathered  and  newly  acknow¬ 
ledged  information.  Also,  I  think  it  is  hard  to  write  for  a 
mixed  lesbian  and  non-lesbian  audience,  or  even  a  mixed 
gay/straight  audience.  I,  for  one,  have  not  figured  out 
why.  Until  I  do  I  am  content  to  have  separate  health 
books,  sex  books  and  other  resources.  What  is  infuriating 
is  that  we  as  lesbians  are  still  writing  our  own  books  to 
defend  ourselves  against  the  homophobic  vacuum  and 
not  simply  because  it  is  more  readable  or  more  useful  to 
separate  the  information.  My  clearest  overall  feeling  after 
reading  LHM  twice  is  wanting  it  to  be  more  of  every¬ 
thing:  facts,  personal  testimony,  white  space,  graphics, 
pictures.  That  is  praise  from  the  hungry:  More!  More!  1 
write  this  as  a  lesbian  health  care  worker  who  has  access 
to  most  women’s  health  care  publications.  However,  I 
can  imagine  a  woman  isolated  enough  from  a  community 
that  to  consider  her  health  and  her  lesbianism  in  the  same 
breath  is  a  ridiculous  idea.  For  her  this  booklet  may  be  a 
real  find. 

LHM  is  divided  into  eight  chapters.  Two  of  them  are 
essentially  political  statements  and  the  other  six  are  about 
gynecological  health,  alternative  fertilization,  menopause, 
alcoholism,  self  care  and  feminist  therapy. 

The  chapter  on  gynecological  health  has  seven  sec¬ 
tions  that  are  almost  chapters  in  themselves.  These  cover 
infections,  menstrual  cramps,  sexuality,  the  gyn  exam 
and  other  topics.  I  have  some  questions  and  debates  to 
raise  with  the  authors  about  some  of  the  information  in 
this  chapter.  But  these  are  technical  details,  the  chapter 
suffers  a  lot  from  a  space  problem  which  is  compensated 
for  and  complicated  by  a  changing  type  face.  But  it 
contains  invaluable  discussions  on  “to  come  out  or  not 
to  come  out  to  your  health  care  worker,”  “using  a  friend 
as  a  patient  advocate,”  “what  does  it  mean  to  a  lesbian 
when  the  health  care  provider  says  “no  sex”  (or  the 
popular  euphemism  “no  relations”),  and  the  politics  of 
lesbian  health  care.  These  discussions  are  not  to  be  found 
easily  anywhere  else.  They  are  interspersed  with  basic 


information  on  self  exam,  both  breast  and  cervical, 
herbal  and  medicinal  remedies  for  infections  and  men¬ 
strual  cramps  and  more.  There  is  a  lot  to  be  learned  here. 
The  collective’s  experience  with  herbs  and  their  respect 
for  the  nutritional  aspects  of  health  and  illness  is 
complete  enough  to  be  a  basic  guideline  for  a  woman 
experimenting  for  the  first  time  with  healing  in  the 
wimmin’s  tradition.  Western  medicine  is  not  discarded, 
but  explained. 

The  authors  bravely  extend  their  necks  on  some 
issues,  no  doubt  out  of  a  commitment  to  all  lesbians. 

This  is  welcome,  since  all  of  us  have  suffered  from  our 
own  and  other’s  “positions.”  One  little  section  that 
illustrates  this  leapt  off  the  page  at  me:  “Birth  Control 
and  Lesbians.”  It  is  good  and  I  suggest  you  read  it  to 
find  out  what  they  have  to  say. 

The  chapter  on  alternative  fertilization  is  quite  won¬ 


derful.  It  contains  information  on  decision  making, 
choosing  donors,  ovulation,  and  sex  preference  selection. 
The  prose  is  offset  by  a  six  page  comic  strip.  It  is  the 
true  tale  of  a  woman  who  decides  to  have  her  baby  by 
way  of  alternative  fertilization.  1  am  ambivalent  about 
comics  as  a  medium,  but  this  one  really  worked  for  me.  I 
read  it  greedily  and  wanted  to  know  more.  The  whole 
chapter  gave  me  the  feeling  that  this  was  something  that 
women  on  the  west  coast  knew  more  about  than  us 
easties.  But  hopefully  it  is  not  confined  to  a  California 
state  of  being  and  we  can  learn. 

The  chapter  on  menopause,  I  feel,  is  more  of  an 
overview  and  an  introduction  for  women  to  use  the 
references  listed.  Little  enough  has  been  said  about 
menopause  and  even  less  about  the  experiences  and 
feelings  of  lesbian  women  during  menopause.  1  was 

Continued  on  page  7 
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MASKIN 


The  History  | 
of  Masculinity 


THE  AMERICAN  MAN 


Edited  by  Elizabeth  H.  Pleck  and  Joseph  H.  Pleck 
Prentice  Hall,  Englewood  Cliffs,  NJ 
$7.95,  433  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Joseph  Interrante 


In  “What  It  Seems  Like  to  Write  a  Male  Homosexual 
Love  Poem  Now,”  Joseph  Cady  says:  “It  is  to  be 
without  the  staple  of  references/of  male  heterosexual 
poets.”  Gay  men  —  that  is,  men  who  have  acknowledged 
to  themselves  their  love  for  other  men  —  in  general  lack 
these  references.  The  reason  is,  simply,  that  what  a  man 
is  supposed  to  be  has  traditionally  been  defined  in  hetero¬ 
sexual  terms.  As  the  Plecks  argue  in  their  excellent 
anthology  of  articles  on  the  history  of  masculinity,  The 
American  Man,  women  are  the  “rewards  for”  adherence 
to  the  standards  of  masculinity.  This  “reward”  is  hetero¬ 
sexual  at  its  core,  and  it  is  at  that  point  that  the  inculca¬ 
tion  of  masculine  norms  runs  into  trouble.  Gay  boys  who 
grow  up  under  these  norms  at  some  point  have  to  deal 
with  the  issue  of  what  being  a  man  means  to  them.  Of 
course,  they  have  dealt  with  that  issue  in  numerous  ways: 
outright  acceptance  of  the  standard,  compensation  for 
some  perceived  “lack”  in  themselves,  rejection  of  the 
standard,  inversion  of  it,  or  redefinition  of  masculinity. 
But  no  matter  what  the  response,  masculinity  is  a 
primary  issue  for  gay  men.  And  it  remains  a  primary 
issue,  even  though  it  lies  below  the  conscious  surface  of 
everyday  events.  (A  recent  example  of  masculinity  rising 
to  that  surface  can  be  seen  in  the  reactions  of  gay  men  to 
the  depiction  of  the  leather  world  in  Cruising  —  some  are 
delighted  to  see  gay  men  shown  as  “real  men,”  others 
are  offended  by  “macho  psychosis.”) 

The  American  Man  brings  together  work  which  pre¬ 
viously  appeared  in  academic  and  professional  journals 
and  books;  hopefully,  this  anthology  will  make  them 
available  to  a  wider  audience.  For  The  American  Man 
makes  a  real  contribution  to  our  understanding  of  mascu¬ 
linity.  First,  it  argues  that  gender  is  a  cultural  experience 
which  has  changed  historically.  It  does  not  see  masculin¬ 
ity  as  merely  an  unchanging  fact  of  difference  supporting 
male  privilege,  but  as  a  difference  which  has  been  ex¬ 
pressed  and  maintained  in  different  ways  under  different 
economic,  social  and  cultural  conditions.  Second,  it  ex¬ 
amines  masculinity  from  two  perspectives:  men’s  relations 
with  women  and  men’s  relations  with  men.  These  experi¬ 
ences  are,  the  editors  argue,  “mutual  and  reinforcing;” 
changes  in  one  affect  the  other.  Third,  the  anthology  dis¬ 
tinguishes  between  what  the  Plecks  call  “the  public  and 
private  sides  of  men’s  lives,”  between  how  men  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  behave  and  how  they  actually  did  behave.  In 
looking  at.men’s  actual  experiences.  The  American  Man 
concludes  that  few  men  adhered  strictly  to  the  accepted 
(white,  middle  class,  heterosexual)  norm  of  masculinity. 

In  reality,  “there  has  been  no  model  American  man  but  a 
range  of  manhoods”  which  have,  to  different  extents,  ac¬ 
cepted  and  rejected  that  model.  (Thus,  it  should  be 
noted,  the  title  of  this  book  is  thoroughly  misleading  as 
to  the  real  significance  of  the  book.) 

The  Plecks  argue  that  masculinity  has  undergone 
changes  which  can  be  grouped  into  four  basic  periods: 
agrarian  patriarchy  (1630-1820),  commercial  competition 
in  “separate  spheres”  of  work  and  domestic  life 
(1820-1860),  the  strenuous  life  of  public  male  comraderie 
(1860-1920),  and  the  companionate  providing  of  suburb¬ 
an  consumerism  (1920-1965).  They  also  see  definitions  of 
masculinity  changing  since  1965,  under  the  combined 


impact  of  the  feminist,  gay,  and  men’s  liberation  move¬ 
ments.  As  one  can  see  from  the  titles  they  give  to  these 
periods  of  masculinity,  the  sources  of  these  changes  vary: 
sometimes  the  change  is  related  originally  to  alterations  in 
men’s  relations  with  women,  sometimes  to  changes  in 
men’s  relations  with  men.  Yet  wherever  the  changes  origi¬ 
nate,  they  affect  men’s  experience  generally. 

In  contrast  to  the  popular  view  that  separate  spheres 
for  men  and  women  were  a  creation  of  the  industrial 
revolution  of  the  nineteenth  century,  The  American  Man 
argues  that  the  distinction  between  men’s  and  women’s 
activity  can  be  seen  in  the  eighteenth  century.  However, 
industrialization  changed  this  relationship  by  drawing 
certain  kinds  of  work  out  of  households  where  it  was 
formerly  performed.  Men  became  the  economic  “pro¬ 
viders”  for  their  families,  while  women  became  care¬ 
takers  of  the  “private”  domestic  environment.  This  rela¬ 
tion  between  men  and  women  subsequently  changed  in 
the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries  under 
the  impact  of  women’s  demands  for  equality:  first, 
demands  for  entry  into  that  public,  male  sphere  of  work 
and  politics;  secondly,  demands  for  changes  in  domestic 
relations  themselves.  Finally,  twentieth  century  consumer¬ 
ism  altered  these  relations  both  by  bringing  women  into 
the  consumer  market  along  with  men,  and  by  encourag¬ 
ing  an  attitude  toward  sex  as  a  recreational  activity. 

At  the  same  time  that  changes  in  male-female  rela¬ 
tions  reshaped  definitions  of  gender,  interrelated  but  dis¬ 
tinguishable  changes  in  relations  among  men  also  trans¬ 
formed  the  norms  of  masculinity.  Like  the  former,  male- 
male  behavior  was  affected  by  the  social  and  economic 
context  in  which  it  occurred.  The  industrial  revolution, 
for  example,  seems  to  have  had  a  number  of  effects.  The 
competitive  commercialism  of  1820-1860  not  only  accen¬ 
tuated  the  separation  between  the  sexes,  it  also  under¬ 
mined  the  patriarchal  rule  of  older  male  heads  of  house¬ 
holds,  as  sons  were  pushed  out  into  the  job  market  at  an 
early  age.  Moreover,  changes  in  the  organization  of  work 
—  from  its  earlier  base  in  the  household  as  a  whole  to  a 
new  focus  on  the  individual  (mainly  male)  wage  earner  — 
shifted  the  responsibility  for  success  onto  each  man  in 
competition  against  all  others.  This  shift  encouraged  an 
emphasis  on  internalized  discipline  as  the  prerequisite  for 
that  success.  To  be  a  man  in  this  period  meant  not  only 
being  the  provider  for  a  family  and  the  owner  of  proper¬ 
ty;  it  also  meant  pious  frugality,  emotional  self-restraint 
and  rigid  conformity  to  the  dictates  of  the  modern  work 
ethic  (symbolized  in  that  retirement  token  of  company 
esteem,  the  gold  watch). 

As  industry  began  to  develop  its  modern  corporate 
form  in  the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries, 
generating  a  tremendous  demand  for  white-collar  and 
professional  workers,  the  ethos  of  self-disciplined  com¬ 
petition  was  downplayed  in  favor  of  an  ideology  of  co¬ 
operative  team  effort  and  loyalty  to  firm.  The  strains 
which  this  brought  to  bear  on  the  identity  of  men,  who 
had  been  raised  to  prove  themselves  as  men  by  competing 
in  the  marketplace,  led  to  a  “masculinity  crisis.”  This 
crisis  was  accentuated  by  the  demands  of  the  “New 
Woman”  of  the  1890s  for  entry  into  the  public  domain 
of  work  and  politics.  The  Plecks  argue  that  one  resolu¬ 


tion  to  this  identity  crisis  was  the  emerence  of  a  public 
male  culture  organized  around  a  range  of  recreational 
activities  which  promoted  strenuous  comraderie,  nostalgic 
militarism,  and  group  competition.  This  was  the  era  of 
Theodore  Roosevelt’s  bullish  recommendation  to  “speak 
softly  and  carry  a  big  stick,”  of  armed  interventions  in 
Hawaii,  Panama,  the  Philippines,  Cuba,  and  Mexico  (not 
to  mention  of  Western  Europe),  of  paramilitary  youth 
organizations  like  the  Boy  Scouts,  or  organized  athletics, 
the  cult  of  bodybuilding(!),  and  the  hero-worship  of 
working-class  men  like  John  L.  Sullivan.  It  is  important 
to  realize  that  this  culture  existed,  for  the  middle-class 
men  who  promoted  it,  outside  the  workplace;  the  roman- 
ticization  of  working-class  figures  involved,  pre¬ 
corporate,  pre-factory  kinds  of  work:  scouts,  athletes, 
cowboys  and  various  forms  of  casual  labor  (the  contem¬ 
porary  construction  worker).  As  work  became  more  re¬ 
strictive  and  alienating,  a  man  proved  himself  masculine 
outside  of  the  workplace  in  “manly”  recreational  activ¬ 
ities.  Even  religion  reflected  this  emphasis  on  physical  ac¬ 
tivity,  with  ministers  preaching  a  rolled-up-sleeve  doctrine 
called  “muscular  Christianity.” 

Perhaps  most  importantly,  the  Plecks  argue  that  this 
turn  of  the  century  period  witnessed  a  related  change  in 
the  definition  of  male  character.  Earlier  in  the  period, 
manhood  had  been  defined  as  the  opposite  of  childish¬ 
ness,  as  the  successf  ul  internalization  of  disciplined  work 
habits  into  one’s  personality  which  made  possible  entry 
into  the  workforce.  Now  manhood  was  being  defined  as 
the  opposite  of  femininity,  an  opposite  in  terms  of  those 
tough,  physical  qualities  associated  with  the  strenuous 
life.  Indeed,  this  strenuous  male  culture  was  designed  to 
socialize  boys  into  men  by  removing  them  at  an  early  age 
from  the  “over-indulgent”  influence  of  their  mothers. 
Boys  who  did  not  conform  to  this  standard  were  labeled 
“effeminate;”  the  traits  of  the  “sissy”  were  itemized  in 
obsessive  details.  As  Zane  Grey  put  it,  “Every  boy  likes 
baseball.  And  if  he  doesn’t  he’s  not  a  boy.”  Ernest 
Seton,  founder  of  the  Boys  Scouts,  added  that  the  sissy 
“is  more  effeminate  that  his  sister,  and  his  flabby 
muscles  are  less  flabby  than  his  character.”  Much  of  this 
public  culture  disappeared  under  the  impact  of  sub¬ 
urbanization,  but  it  left  a  legacy  of  boyhood  institutions 
which  encouraged  in  boys  a  fear  of  effeminacy.  Only 
since  the  gay  and  men’s  movements,  the  editors  suggest, 
has  this  model  of  masculinity  been  challenged. 

I  have  merely  sketched  the  argument  presented  in 
The  American  Man  in  order  to  illustrate  some  of  the 
ways  in  which  it  contributes  to  an  historical  under¬ 
standing  of  masculinity.  How  useful  is  this  argument  for 
gay  men?  My  feelings  on  this  question  are  mixed.  On  the 
one  hand,  gay  men  are  not  ignored  in  this  book.  Robert 
Oaks’s  excellent  article  on  sodomy  and  buggery  in  seven¬ 
teenth-century  New  England  is  reprinted  in  the  collection. 
The  Plecks  also  pay  some  attention  to  the  emergence  of  a 
gay  male  subculture  in  the  late  nineteenth  century.  Their 
footnotes  indicated  a  familiarity  with  and  use  of  work  by 
Vern  Bullough,  John  D’Emilio  and  Jonathan  Katz. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  editors  do  not  seem  to  have 
gone  to  too  much  trouble  to  integrate  gay  men  into  their 
analysis.  While  this  gay  male  subculture  is  mentioned  as 
existing,  the  editors  have  nothing  to  say  about  what  this 
means  for  definitions  of  masculinity.  Moreover,  one  is 
led  to  believe  that  this  culture  dies  out  in  the  following 
period  (1920-1965)  as  male  friendship  takes  a  “back 
seat”  to  the  heterosexual  romance.  And  in  the  early  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  gays  do  not  appear  among  the  “alterna¬ 
tives”  to  competitive  masculinity.  Walt  Whitman,  who 
for  all  his  shortcomings  may  have  offered  the  most  in¬ 
cisive  critique  of  that  ethos  and  the  most  important  alter¬ 
native  to  it  for  male-male  friendship,  is  not  mentioned  at 
all.  The  editors  refer  to  Horatio  Alger  as  a  proponent  of 
the  “gospel  of  success”  without  mentioning  his  homo¬ 
sexuality  (which  they  should  have  known  about  from 
Katz’s  book).  Indeed,  a  careful  reading  of  the  “Ragged 
Dick”  series  would  have  revealed  that  Alger  was  no 
Andrew  Carnegie:  his  characters  are  not  ruthlessly 
competitive,  they  move  into  white-collar  jobs  (shades  of 
the  later  period),  and  they  spend  their  adult  lives  be¬ 
friending  and  supporting  other  boys  —  just  as  Alger  con¬ 
tinued  to  do.  In  short,  gay  men  remain  on  the  periphery 
of  the  analysis  of  masculinity  in  The  American  Man. 

I  mentioned  earlier  that  the  Plecks  see  a  “range  of 
manhoods”  which  have  diverged  from  the  established 
standard  of  masculinity  in  any  period.  This  range  turns 
out  to  include  “age,  region,  class,  and  race”  but  not 
sexual  orientation.  Yet  the  book  does  include  gay  men  in 
its  discussion,  and  it  credits  the  gay  movement  with  a 
contemporary  critique  of  gender  roles.  The  problem  with 
the  book’s  treatment  of  gay  men,  then,  is  more  than  a 
slipshod  examination  of  research  on  gay  history.  Despite 
the  sincere  efforts  of  the  Plecks  to  include  gay  men  in 
their  anthology,  heterocentrism  creeps  into  their  concep¬ 
tion  of  masculinity  at  its  starting  point  and  weakens  their 
entire  analysis  of  masculinity. 

This  is  most  evident  in  their  initial  discussion  of  how 
masculinity,  as  a  cultural  experience,  is  shaped  by  men’s 
relations  with  women.  If  the  reward  for  masculinity  is 
heterosexual  at  its  core,  does  this  reward  hold  the  same 
value  for  gay  and  straight  men?  Perhaps  it  did  in  the  age 
of  agrarian  patriarchy,  when  sodomy  was  considered  a 
potential  in  every  man  and  marriage  was  an  economic 
and  religious  requirement.  But  as  singlehood  [and 
alternative  forms  of  companionate  living]  became  increas¬ 
ingly  viable  options  during  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
overlap  between  straight  and  gay  male  experiences  may 
have  become  less  complete.  In  other  words,  we  may  need 
to  begin  with  the  fact  that  there  are  two  basic  experiences 
of  masculinity,  both  of  which  are  divided  by  age,  region, 
class  and  race.  This  notion  of  two  male  genders  gets 
support  from  the  fact  that,  from  the  nineteenth  century. 

Continued  on  Page  6 


Beatlemania 

UP  AGAINST  IT 

By  Joe  Orton 
Grove  Press,  New  York 
70  pp.,  $4.95 


Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

hile  writing  Up  Against  It  Joe  Orton  had  written 
in  his  diary  about  sexual  license:  “It’s  the  only 
way  to  smash  the  wretched  civilization  .  .  .  Sex  is 
the  only  way  to  infuriate  them.  Much  more  fucking  and 
they’ll  be  screaming  hysterics  in  next  to  no  time.”  Orton 
knew  what  he  was  doing;  his  iconoclastic  attacks  on  reli¬ 
gion,  government,  morality,  and  society  were  generously 
laced  with  a  flagrant  sexuality.  By  flaunting  what  would 
be  considered  sexual  perversity  he  was  able  to  get  under 
the  skin  of  his  audience.  Gombold,  the  main  character  in 
an  early  Orton  novel.  Head  to  Toe  (which  Up  Against  It 
is  freely  based  upon)  prays:  “Cleanse  my  heart,  give  me 
the  ability  to  rage  correctly.” 

Rage  can,  and  does,  take  any  number  of  forms  — 

Boys  and  Girls 
Together 

THE  NEW  COUPLE 

By  Rebecca  Nahas  and  Myra  Turley 
Seaview  Books,  New  York 
291  pp.,  $9.95 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

It  is  a  commonplace  of  sexual  folklore  that  homosex¬ 
uality  involves  fear  or  hatred  of  the  opposite  sex,  and 
yet  as  a  corollary  of  the  equally  popular  notion  of 
gays  as  an  intermediate  sex  it  is  taken  for  granted  that 
gay  men  enjoy  the  company  of  women.  Lately  it  seems 
that  articles  purporting  to  explore  this  paradox  have  been 
getting  more  common  —  the  Village  Voice  rediscovers  it 
every  other  year  or  so,  most  recently  on  Dec.  24,  1979, 
and  Christopher  Street  touted  two  articles  on  the  cover 
of  its  October/November  1979  issue  —  so  I  was  not  sur¬ 
prised  when  a  book.  The  New  Couple:  Women  and  Gay 
Men,  turned  up  in  the  bookstores,  and  one  of  its  authors 
turned  up  with  live  exhibits  on  Phil  Donahue.  Tomorrow, 
the  Sunday  supplements. 

I  am  immediately  distrustful  of  books  entitled  The 
New  anything,  and  I  made  no  exception  in  this  case, 
especially  when  1  learned  from  the  Donahue  show  that 
Nahas  and  Turley’s  utopian  vision  involves  sexual 
relationships  between  gay  men  and  straight  women, 
including  marriage.  It  also  became  rapidly  clear  as  I  read 
the  book  that  in  the  authors’  universe  gay  women  are  a 
fringe  phenomenon:  the  word  “women”  in  the  subtitle 
means  straight  women,  though  one  lesbian  and  one 
bisexual  woman  are  among  their  interviewees. 

The  New  Couple  divides  relationships  between 
women  and  gay  men  into  three  categories:  “Traditional 
couples,”  defined  as  “Women  and  gay  men,  some  mar¬ 
ried,  who  attempt  to  ignore,  hide,  or  change  the  man’s 
homosexuality;”  “Marginal  relationships,”  involving 
“Women  and  openly  gay  men  who  are  not  romantically 
involved,  but  are  professional  and/or  social  friends;” 
and  “New  couples,”  who  are  “Women  and  openly  gay 
men  who  have  a  primary,  not  necessarily  exclusive,  love 
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both  actual  and  literary.  Orton  writes  of  his  promiscuous 
sexual  exploits  in  the  public  toliets  of  London  in  order  to 
express  his  anger  at  the  hypocrisy  of  moral  standards  and 
sexual  repressiveness.  In  his  plays  his  method  was  a  bit 
different.  All  forms  of  social  organization  and  morality 
were  taken  to  be  lies,  the  people  who  believed  in  them, 
fools.  In  Loot  the  murderous  nurse  Fay,  and  the  lovers 
Hal  and  Dennis,  know  that  the  law  and  its  enforcers  are 
liars.  The  people  who  believe  in  the  law  are  the  ones  who 
get  punished.  In  What  the  Butler  Saw,  Dr.  Ranee 
announces  to  a  fellow  psychiatrist  “I  represent  her 
Majesty’s  government.  Your  immediate  superiors  in  mad¬ 
ness.”  Orton’s  style  is  the  enlightening  reversal,  the  cliche 
turned  on  its  head  to  show  the  truth. 

Up  Against  It  was  first  written  as  a  screen  play 
intended  for  the  Beatles.  They  were  getting  bored  with 
the  films  they  were  making  with  Richard  Lester  (high  on 
visuals,  low  on  script)  and  Orton  had  just  had  two  West 
End  hits.  Borrowing  from  an  earlier  novel  (written  with 
his  lover  Kenneth  Halliwell)  Orton  furnished  an  outline 
that  eventually  was  formed  into  a  first  draft  film  script. 
The  singers  and  their  manager  loved  it,  but  some  prob¬ 
lems  were  already  presenting  themselves.  Orton  had  the 
main  characters  (originally  four,  then  three,  young  men 
—  all  actually  different  aspects  of  the  same  man) 
committing  adultery,  murdering,  cross  dressing,  and 
becoming  political  terrorists.  Since  the  famous  four  were 
such  cult  figures,  it  was  felt  that  they  could  not  be  seen 
doing  anything  that  young  people  might  imitate.  Some 
negotiations  were  under  way  but  Orton  was  killed  before 
he  could  do  more  work  on  the  script  and  the  project  was 
dropped. 

There  are  several  serious  problems  with  Up  Against 
It.  The  first  is  that  it  is  actually  only  a'first  draft.  Orton 
did  extensive  rewriting  on  all  of  his  other  work  and  the 
later  versions  were  always  better  than  the  earlier  versions. 
Up  Against  It  is  almost  a  series  of  notes  with  dialogue 
for  a  future,  more  complete  work.  Also,  it  is  a  film 
script.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  what  Orton  imagined  the 
filming  would  be  like.  While  it  is  understood  that  a  play 
will  be  presented  on  a  stage  and  viewed  from  one  point 
of  view,  there  is  more  freedom  when  making  a  film.  The 
film  script  is  merely  a  suggestion  for  the  final  product. 

The  other  serious  problem  with  the  piece  is  that,  for 
perhaps  the  only  time  in  his  work,  Orton  has  created 
characters  who  are  neither  hypocrites,  fools,  nor  rebels; 
they  are  everymen  caught  in  a  topsy  turvy  world.  All  of 
the  usual  Orton  material  is  here:  corrupt  government, 
immoral  clergy,  hypocritical  social  standards.  However, 
like  Candide,  the  heroes  are  buffeted  from  one  adventure 
to  the  next;  they  react  to,  but  never  really  interact  with 
their  world. 

While  this  allows  Orton  to  poke  fun  at  a  number  of 
ideas  and  institutions,  he  achieves  only  a  random, 
scattered  effect.  The  world  is  crazy,  but  we  are  never  told 
why  —  as  opposed  to  a  play  like  Entertaining  Mr.  Sloan, 
where  we  are  told  that  the  world  is  crazy  because  people 
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are  cruel,  vicious,  greedy,  underhanded,  and  power 
hungry.  In  Up  Against  It  there  are  no  reasons  for  the 
characters  to  behave  the  way  they  do:  the  famous  Orton 
one-liners  spring  from  nowhere,  not  from  situation  or 
character.  While  What  the  Butler  Saw  attacked  institu¬ 
tionalized  power,  and  Loot,  the  popular  belief  in  propri¬ 
ety,  Up  Against  It  does  not  pinpoint  what  is  wrong:  it  is 
content  to  toss  three  likeable  young  men  into  a  jumble 
and  crack  a  couple  of  jokes  about  it. 

In  a  way,  Up  Against  It  is  the  least  harsh  of  Orton’s 
plays.  It  lacks  the  deadly  precision  of  the  other  plays, 
and  is  more  of  a  romp  that  a  cogent  vision  of  the  world. 
It  might  have  made  a  fun  movie,  with  some  tightening, 
but  even  taking  into  account  the  fact  that  it’s  a  first 
draft,  it  is  Orton’s  weakest  work.  The  $4.95  that  Grove 
Press  is  charging  for  70  pages  is  much  better  spent  on 
Orton’s  Complete  Plays  (same  publisher,  same  price)  for 
448  pages  of  some  of  the  best  plays  ever  written. 

Shell  Trick 

SENSE  YOU 

By  Gingerlox 
Gena  Rose  Press 
2424  Franklin 
Denver,  CO  80205 
$3.00 


Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 

Some  people  insist  that  writing  poetry  is  self- 

indulgent  vanity;  Sense  You,  a  collection  of  poems 
by  gingerlox,  does  nothing  to  refute  this  claim. 
Gingerlox’s  poems  are  very  much  like  the  old  shell  trick 
—  we  can  see  the  shell  easily  enough  but,  upon  examina¬ 
tion,  we  see  that  there  is  nothing  inside.  These  poems  are 
convoluted  ramblings,  phantasms  and  delicacies,  spiraling 
into  emptiness.  Occasionally,  a  line  or  phrase  will  make  a 
particular  poem  seem  promising  but  then  it  quickly 
recedes  back  to  hollowness. 

In  addition  to  the  disappointment  of  the  poems’ 
quality,  gingerlox  makes  it  difficult  for  one  to  even  read 
her  work.  The  poems  are  printed  in  light  blue  letters  on 
tan  paper  —  an  artistic  whimsy  perhaps,  but  an  unneces¬ 
sarily  added  burden  to  the  reader. 

Sense  You  clearly  shows  the  efforts  of  self- 
publishing  which,  in  a  roundabout  way,  is  perhaps  its 
only  note  of  importance  and  worth.  Sense  You  is  a  thin 
book  stapled  together.  The  cover  is  neither  made  of  a 
very  strong  material  nor  cut  neatly.  The  book’s  entire 
production  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  high  school 
literary  magazines.  If  nothing  else.  Sense  You  most 
blatantly  shows  us  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  self- 
publishing. 
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Parental  Guidance  Suggested 


DR.  BLOCK’S  DO-IT-YOURSELF 
ILLUSTRATED  HUMAN  SEXUALITY 
BOOK  FOR  KIDS 

By  William  A.  Block 
Prep  Publications 
1575  Parkway  Avenue 
Trenton,  NJ  08628 
2  volume  set,  $15.95 


Reviewed  by  Buz  Hargraves 

The  subject  of  sex  hovers  luridly  over  childhood, 
alternately  promising  secret  delight  or  threatening 
discovery  and  reprisal  by  grown-ups.  Our  cultural 
injunctions  against  letting  children  in  on  the  sexual  game 
are  strong  and  longstanding,  to  the  degree  that  many 
parents  would  cringe  to  hear  “sex,”  “do-it-yourself,” 
and  “kids”  mentioned  in  the  same  sentence,  let  alone  in 
a  book  title. 

In  the  past  fifteen  years,  educators  have  put  great 
emphasis  on  transmitting  sex  information  to  children, 
and  stressed  the  need  for  them  to  understand  what  is 
happening  with  their  bodies  and  feelings  at  an  earlier  age. 
Despite  this  new  candor,  however,  it  is  generally  agreed 
that  children  are  as  misinformed  and  confused  as  ever 
about  sex  and  getting  into  as  much,  if  not  more,  trouble 
because  of  it.  It  is  this  situation  which  William  Block  has 


tried  to  correct  in  his  new  book,  and  for  such  a  worth¬ 
while  effort  it  is  unfortunate  that  he  has  missed  the 
mark. 

If  anything  has  become  clear  in  the  past  two  decades 
of  “sexual  revolution,”  it  is  that  the  traditional  narrow 
confines  of  sex-associated  roles  in  the  family  and  in  rela¬ 
tionships  have  often  been  a  destructive  and  repressive 
force  in  American  lives,  perhaps  nowhere  more  so  than 
for  young  gays  and  lesbians  who  must  learn  at  an  early 
age  to  censor  various  spontaneous  responses  or  suffer  the 
consequences.  Any  sexual  orientation,  however,  becomes 
a  cross  to  bear  by  the  age  of  fifteen  or  so  in  a  culture 
which  draws  such  inflexible  lines  between  the  sexes.  Dr. 
Block  has  done  little  to  address  this  problem.  On  the 
contrary,  he  insidiously  perpetuates  traditional  role- 
models  behind  a  facade  of  liberal  humanism  that  pur¬ 
ports  to  do  away  with  them. 

One  part  of  the  two-volume  book  set  is  a  “Parent’s 
Guide,”  which  explains  the  rationale  of  Dr.  Block’s 
approach  to  sex  education  and  provides  lesson-by-lesson 
“strategies”  to  help  parents  keep  one  step  ahead  of  their 
children  as  they  progress  through  their  part  of  the  book, 
called  “For  Kids  Only.”  This  part  contains  a  continuing 
narrative,  “The Story  of  the  Improbable  Me,”  and  a 
series  of  50  “story  boards,”  drawn  to  resemble  snap¬ 
shots  and  collectively  called  “The  Sex  Family  Album.” 
These  pictures  are  used  as  points  of  departure  for  guided 


visualizations. 

The  mythical  Sex  family  gives  the  reader  a  good 
indication  of  where  Dr.  Block  is  at.  The  family  is  white 
and  middle-class.  There  is  a  mom,  dad,  grandma  and 
grandpa,  an  older  brother,  a  younger  sister,  and  a  dog. 
Grandpa  (paternal)  and  Dad  are  identified  with  their 
occupations;  Mom  is  usually  seen  in  her  domestic 
capacity  and  Grandma  keeps  a  low  profile.  The  narrative 
authority  figure  in  the  story  of  the  Improbable  Me  is 
Grandpa,  an  ex-football  coach.  The  Sex  family  has  some 
black  acquaintances,  but  they  appear  outside  the 
pictures,  in  the  margins  of  the  Sex  family  album. 

To  Block’s  credit,  the  Sex  family  is  always  naked; 
this  feature  of  the  album  may  be  useful  in  helping  to 
break  down  taboos  against  nudity.  Furthermore,  the 
drawings  of  the  Sex  family  are  quite  crude  and  artless; 
however  unpleasant  they  may  be  to  look  at,  they  may 
help  to  counter  the  pervasive  equation  in  our  culture  of 
sex  with  pulchritude.  (Oddly,  all  of  the  women  in  the  Sex 
family  have  square  eyes.) 

The  layout  of  both  books  in  the  set,  as  well  as  the 
overall  design  and  typography,  are  bad  enough  to  make 
even  a  graphic  arts  novice  want  to  slap  the  person 
responsible,  but  these  are  minor  problems  compared  to 
the  text  of  the  books.  Block’s  tone  in  different  passages 
runs  the  gamut  from  the  most  cloying,  self-helpish  pep 
talk  to  revival-tent  preacherese,  but  is  characterized 
thoughout  by  intellectual  murkiness  and  psychological 
jargon  that  will  leave  many  a  parent  completely  confused 
about  what  Dr.  Block  is  talking  about.  Hallmarks  of  bad 
writing  —  unnecessary  coinages,  abstruse  syntax,  rapid 
and  senseless  changes  in  tone  and  style  —  are  present 
everywhere. 

Parents  and  educators  with  any  feminist  conscious¬ 
ness  will  be  appalled  at  Dr.  Block’s  covert  sexism  and 
antique  psychology.  Despite  some  attempts  to  break 
down  old  stereotypes,  his  patriarchal  and  phallic  preju¬ 
dice  is  rampant.  The  configuration  of  the  Sex  family  is 
one  example.  Another  is  the  consistently  male-dominated 
view  of  female  sexuality.  In  one  instance  he  suggests  a 
guided  visualization  “for  girls  only”  wherein  they  are  to 
imagine  growing  a  penis.  As  rationale,  he  tells  parents 
“The  guided  imagery  for  your  daughter  is  a  psycholo¬ 
gical  breakthrough.  Between  gender  identity,  penis  envy, 
lesbianism,  transvestitism,  and  transsexualism,  the  male 
organ  is  in  for  much  mental  hassle.”  There  is  a  space 
provided  for  children  to  draw  “the  world’s  largest  penis” 
and  Dr.  Block  assures  parents  that  “when  a  girl  knows 
that  many  essential  pleasures  of  sex  will  come  from  the 
meeting  of  a  hardened  penis  with  a  softened  vagina,  we 
have  bypassed  the  sex  counselor  twenty  years  hence  ...” 

With  such  opinions,  one  would  expect  Block’s  cover¬ 
age  of  gay  sexuality  to  be  even  worse;  fortunately  it  is 
not,  but  his  presentation  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

It  is  unclear  how  Dr.  Block  thinks  a  parent  should  “deal 
with”  a  gay  child.  On  the  one  hand  he  makes  the  import¬ 
ant  point  that  parents  should  help  their  children  to 
choose  a  lifestyle  that  they  (the  children)  are  happy  with, 
not  one  that  the  parents  want.  However,  little  accommo- 

Continued  on  next  page 

Masculinity 
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gender  identity  becomes  increasingly  a  cluster  of  attitudes 
inculcated  into  boys  during  childhood;  “proper”  sexual 
desire  becomes  an  integral  part  of  a  man’s  “character” 
and  it  shapes  his  attitudes  toward  women  and  other  men. 
Acknowledging  this  fact  does  not  mean  that  gay  and 
straight  men  do  not  share  in  male  privilege  or  participate 
in  a  common  male  culture.  But  it  does  mean  that  their 
experiences  of  these  things,  their  very  experiences  of 
masculinity,  are  fundamentally  different.  Moreover,  this 
view  also  means  that  we  need  to  pay  some  attention  to 
that  process  of  socializing  a  boy  into  a  man,  since  it  be¬ 
comes  an  increasingly  important  means  of  transmitting 
male  identity  between  generations.  To  do  this  would  re¬ 
quire  some  use  of  psychology,  but  The  American  Man, 
like  other  work  on  masculinity,  does  not  do  this. 

Ultimately  this  means  that  gay  men  need  to  add  their 
own  perspective  on  the  history  of  masculinity  to  that 
offered  in  The  American  Man.  Our  perspective  will,  I 
think,  come  up  with  a  different  periodization  for  gay 
men’s  lives  than  the  one  offered  here.  Among  other 
things,  it  will  examine  how  norms  of  masculinity  have 
been  shaped  by  the  growing  opportunities  for  gays  to  live 
a  lifestyle  which  allows  them  to  support  their  identities  as 
gay  men.  It  will  also  offer  a  different  interpretation  of 
phenomena  like  the  dichotomy  between  masculinity  and 
effeminacy.  For  example,  a  parody  of  Whitman’s  “Song 
of  Myself,”  which  appeared  in  1860,  began:  “I  am  the 
counterjumper,  weak  and  effeminate”  (See  Katz,  p.  655). 
It  is  not  only  interesting  to  think  about  this  parody  as  a 
way  of  denying  the  critique  of  masculinity  offered  by  a 
male-identified  poet  like  Whitman.  It  is  also  important  to 
look  as  those  “counterjumpers”  —  dry  goods  clerks,  an 
occupation  thought  too  effeminate  for  “real  men”  —  as 
possibly  one  of  those  urban  occupations  which  self-iden¬ 
tified  “homosexual”  men  began  to  occupy  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century.  We  need  to  ask  questions  about  these  oc¬ 
cupations,  as  well  as  about  connections  between  effemi¬ 
nacy  and  gay  identity.  These  questions  cannot  be  asked  if 
we  allow  the  history  of  masculinity  to  begin  from  hetero- 
centrist  assumptions.  Nonetheless,  The  American  Man  is 
w°rih  reading.  Understood,  in  the  editors’  own  words,  as 
a  “tentative”  analysis,  it  enriches  our  understanding  of 
how  masculinity  has  changed  in  American  history. 
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dation  is  made  for  the  feelings  of  a  gay  child,  and  if  such 
a  child  were  to  read  through  Dr.  Block’s  book  and  take 
it  seriously,  it  would  do  nothing  but  foster  alienation. 

Of  course,  no  member  of  the  Sex  family  has  homo¬ 
sexual  inclinations.  Gay  males  and  lesbians  mentioned  in 
either  the  parents’  guide  or  the  children’s  book  are  “out 
there”  somewhere,  “other”  people  who  don’t  violate  the 
sanctity  of  the  Home.  It  is  as  if  gay  people  do  not  come 
from  real  families. 

In  a  series  of  visualizations  dealing  with  “love,” 
Block  asks  boys  and  girls  to  imagine  their  first  experience 
of  sexual  intercourse  —  with  a  member  of  the  opposite 
sex,  of  course  —  and  provides  explicit  imagery  for  them 
to  focus  on.  Such  an  activity  would  cause  no  harm  to  a 
young  gay  child,  if  it  only  went  that  far.  However,  Block 
wants  to  prescribe  the  emotional  component  of  the 
fantasy  as  well,  and  tells  the  children  to  “be  quietly  and 
peacefully  joyful,”  to  feel  “really  good  —  deep  down, 
inside  good.”  A  child  who  could  not  honestly  participate 
in  this  kind  of  fantasy  would  be  made  to  feel  unneces¬ 
sarily  cut  off,  as  if  his  or  her  own  experience,  imaginative 
or  otherwise,  were  not  valid.  That  surely  is  no  way  to 
teach  a  child  how  to  come  to  positive  terms  with  his  or 
her  sexuality. 

This  is  not  to  suggest  that  children  be  encouraged  to 
rehearse  same-sex  fantasies;  the  point  is  that  sex  need  not 
be  inculcated  in  children  as  opposite-gender-bound 
activity.  Attempts  to  do  so  not  only  stifle  natural  devel¬ 
opment,  but  leave  the  children  without  the  adaptive  skills 
that  would  help  them  cope  with  rapidly  changing  and 
increasingly  unstructured  sex  role  patterns  that  they  will 
encounter  later  in  life. 

The  impetus  behind  Dr.  Block’s  role-bound 
approach  is  explicitly  stated:  he  says  that  all  of  his 
materials  are  “designed  to  promote  the  destiny  of  the 
family  unit  and  its  love  and  sex  components  as  the 
ultimate  in  lifestyles.”  A  loving  family,  of  whatever  kind, 
is  of  paramount  importance  in  rearing  emotionally 
healthy  children,  but  the  family  as  Dr.  Block  conceives  it 
is  sexist,  double-binding,  quite  fragile  at  this  stage  in  our 
culture,  and  becoming  increasing  hard  to  find.  For  the 
millions  of  parents  and  children  who,  by  choice  or 
chance,  are  living  in  a  situation  other  than  the  traditional 
man-on-top/wife/kids  pattern  —  the  very  people  who 
may  well  need  sex-education  guidance  in  a  culture  that  is 
slow  to  recognize  their  presence  —  Dr.  Block’s  book  will 
serve  no  useful  purpose. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  pass  over  the  many  valid 
contributions  to  sex  education  found  in  Block’s  book. 

His  presentation  on  masturbation  (he  encourages  it), 
menstruation,  and  venereal  disease  are  factual  and 
straightforward.  Contraception  and  abortion  are  similarly 
treated,  scientifically  and  free  of  religious  or  political 


dogma,  and  with  encouragement  to  parents  to  allow  their 
children  to  make  up  their  own  minds  about  the  propriety 
of  each.  The  book  deserves  highest  praise  for  its 
insistence  upon  the  recognition  of  the  sexual  needs  of 
mentally  and  physically  handicapped  people,  whether  at 
home,  in  institutions  or  in  schools. 

Any  parent  or  teacher  who  is  at  a  loss  about  inform¬ 
ing  children  on  the  foregoing  matters  might  get  some 
useful  ideas  from  Block’s  parents’  guide.  However,  the 
part  “For  Kids  Only,”  despite  needed  factual  material,  is 
imbued  with  too  many  myths  for  which  today’s  children 
need  antidotes,  not  more  reinforcement.  It  cannot  be  at 
all  recommended.  The  good  and  bad  are  so  inextricably 
bound  together  here  as  to  make  the  book,  in  the  words 
of  one  of  its  most  glaring  typos,  “well  worth  nothing.” 


Health 

Continued  from  page  3 

reminded  of  Audre  Lorde’s  very  moving  piece  about  her 
mastectomy  in  Sinister  Wisdom  (“Breast  Cancer:  A 
Black  Feminist  Experience,”  Sinister  Wisdom  No.  10, 
Summer,  1979).  After  Audre  comes  home  from  the  hos¬ 
pital,  though  she  has  a  very  supportive  lover,  and  a 
family  and  friendship  network,  at  one  point,  she  just  has 
to  speak  with  another  lesbian  who  has  had  her  breast 
removed.  Reading  that  piece  and  this  booklet  sets  off 
these  chimes  in  my  head:  “we  are  all  sisters”  bing, 
“lesbians  are  different”  bong,  “all  women  share  the 
same  concerns,  suffer  the  same  worries,”  bing,  “lesbians 
are  special”  bong.  1  think  I  understand  the  din.  The  fact 
remains  that  I  need  to  know  more  about  the  lives  of 
older  lesbians  and  that  includes  knowing  more  about 
menopause. 

The  chapter  about  alcoholism  and  co-alcoholism  is 
easily  the  best  in  the  book.  It  is  laid  out  well,  contains 
information  useful  to  anyone  and  the  delivery  is  no- 
nonsense.  It,  too,  is  frustratingly  short  but  packs  a  lot 
into  each  sentence  and  has  a  good  reference  list. 

The  chapters  on  feminist  therapy  and  “Taking  Care 
of  Ourselves”  reflect  the  philosophy  of  the  authors.  1 
was  touched  by  the  high  value  they  place  on  the 
connection  between  wellness  and  community.  There  is 
good  information  on  choosing  a  therapist. 

The  booklet  ends  with  some  long  lists.  One  is  a  list 
of  things  that  individuals  can  do  to  insure  their  own  good 
health  care  (knowing  their  rights  as  patients,  self 
education)  and  what  health  providers  can  do  in  order  to 
insure  that  they  give  good  health  care  to  lesbians. 

I  thought  that  the  drawings  and  diagrams  were  well 
done  and  accurate.  1  felt  that  the  graphics  deserved  more 
white  space  to  do  them  justice.  1  have  reservations  about 
the  choice  of  photographs.  They  are  lovely,  yet  they  run 
the  risk  of  excluding  lots  of  u*  who  are  not  young,  white, 
slender  or  into  being  photographed  nude.  Further,  if  the 
booklet  aims  at  the  health  care  professions  as  an  audi¬ 
ence,  we  can’t  afford  to  feed  their  homophobia.  Faceless 
nudity  could  allow  us  to  be  defined  only  by  our  sexuality. 

None  the  less,  this  is  a  booklet  that  all  lesbians, 
indeed  all  women,  and  every  health  care  worker  should 
have,  read  and  will,  no  doubt  find  useful.  Order  your 
copy  now!! 

1  am  grateful  to  the  authors  and  the  SCWHC,  and 
look  forward  to  an  expanded  edition! 


to  Larry  Kessler  of 
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envelope  for  an  application  form  and 
details  to  GAYELLOW  PAGES.  Renaissance 
House,  Box  292GC  Village  Station,  New 
York,  NY  10014  (212)  929-7720. 

Checks  or  money  orders  payable  to 
Renaissance  House  or  Gayellow  Pages: 
cash  should  not  be  sent  through  the  mall. 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 


LESBIAN/GAY  IS  HEALTHY 

At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out 
for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition,  podiatry, 
counseling:  For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  and  Tues. 
evenings.  Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

1 6  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  (61 7)  267-7573 
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jjfj  Confessions  of  Danny  Slocum,  a  brand-new  major  novel 

_  by  George  Whitmore  fe  $8.95  cloth  (list  $9.95)  - 

jflj  The  Coming  Out  Stories,  ed.  by  Julia  Stanley  and  Susan 

“  Wolfe  <9  $6.25  pb.  (list  $6.95)  - 

1||  States  of  Desire  Travels  in  Gay  America,  the  best-selling 
gay  men’s  title  by  Edmund  White  (a  $1 1.65  cloth 

1  (list  $12.95)  - 

^  Chamber  Music,  strong  lesbian  novel  new  in  paperback 

jl|  by  Doris  Grumbach  Ct  $2.50  - 

~  Bent,  the  Broadway  play  with  Richard  Gere  by 

K|  Martin  Sherman  <a  $2.50  pb.  - 

H  Subtotal  - 

f!  Postage  and  handling  <9  75(/  or  10%,  whichever  is  more  - 

m  Pa.  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  - 

||[  Subscription  to  Giovanni’s  Room  Review 

A  catalogues  ^  $1 .75  - 

|  Amount  Enclosed  - 

■  Name  - — - - — — — . — . - 

[$|  Address _ _ _ _ _ _ — — — - 

|  City  _ State  - Zip  - 

■  Mastercharge  and  Visa  accepted;  include  card  no.,  expiration  date. 
H  and  your  signature 

jffv  Send  to  Giovanni's  Room,  345  S.  1  2th  St.,  Phila.,  PA  19107. 
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Sixties 

Continued  from  page  1 

Paul  shook  his  head  uneasily.  “I  don’t  think  1  agree 
with  your  analysis.  And  I  don’t  know  if  I’d  call  it  a  per¬ 
version  .  . 

“Don’t  get  me  wrong.  I’m  not  calling  it  a  per¬ 
version.  But  you  go  into  any  bar  in  this  city  and  you  ask 
them  what  they  call  it.  Besides,  what  the  hell  would  she 
be  doing  at  an  Antonioni  flick.”  (p.  197) 

One  of  the  joys  of  reading  ’60s  novels  is  to  compare 
the  author’s  account  of  historical  events  with  one’s  own 
recollections.  Several  anti-war  actions  are  described  in 
this  book,  and  I  felt  that  the  author  did  a  good  job  of 
reporting  them.  One  line,  about  the  November,  1969, 
March  on  Washington,  rings  particularly  true:  “The 
atmosphere  was  morbidly  festive,  like  a  carnival  that  at 
any  moment  might  explode  into  a  war.”  (p.  93) 

Novels  about  the  ’60s  can  be  rated  on  three  scales: 
do  they  remind  the  reviewer  of  her/his  own  experiences? 
can  they  describe  and  explain  “that  turbulent  decade”  to 
succeeding  generations?  and  how  well  do  they  compare  to 
others  of  their  ilk?  I  rate  Seed  of  a  Woman  good  for 
cueing  memories;  better  for  informing  the  younger 
generation  what  it  was  we  all  went  through  (although 
now  that  they’re  going  to  be  drafted,  I  think  they’ll  take 
us  over-30s  a  lot  less  for  granted);  and  for  books  of  its 
genre,  better  than  anything  by  men  but  not  as  impressive 
as  some  other  works  by  women. 


Couple 

Continued  from  page  5 

commitment.”  These  categories  are  somewhat  arbitrary 
—  how  “primary”  some  of  the  new-couple  relationships 
are  is  arguable,  as  is  the  marginality  of  some  of  the 
marginal  relationships  —  but  then,  the  categories  are  de¬ 
signed  more  to  help  market  the  book  than  to  cast  light 
on  what  is  going  on.  What  really  differentiates  “new” 
from  “marginal”  couples  is  that  “new”  men  are  able 
and  willing  to  relate  sexually  and  romantically  to  women, 
and  “marginal”  men  are  not.  The  authors  not  only  take 
for  granted  that  an  exclusively  homosexual  man  is  less 
liberated  than  a  bisexual  one,  they  hint  that  he  is  unhip 
and  probably  neurotic.  “The  homosexual  mindset  can  be 
just  as  narrow  and  exclusionary  as  any  heterosexual 
approach  to  male/female  relationships,”  they  chide: 

“.  .  .  homosexuality  was  used  as  a  reason  not  to  have  a 
successful  [heterosexual]  relationship.”  Seems  like  a 
pretty  good  reason  to  me. 

Of  course,  the  woman  in  a  new  couple  has  to  be  a 
pretty  special  person  herself.  She  must  be  “very  warm, 
very  motherly,”  “not  bitchy  .  .  .  not  threatening  .  .  . 
warm  and  open  and  loving,”  “diffident,  unassuming, 
and  pleasant,”  must  have  “an  ability  to  relate  openly 
and  affectionately  to  people  regardless  of  their  sexual 
orientation,”  in  short  she  must  be  “a  very  warm  person, 
she  wants  to  make  you  feel  comfortable.”  She  should 
not  be  “a  typical  fruit  fly,  a  woman  who  dresses  a  little 
bit  sleazier  than  the  norm,”  and  “misfits  whom  nobody 
likes”  need  not  apply.  But  happily,  according  to  one  of 
the  authors’  informants,  “Gays  are  good  a.t  helping  you 
decide  what  to  wear.  They  like  you  to  look  well  if  you’re 
going  to  be  with  them.”  In  other  words,  they  don’t  have 
much  tolerance  for  a  woman  who  isn’t  feminine  in  a  very 
traditional  way.  But  if  she  gives  and  accepts  and  relates 
openly  and  affectionately  and  doesn’t  bitch  or  threaten 
or  assume,  if  she  lets  herself  be  dressed  up  like  a  Barbie 
doll,  she  may  graduate  from  traditional  to  marginal  rela¬ 
tionships,  until  she  meets  a  gay  man  with  whom  she  can 
have  a  primary,  new-couple  relationship  —  until  he  meets 
Mr.  Right  and  moves  out,  or,  as  sometimes  happens, 
moves  Mr.  Right  in. 

Reading  The  New  Couple ,  I  never  would  have 
guessed  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  gay  male  miso¬ 
gyny.  But  at  best  we  are  susceptible  to  the  everyday 
woman-hating  that  reared  us;  at  worst  we  are  a  sub¬ 
culture  where  the  words  “bitch,”  “slut,”  and  “fish”  are 
staples  of  repartee.  The  New  Couple  gives  the  impression 
that  a  woman  who  doesn’t  get  along  with  gay  men  must 
be  a  misfit  whom  nobody  likes,  perhaps  because  she 
bitches  or  threatens  or  isn’t  motherly  enough.  There  is 
not  a  hint  that  a  woman  might  have  something  else  to  do 
with  her  life  than  mother  gay  men. 

Lip  service  is  paid  to  the  gay  liberation  and  women’s 
movements,  but  references  are  almost  invariably  to 
mental-health  professionals  with  the  feminist  conscious¬ 
ness  of  an  Alpha-male  Hamadryas  baboon.  The  literature 
on  homosexuality  is  represented  by  Bieber,  Bergler,  Ellis 
and  Socarides  at  least  as  often  as  by  Hooker,  Hoffman, 
Bell  and  Weinberg.  The  only  gay  writers  cited  often  are 
Howard  Brown  and  John  Rechy,  and  the  only  feminists 
cited  are  Elizabeth  Janeway  and  Betty  Friedan.  Some  of 
the  gay  men  interviewed  have  been  active  in  the  gay 
movement,  but  none  of  the  women  seems  to  have  been 
involved  as  a  feminist. 

There  is  a  small  but  important  truth,  however, 
hidden  here  in  the  tangle  of  footnotes  and  pop- 
sociological  platitudes:  people  don’t  fit  into  categories, 
whether  homosexual/heterosexual  or  traditional  couple/ 
new  couple,  and  successful  relationships  may  develop 
where  they  are  least  expected.  Although  “new  couples” 
are  supposedly  “only  as  old  as  the  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment,”  one  mentioned  in  this  book  was  in  progress  in 
1964,  five  years  before  Stonewall.  Just  as  there  have 
always  been  healthy,  happy  gays,  surely  there  have 
always  been  successful  “new  couples”  that  no  one  heard 
about  because  they  didn’t  end  in  the  divorce  courts  or 
psychiatrists’  offices.  What  we  need  most  is  not  trendy 
books  with  more  useless  categories,  but  a  society  that  will 
encourage  us  to  find  happiness  in  our  own  weird, 
unlikely  ways. 


YOUR 

LOVER  JUST  DIED. 
NOW  WHAT? 


Here’s  the  most  tragic  situation  that 
any  gay  man  or  woman  may  ever  face: 
your  lover  dies  without  leaving  a  will.  In 
the  midst  of  your  deepest  grief,  his  or 
her  family  arrives  with  the  aim  of  claim¬ 
ing  all  of  the  deceased’s  possessions.  You 
suddenly  find  that  the  lock  on  your 
apartment  door  has  been  changed,  and 
you  are  submerged  in  a  complicated, 
frustrating,  and  heartbreaking  battle- 
one  that  could  cost  you  thousands  of 
dollars,  your  health,  and  all  the  pleasant 
memories  of  your  relationship. 

In  our  February  issue,  Tim  Dlugos 
(who  wrote  our  talked-about  article  on 
the  gay  challenge  to  the  Catholic  church) 
writes  on  the  struggle  of  one  man  after 
the  death  of  his  lover.  Dlugos  offers 
some  legal  tips  on  how  to  avoid  one  of 
the  worst  possible  experiences  in  any 
gay  person’s  life. 

Also  in  the  February  issue,  Michael 
Denneny,  author  of  our  highly  success¬ 
ful  “Anatomy  of  a  Love  Affair,”  turns 
on  his  tape  recorder  again  to  talk  to  a 
male  pom  dancer.  It’s  called  “Blue 
Moves,”  and  it’s  one  of  Denneny’s  most 
exciting  conversations  to  date.  And 
don’t  miss  Ana  Roca’s  interview  with  a 
young  gay  Cuban  exile  who  gives  up-to- 
the-minute  details  on  the  situation  for 
gays  on  the  island. 

Our  aim  at  Christopher  Street  is  to 
provide  the  gay  world  with  the  best 
writing  we  can  get  our  hands  on.  Every 
month  we  publish  nonfiction,  fiction, 
poetry,  and  cartoons  that  can’t  be 
found  in  any  other  publication.  Chris¬ 
topher  Street  presents  Americans  with 


truiy  fresh  thoughts  about  love,  sex,  and 
relationships. 

1980  will  be  a  big  year  for  gay  books. 
In  February,  Edmund  White’s  States  oj 
Desire:  Travels  in  Gay  America  will  be 
published  by  K.  P.  Dutton,  and  in  April, 
St.  Martin’s  will  publish  George  Whit¬ 
more’s  Confessions  of  Danny  Slocum. 
Both  books  were  introduced  to  the  gay 
world  by  Christopher  Street. 

Now  in  our  fourth  year,  we’ve  ac¬ 
cumulated  an  impressive  list  of  publish¬ 
ing  firsts.  We  published  the  first  gay 
novel  by  a  Catholic  priest,  and  the  first 
lesbian  novel  by  a  philosophy  professor. 
We  published  the  first  extensive  article 
on  the  life  of  Harvey  Milk.  We  intro¬ 
duced  Andrew  Holleran’s  Dancer  from 
the  Dance  and  Fran  Lebowitz’s  Metro¬ 
politan  Life.  We  published  articles  on 
the  perils  of  poppers,  President  Carter’s 
nephew,  and  the  plight  of  a  gay  poet  in 
a  Russian  labor  camp.  Writers  we  pub¬ 
lish  include  Christopher  Isherwood, 
Kate  Millett-,  Jane  Rule,  Richard  Howard, 
Tennessee  Williams,  James  Merrill,  Sey¬ 
mour  Kleinberg,  Martin  Duberman, 
Dennis  Altman,  John  Lahr,  and  Manuel 
Puig. 

You’ll  find  Christopher  Street  a  se¬ 
rious  and  lively  addition  to  your  reading 
each  month.  You  can  read  next  year’s 
most  important  gay  books  in  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  today.  ' 

Subscribe  now  so  that  you  don’t  miss 
a  single  issue.  (If  you  want  to  receive 
the  February  issue,  then  send  us  $3.00 
and  we’ll  mail  you  the  issue  via  first 
class  mail.) 


‘He  was  a  clone,  but  I  miss  him.  ” 


For  Master  Charge  and  Visa  Orders  Only: 

Call  TOLL  FREE  (800)  621-5809.  Illinois  residents  call  (800)  972-5858. 

CHRISTOPHER  STREET  MAGAZINE 

250  West  57th  Street,  Suite  417,  New  York,  N.Y.  10019 

0 Check/Money  Order  (end.)  Q Master  Charge  0Visa 
0  1  Year  $18.00  (Foreign  $28.00)  02  Years  $34.00  (Foreign  $54.00) 

03  Years  $47.00  (Foreign  $77.00) 

O  New  Subscription  ORenewal  OSend  me  the  February  issue  first  class  ($3.00) 
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Language 


Continued  from  Page  10 
JP:  It’s  “machtildats”  in  Old  Ger¬ 
manic.  The  “macht”  is  “power¬ 
ful”  and  the  “hildas”  is  “battle,” 
so  the  modern  women’s  name 
“matilda”  means  “mighty  in  bat¬ 
tle.” 

SW:  Anyway,  this  other  root,  which 
seems  to  mean  powerful  and  strong 
and  is  connected  with  things  like 
“amaze,”  “magic,”  “power”  has 
been  disassociated  from  magh  1 
because,  apparently,  [male  linguis¬ 
tic  scholars]  cannot  see  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  battling  as  an  amazon 
and  being  powerful.  We  suspect 
that  it  is  the  desire  to  isolate  the 
term  “amazon”  that  has  caused 
them  to  separate  these  things  out 
into  two  different  roots.  At  least, 
that’s  what  we’re  claiming  in  our 
article,  and  certainly  ours  is  no  more 
speculative  than  theirs. 

JC:  What  credible,  well-researched, 
amply-footnoted  books  can  you  rec- 
commend  to  women  interested  in 
learning  about  our  matriarchal 
roots? 

SW:  Evelyn  Reed’s  Women’s  Evo¬ 
lution.  Evelyn  Reed  is  a  feminist 
socialist  who  traces  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  human  cultures  in  various 
areas,  not  just  western,  from  matri¬ 


archy  through  patriarchy,  showing 
how  they  might  be  connected.  Mer¬ 
lin  Stone’s  When  God  Was  a 
Woman ,  as  well  as  her  new  book 
(Ancient  Mirrors  of  Womanhood , 
New  Sybilline  Books)  which  I 
haven’t  read  yet  but  suspect  is  quite 
well  researched,  is  also  good.  Less 
“credible”  but  very  interesting  is 
Elizabeth  Gould  Davis’  The  First 
Sex.  which  I  suspect  points  you  in 
all  thp  right  directions,  but  which 
has  been  discredited  for  its  lack  of 
footnotes. 

The  thing  to  point  out  here  when 
you  say  “credible”  and  “authorita¬ 
tive”  is  that  nothing  that  feminist 
researchers  do  that  points  back  to 
matriarchy  will  be  regarded  as  auth¬ 
oritative.  In  another  book,  Evelyn 
Reed’s  Sexism  and  Science,  she 
points  out  that  as  the  anthropolo¬ 
gists  began  to  stumble  across  evi¬ 
dence  that  seemed  indisputably  to 
point  back  toward  matriarchy,  they 
abandoned  evolutionary  anthro¬ 
pology  in  favor  of  structural  anthro¬ 
pology.  What  is  completely  infuri¬ 
ating  to  those  of  us  who  are  in  an 
area  of  linguistics  that  connects  lin¬ 
guistics  and  anthropology  is  that 
the  same  thing  has  happened  in  lin¬ 
guistics:  there  is  now  no  way  to 
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prove  that  anything  evolved  from 
anything  because  we  are  told  it  is 
more  useful  to  compare  ourselves  to 
the  zulus  than  it  is  to  look  back  into 
our  own  cultural  heritage.  And 
since  what  has  been  happening 
across  the  face  of  the  world,  as  Reed 
points  out  in  Women's  Evolution , 
is  that  every  culture  has  moved 
toward  patriarchy  and  none  has 
moved  back  the  other  way,  you  find 
in  contemporary  society  little  evi¬ 
dence  of  egalitarian,  full  matriarchy 
(as  opposed  to  matriliny)  which  is 
quite  convenient  if  you  choose  not 
to  believe  in  it. 

I  think  it  might  be  interesting  to 
examine  the  hypothesis  that  Basque 
and  Indo-European  are  unrelated 
languages.  Roz  Frank,  an  associate 
professor  of  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  at  the  University  of 
Iowa,  and  a  Basque  scholar,  claims 
that  semantic  connections  between 
Basque  and  Indo-European  have 
been  ignored  because  Indo- 
European  scholars  do  not  wish  to 
believe  that  there  is  a  connection. 
They  perceive  Indo-European  as  a 
patriarchal  culture,  Basque  as  a 
matriarchal  culture,  therefore,  the 
two  cultures  must  be  unrelated. 
Therefore,  there  is  no  linguistic 
evidence  showing  that  they  are 
related. 


JC:  Why  is  it  significant  that  there 
would  be  this  connection  between  a 
matriarchal  culture  and  a  patriarch¬ 
al  culture? 

SW:  It  would  give  at  least  some 
credence  to  the  notion  that  perhaps 
there  has  been  a  general  European 
matriarchal  culture  and  that  the 
current  patriarchal  culture  has 
evolved  from  it,  along  the  same 
lines  that  Evelyn  Reed  postulates 
for  other  cultures. 

JC:  Are  the  Basque  people  isolated 
in  such  a  way  that  their  culture 
would  have  survived  intact? 

SW:  The  Basques  are  mountain 
dwellers  and  shepherds.  In  early 
warfare  —  before  patriarchy  had 
acheived  the  high  technology  which 
makes  it  possible  to  obliterate  the 
entire  population  of  the  globe  and 
leave  all  the  bui  ldings  standing  — 
mountain  people  were  relatively 
impregnable.  (For  example, 
Switzerland  has  never  been  con¬ 
quered.)  So  the  Basques  have  not 
been  invaded.  But  what  has 
happened  instead  is  that  there  has 
been  slow  encroachment  by  the 
Spanish  and  French  who  have 
changed  [the  Basque’s]  laws. 
However,  the  Basques  have  been 
very  sly  about  some  of  this.  What 
they've  done  is  rename  their  shrines 
to  Andrea  [a  goddess]  as  shrines  to 


the  Virgin  Mary  and  those  have 
gone  untouched.  So,  in  fact,  they 
are  preserving  many  elements  of 
their  old  religion  and  culture. 

If  we  can  indicate  that  there  may 
be  a  connection  between  the 
Basques  and  the  Indo-Europeans, 
that  in  fact  they  may  be  the  same 
people,  or  that  the  Basques  are  the 
original  Europeans,  or  that  the 
Basques  are  the  original  des- 
cendents  of  the  cultures  that  were 
wiped  out,  it  would  be  extremely 
interesting.  Since  historical  linguis¬ 
tics  is  the  first  branch  of  linguistics 
that  emerged  in  the  18th  century,  it 
would  throw  200  years  of  linguistics 
right  out,  and  historical  linguistics 
would  have  to  start  again,  on  an 
entirely  different  basis. 

Julia  and  I  have  suggested  that 
we  ought  to  create  something  called 
feminist  linguistic  theory,  thinking 
that  if  we  named  it,  it  would  give  it 
a  kind  of  value.  Other  women 
would  start  doing  it  because  then  it 
would  exist,  having  been  given  a 
label.  I  suspect  that  notion  comes 
out  of  our  being  lesbians;  seeking  so 
hard  for  a  label  to  validate  us,  we’re 
also  seeking  a  label  that  would 
validate  what  we  do.  We  know  it’s 
valid,  but  in  order  for  everyone  else 
to  know  it’s  valid,  we  have  to  give  it 
a  name. 


Announcing 

the  mileage  machine 
that  runs  on 


Peanutbutter! 


The  rugged  Raleigh 
"Sports.”  Still  priced  less 
than  150  gallons  of  high- 
test  and  built  to  take  city 
streets  and  country  miles. 
According  to  our  best 
"Bicycle  Exchange  mileage) 
estimate,”  the  Raleigh 
Sports  will  run  for  20 
miles  on  a  peanutbutter 
and  jelly  sandwich  (actual 
mileage  may  differ  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  condition 
of  the  rider). 


No  frills?  Nonsense.1 
The  unique  drive  system 
requires  no  fuel  other 
than  the  afore-mentioned 
PB&.J.  Now  that’s  luxury! 
And  headroom — the  sky’s 
the  limit!  So  don’t  limit 
yourself.  Get  into  the 
bicycle.  It  not  only 
transports,  it  transcends! 


3  Bow  Street,  Harvard  Square 
864-1300 

Tu.  We.  Fr.  Sa.  9-6  Th.  9-8 


the  ^  bicycle  exchange 


for  your  truck  and  car  needs 

see  Bob  Poitras 


r.\ftCLE  q 


Rodman  Ford 

Truck  Center  Inc. 

RTE  1  WALPOLE  MA  02081 
LINCOLN/MERCURY-FORD  TRUCK  DEALERSHIP 

call  for  an  appointment  •  668-3112 
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THE  NATIONAL  TOURING  COMPANY 
EARL  WILSON  JR’S 
GRAMMY  AWARD  WINNING 
HIT  BROADWAY  MUSICAL! 

IT’S  A  SMASH”  REX  REED 


‘<i 


let  mu  people 


Odyssey  of  o  Unicom 


Glory ,  Glory  Ho  Jo ’s 


ct  sexual  musical 


BOX  OFFICE  OPENS  AT  10AM  DAILY  &  NOON  SUNDAYS 
TUES.,  WED.,  THURS.,  8PM  -  $9.50  &  $8.50 
FRIDAY,  8PM  -  SATURDAY  7PM  &  9PM  —  $10.50  &  $9.50 
SUNDAY  3PM  &  7PM  —  $9.50  &  $8.50 
STUDENT  RUSH  TICKETS  —  $6.00 

THE  BOSTON  REP 

1  BOYLSTON  PLACE,  BOSTON 

FOR  FURTHER  INFO  &  TEL  CHARGES,  VISA,  M.C.  CALL  (617)  423-6580 


»iF 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 

By  Nancy  Walker 

For  Easter,  my  sother  and  I 
went  to  a  part  of  Long  Island  that 
was  one  town  away  from  the  pa¬ 
rental  home  of  Richard  Burns 
(GCN  Managing  Editor).  Com¬ 
passion  and  insanity,  both, 
demanded  that  we  drive  him  back 
to  Boston  with  us.  In  Doodle  Bug 
(’69  VW)  with  the  front  seat  stuck 
so  it  can’t  be  brought  forward  to 
relieve  the  misery  of  the  backseat 
passenger.  Richard  is  6 '5"  tall. 
Thought  I,  now  I’ve  got  you 
where  I’ve  wanted  you  for  a  long 
time.  Suffer  for  all  the  times 
you’ve  teased  me  and  threatened 
to  cook  Henry  (my  turtle),  and 
written  me  checks  to  “Na-Na” 
Walker  that  I  had  to  cash  in  the 
bank  in  front  of  little  “g”  god  and 
everybody.  .  .  .  You  think  that’s 
easy  for  a  sensitive  artist  like  me  to 
tolerate? 

My  sother,  however,  is  nothing  if 
not  the  soul  of  graciousness.  She 
took  turns  with  Richard  in  the 
sardine  can.  I,  naturally,  drove. 
That  left  those  two  free  to  talk, 
and  talk  they  did.  All  the  way 
from  the  uncivilized  wilds  of  east¬ 
ern  Long  Island  to  the  polluted 
comfort  of  Boston,  I  had  to  listen 
to  them  yattering  away  about,  of 
all  things.  Socialism. 

Richard,  nobody’s  fool,  turned 
the  tables  on  my  sother  who  is  the 
great  interrogator  (this  side  of  the 
Inquisition)  of  all  time.  He  got  out 
of  her  the  story  of  my  past  —  my 
marriage,  details  of  our  lives  to¬ 
gether,  etc.  I  had  to  concentrate 
on  the  driving  and  couldn’t  even 
put  a  stop  to  this  expose. 

However,  things  got  much  more 
interesting  for  me  when  we  stop¬ 
ped  about  half-way  home  on 
Route  95  North  at  a  Howard 
Johnson’s  oasis  for  the  weary  and 
full-bladdered  traveler.  We  all 
took  the  opportunity  of  purging 
ourselves  of  some  excess  water, 


and  then  my  sother  and  I  went 
into  the  little  snack  bar  and  had 
ice  cream.  Returning  from  the 
men’s  room,  Richard  greeted  us 
with  “There’s  a  glory  hole  in 
there!”  “Huh”  came  my  astute 
reply.  “Oh,  come  now,  you 
know.”  “No,  I  don’t.”  “It’s  a 
hole  betweeen  the  stalls  that  one 
man  puts  his  cock  through  for  the 
other  man  to  suck.”  “Terrific, 
show  me.”  “You  really  wanna 
see?”  “Yeah.”  “Let’s  eat  the  ice 
cream  first.” 

I  had  a  cone.  I  wondered  if  I’d  get 
in  the  right  mood  by  eating  it. 
Once  finished  with  our  refresh¬ 
ments,  Richard  said,  “I’ll  go  in 
and  see  that  nobody’s  there.”  My 
sother  looks  for  all  the  world  like 
the  female  counterpart  of  an  altar 
boy,  or  maybe  she  really  does  look 
like  a  nun.  People  have  accused 
her  of  being  one  in  the  past.  Got 
the  picture?  We  posted  her  out¬ 
side  the  “men’s”  to  warn  us  if 
anyone  approached. 

Richard  guided  me  inside,  past 
the  funny  little  bathtubs  poking 
out  of  the  walls,  over  to  the 
cubicles  where  he  pointed  out  an 
extraordinarily  smooth,  almost 
perfectly  round  hole  between 
them.  It  had  a  diameter  of  about 
three  inches  and  was  located  at  a 
level  above  the  floor  that  I  as¬ 
sumed  might  make  the  sucker 
comfortable  but  could  have 
caused  a  Charley  horse  for  the 
suckee.  (I  admit  to  being  inexpert 
in  these  matters.)  We  wanted  my 
sother  to  take  a  picture,  but  the 
film  in  her  camera  was  too  slow  to 
function  in  such  little  light,  and 
we  had  no  strobe  with  us. 

As  we  departed  the  place  of 
glory,  we  barely  missed  bumping 
into  a  very  macho  truck  driver 
type.  I  wondered  what  he  thought 
of  the  excavation. 

I  couldn’t  help  puzzling  over  the 
fact  that  the  hole  seemed  so  per¬ 


fectly  executed.  Someone  must 
have  gone  into  the  bathroom  and 
done  a  near-professional  job  of 
gouging  out  the  place  of  ecstasy. 
How  did  he  do  it?  When  did  he 
get  the  chance?  Did  someone 
actually  bring  his  bag  of  tools  into 
the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  anon¬ 
ymous  lasciviousness  in  order  to 
produce  an  orifice  suitable  to  the 
clandestine  needs  of  men  who, 
while  stopping  to  refill  their  cars, 
seek  a  pause  that  more  than  re¬ 
freshes  themselves? 

Obviously,  the  answers  are  sim¬ 
ple.  Someone  did  indeed  sneak 
into  the  bathroom,  possibly  at  an 
hour  when  traffic  was  very  light, 
and  create  an  opening  that  neither 
god  nor  Howard  J  intended  to  be 
there.  But  the  question  that  natur¬ 
ally  next  arises  is  how  come  How¬ 
ard  J  hasn’t  bothered  to  either  fill 
in  the  hole  or  replace  part  of  the 
privy  wall?  Or  has  Howard  filled 
in  holes  in  the  past,  only  to  have 
them  miraculously  re-opened  over 
night???  We  will  never  know  for 
sure. 

Do  you  suppose  many  straight 
men  use  the  facilities  and  simply 
do  not  notice  the  hole?  Are  they 
likely  to  know  what  it  is?  (Why 
should  they  know  if  I  didn’t?) 
Now,  what  would  the  female 
counterpart  of  a  glory  hole  be??? 
Two  openings  chest  high???  I  very 
much  doubt  that  women  would  be 
particularly  interested  in  such 
contrivances.  Of  course,  I  may  be 
very  wrong.  I  shall,  in  any  case, 
keep  my  eyes  open,  but  the  most 
I’ve  ever  found  in  women’s  rooms 
are  grafitti.  I  dare  to  hope  the 
situation  will  remain  that  way. 

The  rest  of  our  trip  home  was 
uneventful.  When  Richard  got  out 
of  the  car  he  was  6 '3*.  He  said, 
“Nance,  you  should  write  about 
your  marriage.  Readers  wanna 
know  things  like  that.”  Do  you? 


The  METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  of  Boston  wishes  to  thank 
the  following  individuals,  organizations,  and  businesses  for  their  sponsorship  of  the 
trek  from  Jacksonville  to  Tallahassee.  Their  generous  support  along  with  that  of 
those  who  contributed  anonymously  has  made  our  participation  possible. 

SPONSORS 


Darrel  Anderson 

Jeri  Balter 

Jill  Bernstein 

Jeanne  &  Lisa  Bisson 

Tony  Bosco  -  The  House 

Boston  Peoples'  Organization 

J.  Allyn  Bradford 

The  David  Brill  Fund 

Bob  Bruno 

Grove  Calkins 

Steve  Carey 

Barbara  Chaffee 

Karl  Churchill 

Art  Cohen 

Brad  Colman 

Drs  Lane  &  Sarah  Conn 

Copley  Flair 

CPPAX/Social  Justice  Task 
Force 

Janet  Cormier 
Rudy  Dehaney 
Peter  DiBartoio  -  Body  One 
Larry  DiCara 

Katherine  &  Bruce  Dichtor 

Rep.  Sal  DiMasi 

Gary  Dotterman 

David  Drolet 

Deborah  E.  Eisenberg 

Favours  &  Flowers 

Loie  Fecteau 

Joel  Feigin 

Ellie  Finley 

John  Flyem 

Rep  Barney  Frank 


Evie  Frankl 

Freedom  Center  Arlington 
Street  Church 
David  Frusti 
David  Gearhart 
CLAD,  Inc. 

Rep.  Saundra  Graham 
John  Graves 
The  Green  Leaf  Florists 
Helen  Harbison 
Meg  Harbison 
Rev.  Richard  Harding 
Harry  &  George 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay 
Student  Association 
Joe  &  Teresina  Havens 
Jim  Hayes 
Mark  Hendryx 

&  Wendy  Glassner 
Len  Hilgermann  &  Jay  Craver 
Rev.  Edward  Hougen 
Margaret  deVelder  Hougen 
Mildred  Hougen 
Integrity 
David  Jernigan 
Michael  Kane 
Bob  Kavin 
Lawrence  Kessler 
James  C.  Kilburn 
&  William  W.  Ward 
Rep.  Mel  King 
Koala  Bear  Haircutters 
Richard  Lamson 
&  Naomi  Pless 


Diane  Lande 

Lynn  Lazar  &  Carol  Simpson 
Ernie  Lessa 
Lester's  T  V. 

Steve  Loomis 
Robin  MacCormack 
Joe  Martin 
Ann  Maguire 
Tom  Maher 

Pearl  Mallard  &  Pat  Moreau 
Mass.  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Vinny  McCarthy 
Brian  McNaught 
Mitzel 

Paul  Morgenthall 
Viviana  Mufioz 
Evelyn  Murphy 
Linda  Pellegrini 
Richard  C.  Pillard,  M.D. 
David  Price 
Robert  Redmon 
Tom  Reeves 
Regency  Health  Center 
Margo  Rey  &  Sandi  Stein 
Cindy  Rizzo 

&  Margie  Bleichman 
Eric  Rofes 
David  Rosenberg 
Ron  Rouse 
Jack  Rubin 

Bob  and  Ginney  Russell 
Holly  Russell  &  Donald  Reid 
Rusty  Russell 


The  Saints  Women's 
Collective  ' 

Wendy  C.  Sanford 
Charlie  Schormann 
Horace  Seldon 
Bill  Shawcross 
Wallace  M.  Shawn 
Kathleen  Moffitt  Sligh 
Cary  Sommers 
Lorry  Sorgmyn 
Bob  &  Lois  Stevens 
Bobby  Stevens 
Davey  Stevens 
Tommy  Stevens 
&  Maura  Muller. 

Win  &  Jim  Stewart 
Leland  Stone 
Ellen  Sutter  &  Deb  Wertz 
The  Third  Nail,  Inc. 

Christine  Thompson 
Steven  Tierney 
La  Trattoria 
Tri  Travel,  Inc. 

Rev.  Dr.  Calvin  Turly 
Used  Sound 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  deVelder 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Walter  deVelder 
Venceremos  II 
John  Ward 
David  Weetman 
Kathy  Weremiuk 
Chris  Wert  &  Paul  Mellett 
Xanadu  Graphics 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Boston,  131  Cambridge  St.  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel.  523-7664. 

An  Ecumenical  Christian  Church  with  a  special  ministry  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
_ -  Services:  Sunday  7:00  p.m. 
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Film 

Windows 

with  Talia  Shire  and  Elizabeth 

Ashley 

Directed  by  Gordon  Willis 

A  United  Artists  Film 

At  the  Sack  Beacon  Hill,  Boston 

Reviewed  by  Andrea  Loewenstein 

For  all  of  you  who  sort  of 
would  like  to  see  Windows  if  you 
didn’t  have  to  pay  and  support 
homophobia  .... 

You  really  aren’t  missing  any¬ 
thing.  Maybe  if  you  were  very, 
very  stoned  you  might  want  to 
watch  it  with  a  bunch  of  friends  if 
it  came  on  TV  and  you  didn’t  feel 
like  getting  up  to  change  the  chan¬ 
nel.  As  for  a  straight  (or  at  least 
sober)  viewing,  it’s  not  only  every 
bit  as  demeaning,  disgusting  and 
insulting  as  you’ve  heard;  it’s  also 
one  of  the  stupidest  movies  I’ve 
seen  in  a  long  time. 

I  was  a  little  late  for  the  six 
o’clock  show  because  they 
couldn’t  seem  to  find  the  ticket 
for  the  GCN  reviewer  at  the  box 
office  for  the  longest  time.  When  I 
came  in,  a  man  with  a  gorilla  voice 
was  trying  to  break  into  a  chained- 
shut  apartment  to  assault  two 
women.  One  of  them  was  standing 
there  twisting  her  lips  a  lot  and 
shaking,  and  the  other  was  as¬ 
saulting  the  door  with  her  head 
and  body.  It  was  very  stupid  be¬ 
cause  if  they’d  both  leaned  on  the 
door  which  was  only  open  a  crack 
it  would  have  closed.  I 
immediately  knew  who  was  who: 
the  “real  woman”  was  naturally 
too  scared  to  move  and  close  the 
door,  and  the  dyke  was  acting 
crazy  (as  they  do)  bumping  her 
head  on  the  door  and  then  staring 
at  the  “real  woman”  with  hungry 
eyes. 

When  they  started  to  talk  you 
could  tell  even  more  because  the 
‘‘real  woman”  was  so  scared  she 
kept  stammering  (this  wasn’t  her 
first  molestation.)  “Tha-thank 
you.”  “I-I’m  not  much  of 
drinker.”  All  through  the  movie, 
she  couldn’t  get  one  sentence  out 
without  doing  that. 

Emily,  the  femme,  seemed  al¬ 
most  retarded,  the  way  she  didn’t 
pick  up  on  the  dyke’s  interest  in 
her.  Here’s  the  dyke  with  her  silk 
blouse  open  down  to  her  navel, 
doing  all  kinds  of  sexy  things  with 
her  eyes,  and  saying  things  like, 
“So  stay  a  while ...  are  you  quite 
sure  you  won’t  stay?  But  I  insist !” 
in  her  deep,  husky,  very  campy 

Theater 

Entertaining  Mr.  Sloane 

By  Joe  Orton 

Presented  at  the  Alley  Theatre, 
1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge 
through  April  27 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

Four  nights  a  week,  in  a  small 
theatre  in  Inman  Square,  four  of 
the  slimiest  characters  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  get  together.  Two 
hours  later,  one  of  them  is  mur¬ 
dered,  one  has  been  impregnated, 
the  third  is  being  blackmailed  and 
the  fourth  blithely  concludes  that 
“it’s  been  a  pleasant  morning.” 

Entertaining  Mr.  Sloane  is  the 
first  and  most  tightly  written  of 
Joe  Orton’s  three  full-length 
plays.  There  are  only  four  charac¬ 
ters:  Ed  and  Kath,  brother  and 
sister;  their  father,  Kemp;  and  the 
new  lodger,  Mr.  Sloane.  In  the 
first  act,  Sloane  seduces  the 
siblings  (in  separate  encounters); 
both  of  them  were  ripe  for  the 
picking.  In  short  order,  the  two 
are  eating  out  of  his  hand,  and  in 
the  second  act  they  are  seen,  six 
months  later,  accepting  every 
imaginable  indignity  from  their 
kept  boy.  In  the  third  act  Sloane’s 
past  and  present  crimes  catch  up 
with  him.  He  has  killed  the  father 
for  threatening  to  identify  him  as 
the  murder  of  his  former  boss  — 
but  this  minor  inconvenience  is 
smoothed  over  by  Ed  and  Kath, 


voice.  She  may  have  looked  like  a 
woman,  see,  but  her  voice  was  the 
clue. 

Next  there’s  a  scene  with  a  hired 
killer  who  is  a  good  match  for 
Emily  in  intelligence;  he  lets  her 
get  out  of  the  cab  and  call  her  cop 
on  him. 

And  then  after  that  there  are 
about  three  more  scenes  which 
keep  taking  turns.  First  we  have 
the  dyke  and  her  shrink,  who  are 
also  a  good  match  —  they  both 
have  those  husky  voices  and  use 
pregnant  pauses  a  lot  in  their  con¬ 
versation. 

The  dyke  and  the  shrink  scene 
alternates  with  the  cop  and  femme 
scene.  This  cop.  Bob,  may  not  be 
so  smart  either,  the  way  he  keeps 
after  little  Emily  who  won’t  let 
him  touch  her,  twitches  when  she 
talks,  and  doesn’t  even  have  any 
furniture  to  sit  on  in  her  apart¬ 
ment.  He  does  tell  her  to  put  up 
some  curtains  since  whoever  is 
going  around  attacking  people  is 
clearly  looking  in  the  windows. 
She  forgets  to  get  around  to  it  for 
a  while,  which  is  good,  because 
curtains  would  have  spoiled  the 
scenes  we  get  of  Andrea  (the  dyke) 
having  orgasms  or  anyway  doing 
something  involving  a  lot  of  heavy 
breathing  (Ah-ah-ah  ...  ah  AH!) 
into  her  telescope.  That’s  the  third 
rotating  scene,  dyke  and  tele¬ 
scope. 

It  all  comes  to  a  climax  when 
Emily  finds  her  cat  in  the  freezer 
and  goes  out,  even  though  Bob 
told  her  not  to,  to  a  new  loft 
Andrea  very  weirdly  says  she  just 
now  rented.  When  she  gets  there 
it’s  all  empty  except  for  the  tele¬ 
scope.  There  is  scary  music  and 
Andrea  is  hidden  away  some¬ 
where,  but  of  course  Emily 
doesn’t  notice  anything  wrong.  It 
turns  out  Andrea  will  kill  her  if 
Emily  can’t  pretend  she  might .  .  . 
could  .  .  .  someday  .  .  .  love 
Andrea.  All  she  has  to  do  to  save 
herself  is  stop  flinching  when  she’s 
touched  and  act  friendly.  Instead, 
she  goes  to  the  telescope  and  says 
“Bob!”,  and  jumps  back  and 
weeps  at  the  dyke’s  poison  touch. 

Now,  usually  in  this  kind  of 
movie,  the  cop  would  come  in  just 
in  time,  stopping  the  murderer, 
but  you  know  those  dykes,  they 
can’t  even  kill  someone  right.  This 
one  goes  into  a  hysterical  fit, 
crying  and  screaming  and  grovel¬ 
ing,  just  going  totally  cuckoo  all 
on  her  own  so  that  the  cop  isn’t 


who  are  loath  to  surrender  Sloane 
to  the  gallows. 

The  plot  is  vastly  more  compli¬ 
cated  than  synopsis  allows,  and  it 
is  a  credit  to  the  Alley  Theatre’s 
actors  that  they  have  the  presence 
of  mind  to  attend  to  the  intricacies 
of  Orton’s  plot  and  dialogue  while 
still  maintaining  convincing  per¬ 
sonae.  Gary  Kirby,  as  Kemp,  is  an 
archetypal  stage  dodderer  who 
nonetheless  manages  to  give 
Sloane  a  good  once-over  when 
Sloane  exits  in  his  bikini  briefs. 
Stephen  Kent  as  Ed  is  easily  the 
slimiest  of  the  bunch,  dressed  in 
his  Goodwill  best.  He  vacillates 
between  spurts  of  rehearsed  senti¬ 
mentality  or  didacticism,  and 
genuine  grovelling  before  the 
adored  Sloane.  Sloane  himself 
really  needs  to  be  cast  as  an  Aryan 
blonde  to  serve  as  a  convincing 
foil  to  Ed’s  neo-Nazi  come-ons; 
but  Robert  Deveau  has  found  a 
good  substitute  in  his  ’80s  punk, 
hair  dyed  jet  black  and  with  a 
different  colored  plastic  chame¬ 
leon  crawling  up  each  change  of 
costume.  Deveau  captures 
Sloane’s  feigned  innocence,  his 
genuine  concupiscence,  and  the 
shifty  slit-eyes  ever  searching  for  a 
hole  out  of  the  comer;  but  I  never 
felt  convinced  he  was  quite  as 
rotten  as  Orton  wrote  the  charac¬ 
ter  to  be.  When  he  kicks  Kemp  to 
death,  we  are  meant  to  feel  every 
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even  necessary  after  all,  except  to 
provide  the  final  scene  of  him  and 
Emily  walking  off  happily-ever- 
aftering.  “I  guess  she  did  love 
me”  concludes  Emily.  “In  her 
own  way.” 

The  frozen  cat  was  the  best 
thing  in  the  movie;  it  was  scary. 
The  whole  movie  was  pretty  scary 
really.  In  its  own  way.  There  was  a 
ten  year  old  girl  a  few  seats  away 
from  me  whose  mother  had 
brought  her,  for  some  reason,  and 
I  wondered  if  she’d  run  and  hide 
next  time  she  saw  someone  who 
looked  like  a  lesbian  to  her.  She 
and  her  mother  left  before  I  could 
interview  them,  but  I  did  catch 
two  men  zipping  up  and  giggling 
who  said  they  hadn’t  really  caught 
too  much  of  the  movie.  Neither 
had  a  young  straight  couple  both 
of  whom  said  they  were  confused. 
“What  were  those  ladies  doing ?” 
asked  the  girl.  “How  come  she 
had  that  microscope?”  Then  I  ran 
into  a  young  black  woman  who 
had  a  lot  to  say.  She’d  been  with  a 
man  with  a  processed  hairdo  and 
pointy  shoes  who  sort  of  slid  away 
when  she  started  talking  to  me  but 
she  said  she  didn’t  care.  First  of 
all,  she  thought  Emily  was  a  real 
ass  to  go  off  with  that  stone-cop. 
She  herself  would  have  took  the 
lady  over  him.  And  anyway,  the 
way  these  men  out  here  are  these 
days,  these  streety  men,  it’s  no 
wonder  more  and  more  girls  don’t 
get  that  way.  Considering  the  al¬ 
ternative  they  got,  and  did  I  ever 
stop  to  consider  that  probably 
some  jive-ass  man  had  done  some- , 
thing  to  that  Andrea  one  before 
the  movie  even  got  started,  that 
made  her  be  that  way?  They 
didn’t  show  that  part  in  the 
movie,  did  they?  What  she 
thought  was,  each  to  his  own,  and 
if  men  don’t  get  their  heads  to¬ 
gether  we  all  gonna  be  that  way 
and  she  hoped  I  would  put  it  in 
the  paper. 

I  said,  thank  you,  I  would,  and 
took  the  subway  home.  I  started 
to  walk  down  the  street  when  a 
man  came  up  in  my  face  and  said, 
“Hi,  there.”  My  heart  jumped 
and  I  remembered  I  better  get 
some  mace,  and  I  had  trouble 
breathing  the  rest  of  the  way 
home.  Because  there  have  been 
several  rapes  on  my  street  lately. 
And  it  hasn’t  been  women  doing 
it,  either. 
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one  of  those  kicks. 

Rosamond  Hooper  as  Kath  is 
easily  the  star  of  the  show.  She  is  a 
bitch  in  heat,  a  mindless  grinning 
vulgarian,  and  a  shrewd  and  des¬ 
perate  schemer  all  at  once.  Her 
Kath  is  the  sort  of  person  you 
would  expect  to  pop  her  gum  and 
scratch  her  armpit  at  the  same 
time,  but  she  never  resorts  to  such 
obvious  gimmicks  to  bring  across 
the  character’s  crudity.  In  the  last 
act,  in  between  blithely  ignoring 
her  father’s  death  and  coolly 
threatening  to  turn  Sloane  in  for 
his  murder  if  he  doesn’t  stay  with 
her,  she  enters  the  room  like  a  bad 
odor,  sweeping  her  father’s  dried 
blood  out  of  the  pile  of  the  rug.  In 
little  tableaux  such  as  this  Hooper 
shows  herself  to  be  a  perfect 
Orton  interpreter,  as  she  main¬ 
tains  the  crest  of  black  humor  on  a 
wave  of  authenticity. 

This  is  not  the  perfect  produc¬ 
tion  of  Entertaining  Mr.  Sloane, 
but  it  comes  close.  Director  Paul 
Dervis’  pacing  is  sometimes  off, 
and  the  sort  of  actor  for  whom 
Orton  wrote  the  title  character  is 
probably  only  to  be  found  in 
England.  However,  the  Alley 
players  understand  that  the  key  to 
Orton  is  in  the  ensemble,  not  in 
the  cascade  of  one-liners;  and 
they  all  bring  a  great  deal  of  love 
to  their  portrayal  of  the  unlovable 
characters. 
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$75.00 
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$50.00 
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$6.00 
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STAY  IN  TOUCH 
WITH  YOUR  COMMUNITY 


Page  14  • 


Gay  Community  News,  April  26,  1980 


Classifieds 


To  The  Chipmunk, 

Happy  Fifth  Anniversary 
Squirrel 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  lost  is  found 
The  bonds  will  hold 
Life  will  respond. 

Though  earth  grow  old 
And  dust  will  scatter 
It  doesn’t  matter. 

I  love  you  more  than  dinner. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

“Spring  is  here, the  grass  is  riz,  I  wonder 
where  the  boidies  is.  The  boid  is  on  the 
wing  . . .  Absoid;  the  wing  is  on  the 
boid."  Miss  you. _ 

SISTER  MARY  QUITE 
Contrary,  how  do  your  keloids  grow??? 
How  wonderful  you  are,  for  us  your 
battle  scars  to  show.  What  do  you  think 
I  could  get  for  a  glimpse  of  mine??? 
Love  you. _ 

GWM  Northern  VT,  5 '9",  135  age  35. 
Quiet,  sensitive.  Like  art,  music,  swim¬ 
ming,  hiking,  outdoors.  Seek  GM 
friends  to  share  whatever  we  may.  GCN 
Box  248. _ (40) 

Leominster  area?  I  am  lonely  straight 
appearing  GWM  19  seeking  lasting  rela¬ 
tionship  with  same.  Call  Gerry  at  (617) 
534-8910.  Be  discreet. _ (39) 

BUZZY,  BABY 

Happy  23rd  on  the  23rd,  Andy  Beano. 
Things  proceeding  slowly/dangerously 
here.  Hope  to  see  you  soon.  All  my  love, 
Zuzah, _ (39) 

B.C.— FELL  OFF  MY  BIKE  CUZ 
A— I’m  head  over  handlebars  in  love 
with  you;  B— I  knew  you  were  going  to 
make  a  fool  of  yourself  later; 
C— Skinned  knees  are  politically  cor¬ 
rect;  D— All  of  the  above.  Luv  Ya  Much. 
_ (3?) 

ATTENTION  CUDDLECAKES! 

If  you  haven’t  noticed,  there  is  some 
one  in  your  life  who  thinks  you’re  the 
greatest.  To  my  lovekins  on  her  birth- 
day.  Love,  Schnokims  LH  &  CT.  (39) 
LIVE  HOT  GAY  TAPES 
$3  gets  10  page  catalog  of  original 

uncensored  gay  tapes  —  singles, 
duals,  groups,  SM,  BD,  prison,  spank¬ 
ing,  studs,  Italians,  teenagers,  hustlers, 
bodybuilders,  blacks,  service  guys. 
East  Coast  Tape,  Box  3372,  Prov,  Rl 
02909,  Dept.  G. _ (39) 

BIKE  TRIP  ON  CAPE  COD!! 

1  am  planning  a  biketrip  on  the  Cape  for 

the  first  two  weeks  of  July.  (Boston,  The 
Islands,  P’Town.and  the  ferry  back  to 
Boston.)  Would  like  others  interested  in 
joining  in,  to  contact  me  at  Box  743, 
Burlin gton,  VT  05402. _ (42,  45,  46) 

FAGGOTS  AND  DYKES  SING 
The  University  Choir  performs  Handel’s 

Israel  in  Egypt  on  Sunday,  April  20,  at 
8pm.  Memorial  Church,  Harvard  Yard, 
Cambridge,  MA.  $3.00  donation.  (38) 

GAY  WOMEN 

2  gay  women,  Framingham,  friendly  & 

honest,  looking  to  meet  others  for 
friendship,  conversation,  movies,  din¬ 
ner,  beaching,  music,  etc.  Write  us, 
GCN  Box  244. _ _ (41). 

Warm  lesbian  30,  honest,  sincere,  em- 
pathic,  looking  for  friendship,  tender¬ 
ness,  verbal,  outgoing  lesbian  women. 
If  interested  and  live  within  the  Fram¬ 
ingham  area,  drop  a  line.  GCN  Box  243. 
_ (39) 

Dynamic  tall  40s  GWM  professional  try¬ 
ing  to  re-order  life  for  joy  and  tranquili¬ 
ty.  Interests:  art,  jazz,  gardening,  walk¬ 
ing.  Culture  gaps:  wine,  Mozart,  yoga. 
Unwilling  to  undertake  drunks,  drugs, 
superficiality.  GCN  Box  246. _ (39) 

Non-prof,  average  Iking,  GWM  non¬ 
drinker,  non-smoker,  32  yrs,  5' 11”,  160 
lbs  would  like  to  meet  honest  sincere 
thin  aver  Iking,  circ  GWM  25-34  yrs  old.  I 
am  clean,  sincere,  not  out  for  1  night- 
ers.  Lking  for  gd  friend,  definitely  rela¬ 
tionship.  Not  into  bars.  Enjoy  TV,  quiet 
evenings  together,  flea  mkts,  cuddling, 
music  &  more.  No  S  &  M  or  B  &  D. 
Picture  appreciated  but  not  necessary. 
All  will  be  answered  &  pictures 
returned.  Can  you  relocate?  Write  N.A.. 
66  Central  St,  Ipswich,  MA  01938.  (39) 

As  a  38  yr  old  GM  I  often  wonder  if  there 
are  others,  like  myself  whose  focus  for 
life  is  something  besides  gay  bars  and 
kinky  sex.  I  define  myself  as  fairly  to¬ 
gether,  honest,  sharing,  questioning, 
and  attempting  to  make  my  life  better.  I 
enjoy  life  most  of  the  time,  and  would 
like  to  meet  more  people  who  feel  the 
same  way.  GCN  Box  241. _ (39) 

BIWM,  56,  married  willing  to  listen, 
meet  or  correspond  with  GWM  having 
difficulty  accepting  their  being  gay. 
Write  PO  Box  431,  Belmont,  MA  02178. 
_  (39) 

USAIR 

Dave,  Flight  219  Pittsburg  to  Birm,  Ala. 
3/25  would  like  to  get  together  when 
you  are  in  Boston.  Bill.  GCN  Box  247. 

_ (40) 


NATIONAL  WOMEN’S  MUSIC  FEST. 
MAY  29  -  JUNE  1 

Featuring  Alive!,  Meg  Christian, 
Gwen  Avery,  Maxine  Feldman, 
Robin  Flower  &  Nancy  Vogl,  Terry 
Garthwaite,  Ellen  Mcllwaine,  Holly 
Near,  Teresa  Trull,  Robin  Tyler, 
Mary  Watkins,  and  more!  Write: 
NWMF,  BOX  2721  gen  Sta  A, 
Champaign,  IL  61820 


GWM  30  5 '10",  180  av  Iks  str  acts  hry 
chest  col  grad  sks  all  honest  sine  & 
desc  M’s  18  to  29  only  closet  &  av  Ikg  to 
share  with  me,  TV  movies  sex  fun 
music  new  frnds  dinner  sports  travel  & 
ideas  if  interested  write  with  phone  to 
PO  Box  101  E  Milton  MA  02186.  No 
drugs  or  beards  please. _ (40) 

JOD  OPPORTUNITIES 

Summer  jobs  —  restaurant  —  Cape 
Cod  area  —  Cook,  wait,  DA/V, 
house/grounds.  Have  a  good  summer. 
Include  phone  no.,  Box  692,  Astor  Sta., 
Boston,  MA  02123. _ (42) 

LIGHT  DELIVERY/PART  TIME 
Reliable  person  w/vehicle  wanted  for 
delivery  work.  Call  542-8280  or  227-7754 
for  more  info. _ (41) 

Person  wanted  for  office  —  paste-up 
position,  starting  part  time.  Experience 
a  plus,  but  conscientious  attitude  most 
important.  Call  542-8280  or  227-7754  for 
more  info, _ (41) 

HANDYMAN 

Wanted  for  part  time  work 
Hours  flexible.  (617)  426-8396  (40) 

MIXED  NUTS  CAFE  &  DISCO 
New  bar  to  open  soon  in  New  London, 
CT  now  seeking  bartenders,  doorpeo- 
ple,  DJs  &  lighting  people;  full  &  part 
time.  Send  resume  (or  SASE  for  appli¬ 
cation)  to  Ollie’s  Follies,  Inc.,  Box  71, 
New  London,  CT  06320. _ (41) 

SIGNERS  WANTED 
Church  of  the  Covenant  (Newbury  St) 
Is  looking  for  people  to  sign 
Sunday  Morning  Services. 
_ Call  Irv  at  536-4658.  (40) 

MENTAL  HEALTH 
CLINIC  RECEPTIONIST 
Screen  intake  calls,  community 
referrals,  client  contact  and  billing, 
light  typing  and  bookkeeping.  Mon- 
Thurs  1-9pm,  Fri  11am-7pm.  $8,300  plus 
fringe.  Resumes  to  HCHS,  80  Boylston 
St,  Suite  855,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (39) 

SERVICES  _ 

CARPENTRY/CONSTRUCTION 
Walls  built,  doors  hung,  shelves  and 
countertops,  exterior  stairs  and  repairs. 
Boston  area  only.  Cally  Ginny  Hodgdon 
787-9583. _ (42) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  support  thru  The  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Also  Gay  Women  Group  Travel.  Info: 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. _ (44) 

HOUSE  CLEANED  GAILY 
Reasonable  rates. 

References  on  request. 
_ Call  625-5133. _ (c) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 
_ (40) 

Sensitive  male  therapist,  MS  degree, 
prof  trained  in  verbal  and  alternative 
approaches.  Gay  &  lesbian  clients. 
Cmbg  loc.  492-6598. _ (39) 

LIFE  INSURANCE 
Savings  and  Disability  plans. 
Personalized  and  discreet  service 
Call  482-9515.  Ask  for  Mr.  Gregory 
_ Or  leave  message. _ (40) 

PAPERHANGING 

Professional  installations.  Call  723- 
3897. _ (39) 

COMING  OUT  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 
To  begin  in  May  at  Homophile  Com¬ 
munity  Health  —  $25  intake  appt.  —  fee 
sliding  scale,  led  by  Judy  Power,  M.Ed., 
lesbian-feminist  therapist.  Call 
542-5188  for  further  info. _ (39) 

SUPPORT  GROUP  FOR  OLDER  GAY  MEN 
At  Counseling  Associates  of  Kenmore, 
co-led  by  Charles  Schormann  and 
Stephen  Blggio.  For  Interview  appt  call 
eves  262-6620  or  536-2254.  Start  date: 
Mid-April. _ (39) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mess,  (olf  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  lor  appt. 


COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY, 
ETC.  Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos. 
near  Faneull  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 

(c) 


BACK  BAY  LANDSCAPING 
We’re  a  small  company  offering  com¬ 
plete  landscape  and  gardening 
services.  Quality  work,  personal  atten- 
tion.  Bob  Toscano.  267-6188. _ (c) 

Experienced  Therapists  for  individuals 
&  couples,  gay  or  straight.  Sliding  scale 
fee.  Insurance  accepted.  Kevin  McGirr, 
RN.  (617)  354-0622.  (34) 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Shiatsu  (acupressure)  and  deep- 
muscle.  Non-sexual.  Mick  Hazen 
522-9164  Reasonable  rates.  (35) 

ROOMMATES _ 

2  friendly  considerate  lesbians  seek  1 
other  26+  to  share  sunny  Newton 
house  with  yrd,  nr  T,  bus,  stores. 
140/mo  +  utilities.  965-9815. _ (40) 

PROVIDENCE  Rl 

Gay  or  straight  male,  25+  needed  to 
share  unfurnished  apt  on  Doyle  Ave. 
New  kitchen,  114  baths,  alarm;  a  nice 
old  house  that’s  been  renovated.  I’m 
looking  for  someone  who’s  clean,  no 
smokers  ~or  pets.  $150  +  utils.  Call 
before  10  am  or  after  8pm  —  Dave.  (401) 
831-2176. _ (40) 

Wanted,  to  share  with  two  other  males 
in  large  apt  close  to  shopping  center  10 
min  to  Boston  by  MTA  Looking  for  a 
reliable  person.  Call  628-0537.  Chuck. 
_ (40) 

Roommates  to  share  country  house  in 
Western  suburbs  with  2  GM  in  mid  20s. 
Car  needed.  Rent  on  2  rooms  &  private 
bath  259-0951.  _ (38) 

Womon  seeks  womon  to  share  2  bdrm 
apt  in  JP.  Near  T’s,  $142.50  +  utils. 
Avail  immed.  sm  bekyd  &  garden  (?) 
Comfree,  522-4922. _ (39) 

GWF  29  prof  sks  same  27  +  for  Sept  1. 
Must  relocate  W/NW  burbs.  Vry  neat  cln 
snstve  hnst  dpndbl  smk  cigs  luv  stereo 
TV.  Quiet  but  sociable.  Bars  occasion¬ 
ally.  Luv  photo,  sports  music  movies 
dining  out.  Seeking  sim  quiet  but  fun 
loving  woman.  Place  must  allow  dog. 
No  cats.  Lets  meet  talk  compare 
Iks/dislks  get  to  know  each  other  then 
look  for  place  together.  Write  &  tell 
about  yrself.  GCN  Box  245. _ (40) 

One  woman  seeks  4  others  to  re-form 
home  in  JP  starting  June.  Great  house 
90 +  .  Call  524-6209  soon.  Are  you  a 
turtle? _ (44) 

37  yr  old  GWF  looking  for  roommate  in 
the  Brookline  Brighton  Allston  Quincy 
area.  Call  Julie  472-9621, _ (39) 

R  M  wanted  for  2  br  apt  near  G  Line  & 
Pond  in  JP  by  30  year  old  mature  adult. 
150  +  .524-1 51 7  after  7,  Rich. _ (40) 

GWM  32  seeks  prof  or  student  GM  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt  Somerville-Camb  from 
May  1.  $130  +  utils.  Call  Peter,  eves, 
876-9862. _ (39) 


Apt  to  shar,  Mid-Camb.,  2  br,  5  min  to 
Red  Line.  Rent  160/mo  (yr  share),  large 
apt,  lots  of  sun.  Seeking  working/prof 
man  to  share  rent  &  elec.  Lease  till  Aug. 
31 .  Call  Wade,  864-6654,  eves.  (37) 

2  prof  Lesbian-feminists  seek  2  others 
(L/F)  26-38,  singles  or  couple,  to  share 
Ig  4  bdrm  apt  in  Arlington.  Steps  to 
MBTA,  w/w,  dswh,  w/d,  f  &  b  porches, 
firepl.  Avail  now.  $140  ea.  +  util,  secur. 

643-4129. _ (38) 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 
Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650,  March  thru  November. 


JODS  WANTED 


TROPICAL  DRINKS  MANUAL! 

Delicious  &  Potent! 
Cruise  Ship  Favorites! 

$3  to:  S.  Austin,  Box  330548 
Coconut  Grove,  FL  33133 


REAL  ESTATE 


Provincetown  modern  2  br  all  electric 
condo  —  laundry  facilities,  parking, 
beach  EZ  care,  EZ  living.  $36,000. 
Owner  (61 7)  487-2268. _ (40) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  REAL  ESTATE 
Tired  of  paying  high  rent?  Own  your 
own  home.  Many  1 , 2,  3  family  homes  to 
choose  from.  524-5464.  Provincetown 
condominiums  1  &  2  bedrooms.  From 
$19,000.  J.P.R.E.  524-5464.  (41) 


MOYERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _ (cj 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958.  _ (c) 


RESORTS 


Provincetown’s  Watership  Inn.  Charm 
of  a  traditional  New  England  Inn. 
Unique  comfort,  hospitality.  Free  con¬ 
tinental  break.  Open  weekends  4/19  & 
4/26;  daily  5/1.  Watership,  7  Winthrop 
St.,  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  487-0094 
or  Jim  at  536-7289. _ (42) 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
_ (617)487-1197.  ' 


P’TOWN-BUSBOY-J  UN  E-AUGUST 
Eight  mo  exp  as  busboy,  4  years  as 
third  cook,  dishwasher,  will  do  these 
things  for  tips,  board  and  $1  a  day.  POB 
111,  Hopkinton,  MAPI 748. _ (39) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

CATHOLIC?  GAY?  CONFUSED? 

Call  (415)  863-8795  (SF,  CA)  for  help,  or 
write:  W/$  (tax  deductible)  Thaddean 
Fathers,  3749  17th  St.,  SF,  CA  94114. 
New  facts  revealed. _ (42) 

WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands 
together  into  a  single  political  force 
and  to  unite  women  with  all  the 
oppressed,  we  need  our  own  political 
party.  Support  groups  for  men.  For  info, 
send  SASE  to  Political  Discussion 
Group,  CIO  Cambridge  Women’s  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St,  Cam,  MA02139 _ (c) 

GREAT  AMERICAN 
LESBIAN  ART  SHOW 
Women  organizing  for  the  Great  Ameri¬ 
can  Lesbian  Art  Show  —  Boston  will  be 
meeting  weekly  onSaturdays.  For  loca¬ 
tions  and/or  further  information  call 
787-1 441  or  send  SASE  to  GCN  Box  225. 

J4Q) 

D.O.ff. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Frl,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici- 
oate.  (23) 

PUBLICATIONS 

CRUISING  MANHATTAN? 

It’s  better  on  a  bicycle.  Guide  to  NY 
includes  maps,  tours,  bars,  restaurants, 
renting  and  repairing  your  bike,  and 
much  more.  $3.50  to  Austral  Marketing 
Co.,  39  Great  Jones  St.,  NY,  NY  10012. 

(40) 

Beginners  Guide  to  Cruising,  $6.00;  Ad¬ 
vanced  Guide  to  Cruising,  $6.00.  Both, 
$10.00.  Illustrated  photo  catalogue, 
$2.00.  Troy  Saxon,  Suite  488  D,  1626  N. 
Wilcox  Ave.,  Hollywood,  CA  90028. 
_ (40) 

GOOD  TIMES  COMING 
The  definitive  gay  travel  guide  to  the 
U.S.,  Canada,  Puerto  Rico  is  loose-leaf 
so  the  guide  you  buy  today  Is  as  accur¬ 
ate  as  the  publisher’s  records.  Only  $8 
from  J&.J  Publishers,  2420  First  Avenue 
#50,  Dept  BGCN,  Seattle,  WA  98121  .(41) 
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Quick  6qy  Guide 


542-0114 

227-6167 


Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 

Boston,  02106 
Chlltem  Mountain  Club 
Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Clearspace,  Box  119,  104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfleld  St.  02108  2666103 

El  Comlte  Latino  de  lesblanas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc. 

P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  do  GCN  Box  8000  282-9161 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  Dee,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (612pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 

21  Bay  St.  Cambridge  02139 
Older  and  Other  Gays,  do  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  4269371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661  -0248 


492-2655 


277-3454 


POUTlCALfLEGAL 


BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  2666103,8768768 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave.  367-1394 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq.  4261350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor’s  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Suite  407, 739  Boylston  St.  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02139  542-5415,542-6837 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  HIM,  MA  02167 
Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  ffl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcllffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  7761487 

Harvard-Radcllffe  Gay  Info.  4965476 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  EM  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN 


Arcadia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 


247-4861  x58 
354-8807 


661-3633 


661-2537 

354-8807 

661-0450 

6616015 


661-1316 


547-2302 


(Kenmore  Sq.) 

Cambridge  Women's  Center 
Daughters  of  Bllitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
18614  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women's  Center  6265000  x793 

Woman  space,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tlkva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  5366518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  7766377 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  5363788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  .  5267664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Unlversalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  4926450 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  4264469 

Gay  Way  Radio  WBUR  (90.9  FM)  353-2790 

Good  Gay  Poets  2666103 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114  2665800 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfleld,  02108  426-9371 

Musically  Speaking  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  2564000 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  6616975 

MEPICAL/COUNSEUHG 


Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Arcadia  Counseling,  Lesbian  Support  Group 
520  Comm.  Ave. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alllance/East 
P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channlng  St.,  Newton  Comer  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

Turley  &  Assoc., 

31  Channlng  St.,  Newton,  02158 


4269444 

7362200x58 

267-7573 

843-5300 


8646181 

542-5188 

542-5188 

965-1311 


2663444 

9565293 

9662040 


POOKS/BARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld  5426144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 
02139  8765310 

Red  Bookstore,  1 36  River  St.,  Camb.  491 6930 

The  Bar  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men) 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco) 

733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps  (Demn,  Men) 

27  Huntington  Ave.  2667778 

Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 

12  Wilton  St.  7865701 

Harry’s  Place  (Dancing,  Men) 

45  Essex  St.  3368816 


Herbie’s  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St.  2476989 

Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing) 

79  Broadway  3369066 

Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St.  3367547 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women) 

21  Essex  St.  3367254 

Prelude  (Women) 

Dartmouth  St. 

Saints  (Women)  3546807 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 

295  Franklin  St.  4267730 

Sporter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed) 

110  Boylston  St.  4260086 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths) 

4LaGrangeSt.  4261451 

Eastern  Moss.  (617) 

INFO8MATIOM/SE8VKE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  4876387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS 


RELIGIOUS 


7566730 


342-5117 

7456966 


Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


3662286 

8516711 

7568360 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (46pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 
The  Women's  Bookstore 
1087  Main,  01603 
Women’s  Meeting  House 
89  Downing  St.  01610 

STUDENT 


Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 


Northampton  01060 

584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst 

5460883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 

5463438 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 

Southwest  Women's  Center 

5460626 

Womonfrye  Books 

5896445 

RELIGIOUS 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 
Springfield  01101 

STUDENT 


Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 
UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002 


Dignlty/Fairfleld  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Balden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dlgnlty/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72, 

Hartford  06141 

Dlgnlty/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285, 

West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 
MCC/Hartford.  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


2368325 
436-8945 
522  2646 
787-1518 
232-5110 
777-9808 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Gay  AA  (Danbury)  7465341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  4366354 

Rhode  Island  (401) 

IKFOkMATIOHISEkVKEISOCIAl 

Gay  Help  Une  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  7269269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940  7286023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

WOMEN 


3361396 


7716739 

999-1570 

7465873 

791-5127 

752-5905 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Unlv.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  4563804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  7460556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

IHFOKMATtOM/SEKYICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201 
Gay  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union 
UMass,  Amherst 
Gay  Men  of  Franklin  Cty. 

Box  771,  Greenfield 
Help  Line 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

WOMEN 


447-7818 


773-8401 

6646391,6646392 


5463438 

5460154 


Connecticut  (203) 

IHFOUMATlOWSEAVICEfSOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505  4368945 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

61 1  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  611  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  4366945 

Gay  Youth-New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  2031 
Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethlcs/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525  562-1007 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-118,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  4864738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  4360645 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  5262382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  6464900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828  4864738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  4360645 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  &  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  4368945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  4862273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown.  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  8662802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 

P.O.  Box  1295.  New  London  06320  442-1807 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesblans.  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 


Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle 
Women's  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 
Providence,  02912 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912 
Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860 

STUDENT 


8662189 


863-2189 


942-5368 


Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U„ 
Providence  02912 


8663062 


RELIGIOUS 


Dlgnlty/Provldence  724-0132 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

Now  Hampshire  (603) 

IWFORMATIOHISEkVKEISOCIAl 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785,  431-1541;  Keene  399-4927; 

Nashua  8891416 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301; 

Box  3472,  Nashua  03061 

MEN 


Paul  888-1305 


228-8049 


Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  2268049 

Concord  Bisexual  Support  Group 
67  Thorndike  St. 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


STUDENT 


Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

IHFOkMATIOHfSEKVICEISOCIAL 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 

Washington  County  Gays  223-6843 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 

WOMEN _ , _ 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  7761946 

Women's  Center, 

P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  8661236 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT  656-4173 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 

Maine  (207) 

IMFOkMATIOHJSEkVICE/SOCIAL 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 


Boothbay  Harbor 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance 
Box  594  Bar  Harbor  04609 


6365264 


MEDIA 


Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 

MEN/WOMEN _ 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 

STUDENT _ _ 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

New  York  City  (212) 

IHFOKMATIOHJSEkVICEf SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 

do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502. 10010 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 
164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Switchboard 
Gayellow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta. 

Mirth  and  Girlh  Club 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018  242-8812 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

r.hrlqtnnhar  St 


777-7697 

691-0057 

989-6653 

260-3944 


777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 

677-0237 


SAGE.  Inc. 

487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 
26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.) 


8760143 


WOMEN 


All  The  Queens  Women,  3623  164th  St., 
Flushing  11358 
Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
243  W.  20th  St.  10010 


3599204 

532-8669 

741-2610 


POLIT1CAL/LEGAL 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  966301 2 
Dykes  4  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 110  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010  777-8358 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Lawyers  6  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  6268532 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl„  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  9896653 

MCC/NY.201W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
51  W.  4th  St.,  Rm  300,  10012 
Gotham  857  9th  Ave.  10019 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

STUDENT 


5962597 

2790707 


New  York  U.  Gay  People’s  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


5967056 


Gay  Men's  Health  Protect 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

OCCUPATIONAL 


691-6969 

7260114 


Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 
PI.,  Brooklyn  11217 


2565969/4991060 


New  York  Stote 

IHFOkMATlOHISEkVICEISOCIAL 

Alternatives  Comer  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfleld  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline 
(Frl-Sun,  7:3910  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  4766857 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640,  244-9030 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  4669246 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l 
do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746 

WOMEN 


(516)  324-2468 

(716)271-6750 
(716)244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(607)  797-3453 


Blsexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line 
Herlzon  —  A  Woman's  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Swltcnboard 
(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN  


(516)791-5565 


(716)244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (911pm) 

RELIGIOUS 


(914)9494922 


Affirmation  (Unitarian  Unlversallst  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 

42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fltzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14814  (716)232-6521 

Dlgnlty/LI.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Unlversallst  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853  (607)2598482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14807  (716)  2766181 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmlngdale  (516)  4292134 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  2497943 

Hamllton-KIrkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Unlv., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)4766857 

MEDIA _ 

Capitol  District  Alive,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)462-6138 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 


Colendor 

weekly  events 
Sundays 

Botton.MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
{Staniford  SB  Gov't  Ctr.).  Men  and  women. 
2-4pm. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-6161  for 
Info. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball.  Lin¬ 
demann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr  ).  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club.  Jogging 
and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Suns,  at  1,  Mon, 
Wed,  &  Fri  at  6.  Info:  367-2776. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Volleyball  for  men  and 
women.  3-4:30  Lindemann  Ctr.  Info:  Dee,  266- 
2147. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Greenfield,  UA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Orluunu,  UA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans.  MA 
02653. 

Now  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women's  Center,  243  W. 
20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

Now  York,  NY  —  Flainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 

Now  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St.,  7pm. 

Now  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  In  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday.  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave.  and  12th  St.,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Fri,  6-10pm). 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 
Phlludulphlu,  PA  — Gay  Coffeehouse,  326  Kater 
St.  4-8pm.  For  info  on  other  activities  call  WA2- 
1623  or  928-1919. 


mondays 

Bouton,  UA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for  high 
school  and  college  age  women  who  are,  or  are 
considering  being,  lesbians.  Arlington  St. 
Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for  raps, 
projects  and  outings. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 
Brattloboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground. 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Uorrlutown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heights 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 

New  York,  NY — Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm, 
meets  second  Mons.  at  348  W.  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
Meeting.  Women's  Center,  243  W.  20th  St.  691- 
5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
amerlcano.  Meetingfor  men  and  women.  8pm. 
339  Lafayette  St.  677-0237. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  Is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  10pm.  279-0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community  Marching 
Band.  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  at  Medusa's  Revenge, 
1 0  Bleecker  St.  Info:  864-1700,  x709.  Musicians, 
twlrters,  etc.  No  auditions. 

New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen's  chorus  rehear¬ 
sal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men  welcome. 


tuesdoys 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 31  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  ail  DOB  activities. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program.  (WBUR, 
90.9  FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David 
Socia  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 


Plainfield,  VT  —  (WGDR,  91.1  FM)  Braddlee  and 
guests.  Call  Ini  Open  access-community  radio. 
Midnight  on. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 

Wednesdays 

Bouton,  UA  —  OUT  HEREI  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  1 4-21 
years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston, 

7- 9pm.  Join  us  to  meet  and  talk  about  our  lives. 
Bouton,  UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St&Gov't  Ctr.)  Men  and  women. 

8- 1 0pm. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Open  meetings  to  organize  a 
women's  political  party.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm.  All  women  invited. 
For  info  call  876-0704. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents  Assoc,  meeting.  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard,  8-10pm.  Info:  495-5476. 

Bellowu  Fella,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House.  South¬ 
ern  Vermont  Lesbian  s  Gay  Men's  Coalition.  7- 
11pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the  Square.  Re¬ 
freshments,  music,  poetry.  For  info  call  Kevin 
387-GAYS. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  Gay  Rap.  279- 
0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Cof¬ 
feehouse.  Call  691-0057  for  info. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teachers  Assoc,  members 
meet  (1st  Wed.)  and  rap  group  (3rd  Wed.).  Info: 
255-5969  or  499-1060. 

fhursdays 

Bouton,  UA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  bear 
and  pretzels  on  the  aide).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Waahlngton  St  subway  stopa),  2nd  floor. 
426-4469. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  Info  on  all  DOB  activities. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbians  with  children.  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  7:30-8pm 
munchies;  8-10pm  discussion.  Cambridge  Wo¬ 
men's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcomel 
Somerville,  UA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  In  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center.  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 
623-9340. 

fridays 

Bouton,  UA  —  Com e  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  1 1pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 

Boston,  UA  —  'Musically  Speaking'  with  Melanie 
Berzon.  Women's  radio  program:  Jazz,  R&B, 
women's  music,  ideas,  events  information. 
1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1FM)  Call  494-8810  for 
input. 

Bouton,  UA  — Chiltern  Men's  Swimming.  7-9pm 
all  ages.  Lindemann  Center  (near  Gov't  Ctr).  Info 
267-2776. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Gay  Rec.  Activities.  Basketball. 
7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr.  (Gov't  Ctr.)  Info:  282- 
9161. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  UA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women’s  Center.  252  County 
St.  7pm.  996-3343. 

Saturdays 

Bouton,  UA  —  Out  Here!  for  lesbians  and  gay 
youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  lnfo.266-6103  Join  us  for  out¬ 
ings.  raps  and  projects. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  rap  group.  26  9th 
Ave.  1pm.  242-1212. 


coming  events 
opr  20  sun 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM).  NEW  TIME!  10:30aml!  Ann  Maguire 
will  talk  about  current  bills  before  the  state 
legislature  and  her  work  with  the  Mass  Gay 
Political  Caucus. 

Boston,  UA  —  Bacchanal,  a  gay  dance  at  the 
1270  Club,  at  1270  Bolyston  St.,  from  9pm- 
2am.  Sponsored  by  MIT  Gays.  $1.50  with 
college  ID.  Info:  253-5440  or  494-9212. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  Is  having  its  monthly  potluck  brunch 
at  the  Children  s  Village  Day  Care  Center 
Parents,  lovers,  and  kids  come  fly  a  kite  with 
us!  Info:  492-2655. 

21  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  open  meeting  in  the  library  at  Episcopal 
Theological  School,  99  Mt.  Auburn  St.  7:30pm. 
Everyone  welcome.  Info:  542-5188. 

22  tues 

Beverly,  MA  —  Talk  and  slide  show  by  Maida 
Tilchen  on  Lesbian  fiction,  especially  pulp 
fiction  of  the  '50s  and  '60s.  Beverly  Public 
Library,  7-9pm.  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance. 
Storrs,  CT  —  Sexual  health  workshop,  and 
Women  and  Journalism  discussion.  UConn 
Women's  Center. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  —  A  night  of  lesbian 

feminist  music.  7:30-10pm.  $1.50.  Red  Book 
Store,  136  River  St.  Sherll  Sherwood  and  Joani 
Schwartz. 

2d  wed 

Bouton,  MA  —  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  will 
have  a  meeting  at  Somewhere,  295  Franklin 
St.,  (near  Aquarium)  at  7:30pm.  Newcomers 
are  very  welcome.  Info:  242-3544. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Andrew  Nadelson,  faggot 
composer,  and  Gaorge-Theresa  Dickenson, 
famous  Good  Gay  (Lesbian)  Poet,  perform 
together  In  a  FREE  concert  at  New  England 
Conservatory  Recital  Hall,  290  Huntington 
Ave.  8pm. 


Boston,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week 
meetings  for  planning  events,  fundraising  and 
the  Parade.  EVERYONE  WELCOMEI  Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.) 
7pm. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of  the 
Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Women  (NOW)  will  meet  at  99  Bishop 
Richard  Allen  Dr.,  Central  Sq.  6:30pm.  All 
women  are  welcome.  Info:  661-6015. 
Wellealey,  UA  —  Gay  Concerns  Group  of 
Wellesley  College  is  sponsoring  a  showing  of 
Word  Is  Out,  a  documentary  about  the  lives  of 
26  gay  men  and  lesbians.  105  Pendleton  East. 
All  are  welcome.  7pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teachers  Assoc/NYC 
rap  group.  Call  877-0063. 


24  thurs 

Bouton,  UA  -  GCN  PROOFREADING  AND 
LAYOUT/PASTE-UP.  SEE  THURS.  ABOVE 
FOR  DETAILS. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project  meeting  to  share  Ideas  and  ex- 
erlences  about  doing  lesblan/gay  history, 
veryone  welcome!  Grad  Day  Bookshop,  22 
Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7:15pm. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Resources  for  the  single 
arent.  A  workshop  to  gain  and  share  Info  on 
uildlng  resources  for  supporting  single 

Barents.  7-9pm.  Marshall  School,  35  Westvllle 
t.  (Dorchester).  Info:  825-4961. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  ‘Problems  and  pleasures  of  publishing 
gay  periodicals,'  with  editors  of  Mandate, 
Michael’s  Thing  and  Gay  New  York.  26  9th 
Ave.  8:30pm.  $2  donation.  Unisex. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Women  in  Focus.  Women’s 
Film  Festival.  Tonight:  A  Woman's  Place. 
Short  films  and  discussion.  School  of  Nursing 
Aud.,  635  Comm  Ave.,  7:30pm.  Next  Thurs: 
Women:  their  life  cycle.  Same  time,  same 
place. 

New  York,  NY  —  Tenth  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  for  the  Christopher  St.  Liberation  Day 
Committee.  Benefit  for  CSLDC  at  Chez  Stadi¬ 
um,  56  Greenwich  Ave.  7pm. 


25  frl 

Boston,  UA  -  GCN  SENDING  THE  PAPER 
OUT  TO  SUBSCRIBERS.  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Bird- 
watching  at  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  7am.  Call  Barbara  367-0394  or  Ted 
625-7924. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Cris  Williamson  In  concert  at 
the  Savoy  Opera,  539  Washington.  8pm. 
Tickets  at  Women's  Emporium  and  at  Glad 
Day  Bookshop. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  present  a  slide  show  on  how 
advertising  abuses  women  to  sell  products. 
Marshall  School,  35  Westvllle  St.  (Dorchester). 
7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Annual  meeting  of  Mass 
Women’s  Political  Caucus  at  Boylston  Hall  In 
Harvard  Yard.  Topic:  What  should  the 
women's  movement  do  when  the  liberals  are 
In  trouble?  lOam-lpm. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  A  visit  to  a 
rowing  shell  factory.  Info:  Sturgis  at  227-6167. 


27  sun 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House  In  Harvard 
Yard.  Newcomers  are  very  welcome!  Info: 
Judy  661-1436  or  Dee  661-7223. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Task 
Force  will  have  an  open  house  at  31  Turner  St. 
(Brighton)  1-4pm.  All  women  interested  In 
Task  Force  programs  are  welcome.  Info: 
922-9193. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Channel  2  (WGBH).  Cold 
Nights,  filmmaker  Tom  Joslln’s  documentary 
about  his  homosexuality  and  the  effect  it  has 
on  his  family:  his  mother’s  acceptance,  his 
father’s  denial,  and  his  siblings  uncertainty. 
10:30pm. 

Bouton,  UA  —  Right  Out  of  History,  East 
coast  premiere  of  this  documentary  on  the 
making  of  the  Dinner  Party  by  Judy  Chicago. 
Kennedy  Memorial  Library,  Columbia  Point. 
6:30pm  and  8pm.  $2.50  more  If/less  If.  Info: 
267-0941. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM)  John  Ward,  lawyer  and  gay  activist, 
and  host  Charles  Bedard  discuss  the  Boston' 
Public  Library  and  police  entrapment.  They 
also  talk  about  the  making  out  of  wills. 
10:30am.  (New  New  time) 

Bedford,  UA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Joe  897-7813. 

20  mon 

Bouton,  UA  —  Alternative  family  living: 
calling  all  single  parents,  parents,  and  chll- 
dren-loving  people  to  meeting  for  discussion 
and  support.  Info:  Cathy  825-1970  or  Sasha 
825-4961. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Task 
Force  presents  a  program  based  on  its  new 
publication  Lesbians:  A  Consciousness-Rais¬ 
ing  Kit.  All  those  interested  in  participating  in 
a  series  of  workshops  about  lesbianism  and 
feminism  are  welcome.  7pm.  99  Bishop  Allen 
Dr.  Central  Sq.  Info:  661-6015. 


may  i  thurs 

Middlefleld,  CT  —  Deadline  lor  registration 
for  the  Lavender  Left  Conference  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Male  Socialists  whrch  will  take  place 
May  23-26.  Workshops  on  racism  and  fighting 
the  new  right.  $35  registration  fee  includes 
food  for  weekend.  For  details  call  Mike  at 
GCN  426-4469. 

6  sun 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Janus  House  Resource 
Network  for  Lesbian  Mothers  Is  sponsoring  a 
series  of  meetings.  Tonight's  topic:  Child 
Development  and  Setting  Limits.  21  Bay  St. 
7:30pm.  $2.  Childcare  available  by  calling 
661-2537  a  week  In  advance. 

20  fri 

Boston,  UA  —  Fourth  annual  Round-Up  of 
Gay  Persons  in  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Work¬ 
shops,  AA  meetings,  social  events.  For  more 
Info  and  registration  write  GPAA,  Box  8683, 
JFK  Station,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Al-Anon  too. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  Is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 
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